2 CORINTHIANS
Chapters 6 and 7

AN EXEMPLARY LIFE









Class Notes for February 26, 2019
Last week our lesson focused on knowing what things in this life are only temporary, only of earthly value, and which will have no eternal reward.  We are constantly barraged by worldly values concerning happiness, success, and material possessions.  As Christians, however, our priorities of how we spend our time and resources must be evaluated in terms of serving God and others, knowing that we were saved for good works which will be judged for reward in eternity.  This understanding gives us a different perspective on both suffering and prosperity.  Suffering is only temporary and doesn't compare to the joy of the kingdom of God.  Prosperity is an opportunity for good stewardship and generosity.  Our motivation is the love of Christ:  His love for us, our love for Him, and the love He commanded that we have for one another.  The love of Christ defines a Christian:  God is love, and we love because He first loved us.  1 John 4:16, 19
Our salvation is a unilateral, justifying act of God to impute our sins to Jesus who died in our place, and His righteousness to us giving us both positional and functional righteousness.  Our response to God's grace is expressed as we worship, obey and serve Him and others.  Because of who we are in Christ, we see the world differently.  Outward appearances and material possessions are not the standard for determining value.  We look to determine spiritual value in the maturity of believers and evaluate actions and service with regard to their contribution to the kingdom of God.  We were formerly enemies of God but, having been reconciled to Him through Jesus, we have a ministry of reconciliation through preaching and teaching the gospel and by our personal witness.  

2 Corinthians 6:1-10


A commendable ministry
While we are saved individually, there is a larger responsibility than our own maturity and behavior.  We are ambassadors for Christ with the ministry to take the gospel to the world.  Paul and those who minister with him were instrumental in establishing the early church, and their experiences and insights are helpful to all who would be faithful in their own service.  Paul shared what he has learned:
There will be difficulties.  The unbelieving world is hostile toward Christ and the gospel.  Paul wrote of some of the challenges that they faced, many of which are reported in the book of Acts.  While we may face some rejection and ridicule, this does not compare to the afflictions, hardships, distresses, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, sleeplessness and hunger listed by Paul.  In the centuries which followed, God's people continued to suffer, and many were martyred as well.
Ministries share some common qualities.  In spite of strong opposition, Paul speaks of qualities which characterize this ministry of reconciliation given to believers by God.  Much could be said of the importance of purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the power and leading of the Holy Spirit, and genuine love in all circumstances.

Be prepared for spiritual warfare.  Christians are sometimes naive about the resistance and hostility to be faced.  Satan is real and he desires to destroy everything godly.  In this war Christians have tools both offensive and defensive (the right hand and the left).  Jesus is the truth, and truth triumphs and exposes falsehood.  The power of God enables and overcomes.  The weapons of righteousness as the full armor of God are pictured for us by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians.  Eph. 6:10-17
Expect to be received in different ways.  Paul experienced both glory and dishonor.  Reports about him were sometimes evil and sometimes good.  He was accused of deceiving, but he spoke the truth.  He encountered people who knew about him and his integrity, as well as those who knew nothing about him and his message about Jesus.  Persecution left him near death, yet he lived.  Even so, the punishment he endured had not resulted in death. . . . yet.
Maintain a clear concept of self and ministry.  Although there were many sorrows and deep concerns, Paul and those who ministered with him found much about which to rejoice.  Even as they suffered poverty, they were bringing spiritual riches to many.  They were not accumulating possessions on this earth, yet they possessed all things which are eternal.

Every Christian has a ministry.  It is useful for us to remember what Paul has revealed here as we evaluate how we are serving, to gain encouragement and maintain perspective on our own goals and experiences.

2 Corinthians 6:11-18

Restrictions and rewards
Paul began this section of the letter by reminding them of his love for them without regard for how some of them had treated him.  He had been open and honest with them, and now he instructs them to treat him in the same way.  His concern for the purity of their Christian lifestyle is evident here.  Beginning with a reference to the OT  Deut. 22:10 , Paul emphasized the importance of not being bound together with unbelievers in any spiritual endeavor that would be detrimental to their Christian witness or service.  To illustrate his point, Paul points out several stark contrasts.
righteousness and lawlessness
Those who wish to live godly lives 






cannot participate with those who practice sin.

light with darkness

Holiness and sinfulness cannot exist together.

Christ with Belial

Here Belial is used as a name for Satan.


An interesting note:  This is the only place where the word "Belial" appears in the NT as Satan.

Sometimes the Greek word is translated as worthless men or fellows or wicked men.


It gets its meaning from a Hebrew word, H1100."beliya'al" 


which means worthless, wicked, idolatrous.
believer with an unbeliever
A believer, a child of God, has no joined relationship to 





an unbeliever who is a child of Satan.   1 John 3:9-10
temple of God with idols
Indwelled by the Holy Spirit, believers are a temple of God,





and have nothing in common with idols or those who worship them.

Paul quotes from the OT to demonstrate that this command has always been true, making three essential points:  Believers belong to God and He dwells among them. Ex. 29:45   

In response, they are to be separate and clean from evil to be welcomed by God.   Isa. 52:11   

Their relationship is a family; they are sons and daughters to the Lord Almighty.  2 Sam. 7:14
2 Corinthians 7:1-7


Afflictions and comfort
Chapter 7 begins with a reference to "these promises."  It is important at this point for us to review the specific promises Paul has just named.  They define our relationship with God and the appropriate response to His presence and that He is both Father and the Lord Almighty.  "Let us" is not a suggestion but a command, and the command here is a call to repentance and deliberate movement toward holiness.  Saints, set apart for God, have that designation for a reason.  Those who are saved are set apart from 
the world and sin, commanded to be holy to God as found in Leviticus 11:44 and 19:2 and repeated in 
1 Peter 1:16,  Matt. 5:48, and Eph. 5:1.  Our sanctification process is about being more and more conformed to Jesus.  Rom. 8:29.  Holiness in believers is being brought to maturity as the Holy Spirit works within to guide us into truth and reveal truth about the holiness of God.  John 16:13-15  
In the next verses Paul reminds them of the integrity of his ministry.  Concerning his character, he has wronged no one, corrupted no one, nor taken advantage of anyone.  Concerning his motives, the saints  are in his heart to live and die together.  Paul takes pride in their commitment to Jesus which brings him joy and comfort even when he is suffering and afraid such as he experienced in Macedonia.  2 Cor. 2:13
Here Paul is recalling his experiences in Troas when he was waiting for Titus' return from Corinth with a report about the state of the church there.  Paul was comforted by the arrival of Titus who brought a good report.  Paul acknowledged that the source of all comfort is ultimately God Himself.
2 Corinthians 7:8-11


Godly sorrow and worldly sorrow

When Paul rebuked the saints in Corinth concerning their lack of maturity, tolerating sin, and irreverence concerning the Lord's Supper (and perhaps other problems as well), they had mourned and repented.  Paul took no personal pleasure in causing them sorrow, but it pleased God that they would be sorrowful concerning their sin and need for repentance.  Through that sorrow and resulting change of heart and behavior, they were being made more holy to the Lord - sanctified.  Paul described true repentance as manifesting indignation, fear, longing, zeal and justice for wrongdoing.  True repentance requires a deep conviction and a strong commitment.  This process brought them vindication (to be proven true) and restored relationships.  

Worldly sorrow has no positive outcome.  It can be caused by unsatisfied greed or lust or by being exposed for wrongdoing.  That kind of sorrow leads only to guilt, shame, despair, depression, self-pity and hopelessness. The only possible eternal benefit of worldly suffering would be if God worked through it to bring the unsaved sinner to repentance.  
2 Corinthians 7:12-16

Evidence of true faith

Paul explained that his motive for writing them was to expose and confirm their commitment to him as an apostle and as their spiritual father.  Their concern and zeal for him brought him much comfort as he continued to love them and to be deeply concerned for them.  

Titus' interaction with the church at Corinth had also refreshed Paul.  Titus had expected good things when he visited them because Paul had boasted about them, and Paul's boasting was confirmed.  Now Titus had increased affection for them as he remembered their obedience to what Paul had been teaching them, and they had received Titus with respect (fear and trembling) which would also indicate their reverence toward God and their love and respect for Paul.
Paul concludes this section of the letter by reiterating his confidence in them. This confidence was confirmed as he learned of their obedience and their love for God and for him.
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