GALATIANS
Chapter 2


Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Class Notes for April 16, 2019
Paul began this letter with a blessing for the churches in Galatia:  blessings and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  This greeting was followed by the true gospel by which they had been saved and by which they were to live.  Anyone who brought them a different gospel, one which was distorted or contrary to truth, was cursed consistent with the holiness and righteous judgment of God.

Paul did not preach to please others.  He desired only to please God by conveying the truths revealed to him by revelation.  As Paul continued to present truth, his conversion and the power of his apostolic authority was such a strong contrast from his former life when he persecuted the church, that believers were glorifying God for Paul's message and ministry.

Galatians 1:1-10
The Council at Jerusalem
Paul had previously met with the apostles and elders in Jerusalem when he began his ministry, and he was confirmed by them as preaching the same gospel as they had received from Jesus.  For fourteen years following Paul's conversion and confirmation in Jerusalem, he preached in Galatia.  Jews and Gentiles from widely different backgrounds were being converted.  The Jews had been given the Law as a standard for life and worship, while the Gentiles had followed pagan immorality and idolatry.  For seven years the church had been recognized as separate from Judaism  Acts 11:26, but the Jewish Christians were intent on imposing regulations of the Law on the newly converted Gentiles, primarily by insisting that they be circumcised as required by God's covenant with Abraham in order to be saved.   This Jewish influence was strongest in Jerusalem, considered the "mother church", where a majority of the apostles and elders of the church were located.  
Paul was preaching freedom from the Law, but there was tremendous pressure in Jerusalem for strict adherence to the Law.  The issue had to be settled among the leadership specifically concerning the issue of circumcision.  Paul, Barnabas and Titus went to Jerusalem to meet initially in private with Apostles Cephas (Peter) and John, and James the half-brother of Jesus who was head of the church there.  These men were the "pillars of the church" and of "reputation".   Paul was practicing what he was preaching and Titus who was a Gentile had not been forced to be circumcised.  The "minutes of the meeting" of the Jerusalem Council are recorded in more detail in Acts 15.  

v. 1-5

The reason for the Council

v. 6-11

Peter reasons for salvation through grace for both Jews and Gentiles
v. 12

Paul and Barnabas testify of signs and wonders among the Gentiles

v.13-21
James presents OT prophetic confirmation and the decision



Not to trouble those among the Gentiles concerning circumcision.




Gentiles, however, would be required to refrain from sexual immorality and




from things contaminated by idolatry, and dietary restrictions concerning blood.

v. 22-29
The formal doctrinal statement

v. 30-32
Acceptance and confirmation

v. 33-35
Paul's ministry continues

Gal. 2:7-10 records that as the Council ended, Paul and Barnabus reached agreement with James, Peter and John that Paul's ministry was primarily to the Gentiles while James, Peter and John were sent to the Jews.  The decision was intended to unite the Christians, and the Council reminded Paul, Barnabus and Titus as they left to return to Antioch to remember the poor (with reference to the needs of the Jerusalem church), and Paul was eager to comply with that request.  Paul and his companions returned to Antioch where the decision was well received.  However, compliance was slow to come. When Paul wanted Timothy , a Greek convert, to accompany him on a missionary trip into Macedonia and Achaia, there was pressure from the Jews and Timothy was circumcised by Paul.  Acts 16:1-3  
Galatians 2:11-14
What to do with the Gentiles
Paul and his companions had been ministering from Antioch while Peter and others had been primarily in Jerusalem.  When Peter visited Antioch his behavior caused a confrontation.  Previously, Peter had problems associating with Gentile believers, and he had been corrected by a vision from God.  We can read about this in Acts 10:1 - 11:21.  Here is an overview which we can follow:
Acts 10:1-8
In Caesarea, Cornelius, devout and fearing God, had a vision to send for Peter in Joppa.


9-16
Peter had a vision from God to accept those things which God had cleansed


17-22
Men from Cornelius arrived to invite Peter, and Peter returned with them.

23-48
Peter testified to the crowd at Cornelius' home that God shows no partiality and 




the Holy Spirit was being poured out on both Jewish and Gentile believers

Acts 11:1-21
Peter reported his experience to critical Jewish believers in Jerusalem.
So now we can see that the issue was a long-standing one which had caused divisions between the Jews and Gentiles for years.  The Jerusalem Council did not completely bring unity on the matter.  Years after Peter's experience in Caesarea and after the doctrinal statement from Jerusalem, Peter visited Antioch and was associating with the Gentiles there until Jews from Jerusalem came.  Peter was intimidated by them and withdrew from associating with the Gentile believers.  Then the Jews in Antioch joined in this hypocrisy, even Barnabus.  
This was a serious matter and needed to be resolved immediately.  Paul confronted Peter before everyone there.  Peter had associated fully with Gentiles in the past, but now he was withdrawing from them because of the intimidation of the legalistic Jews.  Not only that, but Peter was influencing other Jewish believers to do the same.  Paul's question is clear:  If Peter had been associating fully with the Gentiles, living like them, how could he now force the Gentiles to live like the Jewish legalists were demanding?  That is by definition hypocrisy.

Galatians 2:15-16
Justified by faith alone
Paul began his confrontation with Peter by pointing out that they were both Jews, favored by God and living under the Law.  The Gentiles did not have the Law and had no means of gaining favor with God and sinners without hope.  Eph. 2:11-12    Even so, if the Law were perfectly obeyed, it would not make a person right before God.  James states that even if someone diligently kept the whole law but stumbled in just one point, he was guilty of all.  James 2:10  Salvation comes only through Jesus and faith in Him.  Without Jesus, there is no salvation.  Jesus is the only way to God.  John 14:6
In his letter to the believers in Rome, Paul made this issue clear.  Both Jews and Greeks are under sin.  Rom. 3:9  God's righteousness was manifested apart from the Law and is given through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  Justification is a gift by God's grace through redemption which is in Christ Jesus whose sacrifice gave propitiation  (an atoning sacrifice which removes the sin debt) in His blood, through faith.  Rom. 3:21-26     By grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not as a result of works (the Law).  Eph. 2:8-10
The book of James also addresses this issue with another point of clarification.  Both faith and works are important in our salvation.  But it is a matter of understanding cause and effect.  Works do not produce faith, but true faith produces good works.  James 2:14-17
Gal. 2:17-18

Defined by Grace
Now we can clearly see that there is serious division among the apostles as well as among the believers.  One group insisting on obedience to the Law, and the others depending on grace alone.  Logically
contending for salvation without circumcision, Paul had identified with the Gentiles' reliance on grace alone.  

Paul and Barnabas had been eating and fellowshipping with Gentiles and therefore would have fallen back into sinfulness.  The Judaizers considered the Gentiles not saved because they were not circumcised, therefore Paul would have been considered a sinner by them because he fellowshipped with the Gentiles.  But there should be no division.  

Jesus taught that all believers were one with Him and with one another.  John 17:21-23   So, if the Judaizers were right, then Christ was wrong and had been teaching people to sin.  Paul may have been appalled by his own words and declared:  May it never be!  If Paul's preaching concerning salvation by grace alone was wrong, then he too was a sinner and not saved at all.  Paul would not return to his former belief as a Pharisee that the Law was the pathway to God.  That idea was changed forever by the sacrifice of Jesus and by knowing that salvation by God's grace through faith destroyed any idea of salvation by works of the Law.  The implications of this division are very serious.  

Fifteen centuries later, this was one of the major issues of the Reformation.  Salvation by faith alone, through grace alone, by God alone.  Can you believe that it continues today!  Many denominations teach that in order to be saved a person must DO something:  be a good person (do good works), join a church, pray a particular prayer, tithe, believe certain interpretations about creation or end times, be baptized, and the list goes on.  We must examine ourselves and ask if we truly believe in salvation by grace through faith alone.  Do good works follow salvation, or do they lead to salvation?

Galatians 2:19-21
Crucified with Christ

Death and life.  The Law convicts us of sin.  The verdict is guilty, and the penalty is death.  Rom. 6:23  Jesus died to pay our penalty and reconcile us to God.  For all who are in Christ, our sinful convicted self was crucified with Him, and since He rose from the dead and now lives, we live!  Having died to sin, we are free from sin to be like Him.  And we will be raised from physical death to eternal life with Him.   Rom. 6:1-11  Jesus told His disciples that to follow Him meant to take up their cross every day and deny self.  Anyone not willing to do so was not worthy of Him.  Matt. 10:38, 16:24    Jesus bore our sins on the cross so that in Him we die to sin and live to righteousness.  1 Pet. 2:24  Paul summarized by stating that, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me."

Dying to sin:  Gossip.  No, I died to that.  Bitterness, No, I died to that.  Selfish ambition.  No, . . .


immorality, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, envying, . . . . . .  No, I died to that.

But, living in Jesus:    Loving Him and others.   Yes, I live for that.    Worshiping.  Yes, . . .   Forgiving, 
serving, encouraging, being thankful, bearing others' burdens, giving . . . . Yes, I live for that.

Not the Law, but the grace of God saved and changed us.  Otherwise, Jesus died needlessly.
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