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Class Notes for April 2, 2019
Last week we learned how Paul validated his apostleship by meeting the requirements of having been chosen personally by Jesus and commissioned by Him to take the message of the gospel with His authority to the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.  Acts 9:15    Paul had appealed in vain to the Lord to remove the persecutions, insults and distresses he was enduring from false apostles.  Paul was assured that God's grace was sufficient, and that God's purpose in Paul's suffering was God's power perfected in Paul's weakness.  

Paul continued to be concerned about the destruction caused by the false apostles who were exalting themselves in the church by tearing down Paul and his associates.  While the believers in Corinth were to love one another and build up one another, Paul anticipated that when he came to them the third time, he would find serious relational difficulties as well as immorality.  The influence of these false apostles and their false teachings were destroying what had been taught by Paul when he stayed with them to establish them in sound doctrine.  
The last chapter ended with Paul finding contentment in the persecution he was experiencing, and he turned his attention to other matters.  As we continue, we will notice that the tone of Paul's concluding words to the Corinthians has changed, and he is no longer defensive.  He is more compassionate and pleading with them while assuring them of God's love for them and power in them.
2 Corinthians 13:1-4


Accountability for sin
Paul had been to Corinth twice before and each time there were problems to solve.  The believers there were not maturing in faith or practice, and serious correction was necessary.  As Paul planned to go to Corinth again, he was burdened by the damage being done by false apostles who were leading the people away from sound doctrine, and there would be accountability for anyone and everyone who sinned.  
Paul's plan to investigate the concerns about sinful behavior or rebellion would be handled according to Biblical standards.  The matters would be dealt with publicly, and determinations made on the basis 
of at least two witnesses.  Deut. 17:6, 19:15,  Num. 35:30,  John 8:17   Jesus also had given specific  instructions for correcting church members who sin with the goal of repentance and restoration.   
Matt. 18:15-20     Paul also acknowledged the purpose of confronting sin in his letter to the churches in Galatia.  Gal. 6:1    In his first letter to Corinth, Paul had insisted that a man openly practicing sexual immorality be held accountable and disciplined.  Repentance would bring forgiveness and restoration to fellowship in the congregation.  1 Cor. 5:1-13   Paul's determination to hold offenders accountable would be further proof of his authority from Christ, and by rebelling against Paul they were rebelling against Christ Himself. Paul would come to Corinth with the power of God which had been demonstrated by the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  
The "great commission"  Matt. 28:19  is to make disciples.  Paul had gone to great lengths to validate his apostleship and authority from Jesus.  Paul's authority to bear Jesus name (preach the gospel) included teaching sound doctrine and building up believers to live righteously or to "disciple them."  A disciple is a learner, one who follows after a teacher with both thought and endeavor.  Jesus' disciples were known because they believed and continued in His word.  John 8:31  
2 Corinthians 13:5-6


Test yourselves
Prior to Paul's coming to Corinth, the believers there had an opportunity to test themselves and repent of any wrongdoing.  They were to examine themselves according to sound doctrine and righteous practices which Paul had taught them.  Those who passed the test would have evidence of their abiding in Jesus.  The Corinthians had already been instructed about the importance of self-examination prior to participating in the Lord's Supper.  1 Cor. 11:27-32  
How do we measure maturing in faith and living to please God?   By what measure are we tested?  Certainly not by comparing ourselves to one another.  The logical standard of measure would be what is revealed to us in Scripture about righteousness and sin.  We must agree with God in confessing our sins, repenting and having assurance of forgiveness.  1 John 1:9   

While we are being conformed to the image of Jesus  Rom. 8:29, we would never compare favorably to Him as we mature in faith in this life, but He is the ultimate righteousness and demonstrates for us how to live.  Jesus always did what pleased God, not seeking His own will but that of the Father who sent Him.  John 8:29, 5:30  God's will is what pleases God.  If we are to please God then, we must know and live according to His will.  
The Psalmist wrote, "Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.  Let Your Spirit lead me on level ground."  Psa. 143:10    and  "I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart."  Psa. 40:8  From these two verses we can see that both the Law of God and the Spirit of God will lead us into doing His will.  So, God's will is not a secret but revealed in Scripture and by the Holy Spirit.  Our sanctification (maturing in faith and practice) is God's will.  1 Thes. 4:3  We are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  Rom. 12:2  We are to live in the spirit and not in the flesh.  1 Pet. 4:6  Those who live according to God's will know if teachings are from Him  John 7:17, will be family with Jesus  Mark 3:35, will enter the Kingdom of Heaven  Matt. 7:21, and will be secure in Jesus  John 6:37-40.   
In examining ourselves, we submit ourselves to God expecting Him to cleanse and guide us.  

"Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; 


and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way."     Psa. 139:23-24 

"Examine me, O LORD, and try me; test my mind and my heart.  


For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, and I have walked in Your truth."      Psa. 26:2-3
2 Corinthians 13:7-8


Living according to truth
In these verses Paul urges them to do what is right.  If they excuse themselves for sinful behavior, they do not have Christ.  v. 3  Paul admits that he is not perfect, but that does not excuse their sins.  Paul aligns himself with the truth, and imitates Jesus in his own life so that he could be imitated by others for those traits.  1 Cor. 11:1    What do we know about the truth of God's word?
Jesus is truth, and truth is revealed in Scripture which is inspired by God and useful for 

teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness. 



2 Tim. 3:16  
Through perseverance and the encouragement of Scripture, we have hope.


Rom. 15:4

We are nourished on words of faith and sound doctrine.




1 Tim. 4:6

We are to speak those things which are fitting for sound doctrine.



Titus 2:1

We show ourselves as examples of good deeds and purity in doctrine.


Titus 2:7

Because sound doctrine is so important in our maturing in faith and living to please God, false teachings come with severe warnings for all believers:

A false teacher is conceited and understands nothing causing disputes, envy, strife,


abusive language, evil suspicions and constant friction



1 Tim. 6:4-5

Those who want their ears tickled will seek teachers according to 


their own desires, turning away from truth to myths.




2 Tim. 4:3-4

False teachers may not know what they are talking about even though 

they may speak with confidence.






1 Tim. 1:6-7

Paul described his own qualifications as a teacher of truth.
His goal is instruction love from a pure heart and a good conscience and 


a sincere faith.









1 Tim. 1:5

He was appointed a preacher and an apostle in faith and truth.



1 Tim. 2:7

Believers must test those who teach by confirming what is presented against Scriptural truth, just as the Bereans did when Paul preached.  Acts 17:11  In order to do this effectively, we must know the Scriptures.  To know the Scriptures means to study, understand and apply them to our lives.
2 Corinthians 13:9-10

Reason and authority
Paul would be delighted if the believers in Corinth show strength of commitment to what is true, not led astray by false teachings.  If he found them living faithfully, he would rejoice in his "weakness" that he need not take that opportunity to exercise his authority over them.  Paul had already expressed his desire that they seek the deeper things of Christ and not live as ordinary people.  1 Cor. 3:1-3  Other churches in Macedonia had set an example for them by giving themselves to the Lord first.  2 Cor. 8:4  
After having been declared just before God by His unilateral, sovereign act of grace (justification), we begin a life-long process of maturing in faith and practice (sanctification).  Paul expressed his role in this process as proclaiming Christ, admonishing and teaching with all wisdom, to present believers complete in Christ.  Col. 1:28  It is in Jesus that believers are made complete.  Col. 2:10  Paul prayed earnestly that those who are in Christ may complete what is lacking in their faith.  1 Thes. 3:10  James pointed out that trials produce endurance resulting in a maturity which is lacking in nothing.  James 1:3-4   Perhaps Paul was most clear in desiring a unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, building into a maturity measured by the fullness of Christ.  Eph. 4:12-13  We must never forget, of course, that it is not human effort alone that brings growth in sanctification, for Jesus is both the author and perfecter of faith.  Heb. 12:2
2 Corinthians 13:11-14

A good word
Paul began his letter to the saints in Corinth with a blessing, grace and peace, and to bless God who is the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.  2 Cor. 1:2-3  Paul concludes with a one sentence summary of the purpose of this letter.  He reminds them


to be made complete, mature in faith and obedience

to be comforted, assured of who they are in Christ


to be like-minded, not striving and disputing with one another


to live in peace, building up one another and abandoning sinful and destructive behaviors

The promise for godly commitment and obedience assures the presence and power of God who gives love and peace.  Verses 12-13 acknowledge the affectionate expression of love among the saints.
Paul signs off with a three-fold benediction which names all three persons of the Trinity.  
While the word "Trinity" is not found in Scripture, God is understood to be one God in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The Trinity cannot be defined, but can be described.  

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are


-
identical in essence


Heb. 1:3


-
identifiable in person


2 Cor. 13:14


-
ordered in authority


1 Cor. 11:3


-
cooperative in function

Eph. 1:1-14; 1 Cor. 12:3-6


-
united in purpose


Eph. 2:18;  John 5:19-21

The 1643  Westminster Confession of Faith confirms what Scripture teaches:

There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, 


a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; immutable, immense, 


eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute; 

working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, 


for his own glory; 

most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, 


forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; 

the rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal, most just, and 


terrible in his judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.

. . . .

In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity:  


God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost;

The Father is of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding;  The Son is eternally begotten of the Father;

The Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.

In our homework we looked at some verses which show the Trinity active together:

Luke 1:35 

Jesus' conception

Matt. 3:16-17 

Jesus' baptism

John 3:34-36 

The gospel which brings eternal life in Christ

Matt. 28:19 

The great commission
Rom. 8:9, 16-17 
Confirming presence of the Holy Spirit in believers
Rom. 8:11 

Jesus' resurrection and that of all believers
1 Cor. 2:2-5 

The purity and power of the gospel
1 Cor. 2:14-16 
Believers' ability to know spiritual things of God
1 Cor. 12:3 

Declaring Jesus is Lord
2 Cor. 1:21-22

Believers are established, anointed and sealed
Eph. 4:4-6 

The unity of believers
Eph. 2:18 

Access to God
Titus 3:4-6 

Believers' salvation, regeneration and renewing
Heb. 9:14 

Cleansing the conscience of believers from sin for good works
1 Pet. 1:2 

Grace and peace in the fullest measure
2 Cor. 13:14
Our blessing:
Grace of the Lord Jesus, love of God, fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
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