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Class Notes for January 22, 2019
2 Corinthians 2:1-4


From sorrow to joy
In the first chapter Paul identified some of the difficulties concerning the church in Corinth.  They were suffering and in need of comfort, they had been concerned about the persecution that Paul had suffered and were praying for him, and they had received bogus letters which were wrongly attributed to Paul.  Paul wrote to reassure them of the comfort which was for them through Jesus and to refute any teaching which was not consistent with what he had given them when he was previously in Corinth.  They could rely on what they had heard directly from him.  Although Paul had not been able to return to them, his integrity was not to be challenged for he served a faithful God who is always reliable and who guided Paul's ministry.

Paul deeply desired to return to Corinth after spending almost two years with the saints there.  He had identified several areas of concern which needed to be addressed.  He did not want to return there to bring discipline but to find them repented of their former sins and maturing in faith.  In particular, Paul had confronted them about tolerating immorality among the membership and for irreverent observation of the Lord's Supper.  These admonitions from Paul had caused them sorrow, and sorrow for Paul, too.  He did not want to return only to find that that they were still dealing with the same sinful issues.

While Paul was perfectly willing to confront them about their need for repentance, it was not a pleasant responsibility and it brought him sorrow to do so.  He states that his first letter to them was written with heartfelt anguish and many tears.  His motivation was clear, however; he loved them too much to do otherwise.  

Sorrow means grief, suffering, sadness, trouble, affliction, and is sometimes a cause for repentance.

Scripture records many reasons for grief or suffering.  Some examples are when 

Paul grieved over Israel's rejection of Christ.




Rom. 9:1-5

The disciples grieved when Jesus told them about His leaving.

John 16:5-6

Epaphroditus was sad when he heard of a fellow Christian's illness.  
Phil. 2;25-27

Believers are sorrowful when disciplined by God.



Heb. 12:11

Christians suffer from injustice, not always from their own sin.

1 Pet. 2:19

Death causes sorrow.







1 Thes. 4:13
Last week we saw that suffering is common among all people and that suffering has several sources.  Evil people persecute God's people unjustly, we live in a fallen and sinful world which brings its own sorrows, Satan is at work seeking to destroy believers, we suffer as a consequence of our own sinful behavior, and God disciplines His children which is not joyful for a while but yields righteousness.  God's sovereignty assures us that He causes all things (including our miseries) to work together for good because we love God and are called according to His purposes.  Rom. 8:28  In Jesus we have an assured expectation of an outcome which glorifies God and benefits us for eternity.  Certainly that is the ultimate journey from sorrow to joy.  James 1:2
2 Corinthians 2:5-11


From repentance to forgiveness

A major issue in the Corinthian church had been a member's deliberate and public immorality, and the church had not taken action. 1 Cor. 5:1-13    Paul had instructed them that this man was to be excluded from the congregation until he repented, at which time he was to be restored to fellowship.  Paul had also turned this person over to Satan with the same motivation to bring repentance and restoration, removing the protection of the community of believers.  From the verses here, we learn that the man had indeed repented and he was forgiven by God, the congregation and Paul.  In fact, it seems that Paul had already forgiven and set an example for them to forgive, too.  Next the process of restoration was necessary so that the offender  would not be excessively sorrowful and be overcome by grief.  Church discipline is necessary and good for both the person who is confronted with his sin and for the congregation of believers.  The outcome desired is repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.  In love.
Unconfessed and unrepented sin makes us vulnerable to Satan.  We know his tactics:  


He can snatch away the word of God    

Matt. 13:19

He is a murderer and a liar.



John 8:44

He fills hearts to lie to the Holy Spirit.

Acts 5:3

He blinds the minds of the unbelieving.

2 Cor. 4:4

He has the power of death.



Heb. 2:14

He seeks to devour and destroy.


1 Pet. 5:8
From the beginning of time Satan has been worshiped.  Satanic cults, witches, mediums and sorcerers are found in every corner of the world.  It has been reported that there are 1200 covens in metropolitan Atlanta.  They hold séances and black masses, cast spells, and even offer animal sacrifices.  
Satan is deceitful and corrupts God's word, as we can see in his temptation of Eve to sin.  
     Gen. 3:1-5

He casts doubt. "Indeed, has God said . . .




He denies God's word, "You surely will not die . .


He deceives, "You will know good and evil . . .


And Eve also changed God's word by adding "shall not touch" about the fruit.  

We must rely on the unaltered and undiminished word of God.  Jesus told the Sadducees that their error was due to their not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God.   


Matt. 22:29
Jesus defeated Satan for all time, and Satan is judged for eternal destruction.       John 16:11, Rev. 20:10
Greater is He who is in us (the Holy Spirit) than he who is in the world (the Devil).  
1 John 4:4
We have the armor of God to protect us against the Devil's schemes.  


Eph. 6:11
We are assured that by drawing near to God we resist the Devil and he will flee.  

James 4:7
At the moment a person is justified by God, there is a total forgiveness of all sins - past, present and future.  However, there is a dynamic to experiencing forgiveness which is always connected to repentance.  Believers sin from ignorance and weakness, but when aware of our sin we repent and are forgiven and restored.  Repenting, confessing our sins to God (agreeing with God about our sin), assures us of His forgiveness.  1 John 1:9  Because we are forgiven, we forgive others.   Practicing sin, or deliberate, unrepentant sin, is not forgiven, and reveals a heart which does not love God.  1 John 3:4-10, Num. 15:30-31
2 Corinthians 2:12-13

Supporting partners in ministry
These verses conclude Paul's explanation of his recent conduct and changed travel plans.  While Paul had sent Titus to Corinth, he had continued to minister in and around Ephesus.  Acts. 19:22  Paul went to Troas where he had previously visited and received a vision from God to continue into Macedonia.   Acts. 16:8-11  Paul may have left Ephesus following the riots caused by Demetrius  Acts 19:23-41  and he expected to meet Titus in Troas or perhaps in Philippi.  Paul's restlessness may have been due to the opposition and riots at Ephesus, a nagging uncertainty about the situation in Corinth since Titus had not arrived, and concern for Titus' safety in traveling in the area and the safety of the letters that Titus would have been carrying.  From there Paul would continue his travel into Greece visiting some of the churches where he had preached on his first journey.
Paul frequently mentioned others who were involved in ministry with him.  During the time which we are studying now, we see how both Timothy and Titus are instrumental.  Scripture records some information about Titus.  A letter from Paul to Titus is included in the New Testament.  Paul calls Titus his true child in a common faith.  Titus was a Greek convert and traveled with Paul and Barnabus, and at one time left Paul as the disciples scattered and Titus went to Dalmatia (Illyricum).    2 Tim. 4:9-12  
Titus was evidently head of the church established in Crete, and Paul wrote to him concerning church leadership qualifications as well as godly behavior expected of all members of the congregation.  There are also instructions concerning discipline for someone who was causing divisions.      Titus 3:10-11
2 Corinthians 2:14-16

The fragrance of the gospel
These verses draw meaning with reference to the incense altar of sacrifice which was located in the Holy Place immediately outside the veil which separated it from the Holy of Holies.  The incense altar was an 18-inch square, 36 inches tall, made of acacia wood and covered with gold.  It had a raised top edge with upward-pointing corners (horns).  Two gold rings on each side of the altar were to hold wooden poles also covered in gold so that the altar could be carried.
The incense to be burned was made by a specific recipe of spices and frankincense and a fragrant aroma of smoke rose in the Temple as an offering to the LORD.  No substitute was allowed, and this incense was not to be duplicated for common use. The incense was burned there every morning and evening, and it's smoke covered the mercy seat inside the veil once each year on the highest holy day, Yom Kippur, when the High Priest made sacrifices for the sins of the nation.      Ex. 30:1-38, Lev. 16:12-13
Paul compared this holy sacrifice to the gospel which is a sweet aroma in every place, not limited to the Temple.  The gospel is the victory given by God through Jesus to everyone who is being saved.  But, it is the odor to death to those who are perishing.  This is Paul's encouragement as he turned from the difficulties of his ministry to the privilege of his position in Christ and God's work in salvation, not depending on his own efforts but on the power of God through the gospel of Christ.
2 Corinthians 2:17


Good motives and evil ones
Here Paul is referring to the false teachers or philosophers  in Corinth and to many others who relied on worldly wisdom.  They peddled or marketed a corrupt imitation of the truth which often mixed paganism with Jewish tradition.  They sought personal profit at the expense of the souls of those who would accept their teachings.  Once again, Paul testified of his own pure and godly motives and the truth of his message of Christ, acknowledging that he is accountable to God (as are the false teachers!).  
There is an example recorded in Acts 8:9-24.  Early in church history there were those who sought to use the gospel as a means for personal gain.  Simon the magician had all the outward evidence of true salvation.  He believed and was baptized.  He joined with Philip the evangelist and gained fame with magic tricks.  But seeing true miracles, he was amazed and sought to purchase the power of the Holy Spirit.   Peter confronted him and declared that Simon's heart was not right.  Simon was bitter and imprisoned by sin, and he refused even to pray for himself.  Many false teachers would follow.
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