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Class Notes for March 19, 2019
As we have worked our way through Paul's letters to the church at Corinth, it is noteworthy that the letters were written over a significant period of time, probably weeks and months.  As news would reach Ephesus, Paul would respond by admonishing Corinth for their disobedience, tolerating sin in the congregation, irreverence during the Lord's Supper, and lack of unity.  Later Paul would commend them for repentance, forgiving and restoring the sinful offender, and for their generosity in support of the church in Jerusalem.  But there are new and ongoing problems.
Paul interacts with them in different ways according to what would be effective as well as how he is led by the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes he is gentle and encouraging, and at other times he must be bold and insistent.  Paul is evidently under attack both personally and concerning his apostleship, putting him on the defensive.  There are false apostles who are discrediting Paul and causing harm to the believers.  Paul has suffered much for the church and his accomplishments are many, but Paul boasts only in what the Lord is doing.  This section of Paul's letter deals with false apostles who are bringing a false gospel, and his words drip with sarcasm calling into accountability those who should know better than to accept such deception.
2 Corinthians 11:1-6


Beware of deceivers

Paul begins by stating that he considers it somewhat foolish to call their attention to the validity of his ministry while with them in Corinth.  Having brought the gospel to Corinth, witnessed God's salvation for many there, and staying for a considerable length of time Acts 18:11  to establish them in sound doctrine, Paul is jealous to preserve their relationship with God and with him.  Being deceived by Satanic craftiness, they are being unfaithful to Christ.  
Their salvation brought them into a pure relationship with Jesus, and that was now threatened.  This covenantal imagery was employed by Paul in Ephesians 5:25-27 where the church is the bride of Christ to be holy and blameless.  Paul expressed a godly jealousy for them.  While we may consider jealousy as a negative quality, God Himself is jealous over his people.   Ex. 20:5, 34:14; Deut. 5:14-15; Joshua 24:19; Zech. 1:14; 8:2
Paul compared these false apostles to the serpent who deceived Eve.  They were outsiders, probably from Judea and bringing letters of commendation from the Jerusalem church, 2 Cor. 3:1, and who apparently encouraged sinfulness.  2 Cor. 12:21   Their fascination with oratory and rhetoric indicated that they were influenced by Greek culture and philosophy.
Paul continued by reminding them of the truth of the gospel which he had brought to them.  Now, they were "bearing beautifully" preaching about another Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel.  These false apostles were presenting themselves as more noble and more knowledgeable than Paul.  Acknowledging that although he might be inferior in speaking talent, Paul had demonstrated reliable truth and knowledge which had been evident to the believers when he was with them.
2 Corinthians 11:7-15

Sacrificial service; deceitful demons

Paul had warned them about preachers who would peddle the word of God for profit.  2 Cor. 2:17   Paul had brought the gospel to them without asking any compensation.  When he had needs, Paul had received financial support from other churches, asking nothing from the church in Corinth and not being a burden to them and he never would be.  It is not clear why Paul refused financial support from them, but it could have been that they were suspicious of his motives in collecting money for the church in Jerusalem.  From verse 10 it seems that the influence of the false apostles was spreading in Achaia, areas where Paul was well known.  Paul knew that he would be vindicated by his love for them.  He would continue to refuse their financial support which would undermine the false apostles claims to be like Paul.
Paul no longer wrote with subtlety:  these men were not true apostles but deceitful workers.  They called themselves apostles of Christ while they were truly servants of Satan.  They were to be exposed as just that and not to be trusted.  These self-styled ministers of righteousness will face God's judgment which is the fate of all false teachers.   Rom. 3:8; 2 Thes. 2:8-9; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; Jude 4, 12-13
2 Corinthians 11:16-21

Foolishness

Paul had reluctantly pointed out to them that he had not and would not take financial support from them, and he had exposed the false apostles as servants of Satan.  Paul knew that boasting was not of the Lord, but he would return to the "foolish" boasting into which the Corinthians had forced him.  After all (sarcastically) they were so wise and tolerated fools so gladly.  

Paul's deep concern was that in rejecting him and following after the false apostles, they were rejecting the true gospel for a false one, and Paul was intent on defending the true gospel of Christ.  He did not view his differences with the false apostles as mere academic or ideological disagreements, but as crucial for the defense of the gospel and the purity of the church.  And false doctrines would bring them into bondage.  Demands for financial support would devour them, take them into poverty.  They would be taken advantage of, caught like fish in an net, by those would exalt themselves and lord it over them.  To be "struck in the face" is a metaphor which would speak of their pending humiliation, treated with disrespect and even contempt.  Paul continues in v.21 by pointing out a comparison between himself and the false apostles.  In a peak of sarcasm, he says that he is "too weak" to treat them that way.
This is a powerful warning from Paul to the church in Corinth, but false teachers who bring false doctrines are a serious problem suffered in varying degrees by all the churches. even today. 
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False teachers deny God's word, cast doubt, deceive, divide, disillusion, and destroy.  

They bring danger of falling away.    Their teachings lead to despair.  
All teachers are held to a high accountability:  James 3:1
2 Corinthians 11:22-29

Commitment evidenced by sacrifice

In these verses Paul addresses the claims of the false apostles that they are superior to Paul.
Are they Hebrews?  Descendants of Moses and of the covenant of the Law.      
So was Paul.

Are they Israelites?  Occupants of the land given the nation by God.

So was Paul.

Are they descendants of Abraham?  People chosen by God.



So was Paul.

But, are they servants of Christ?  That is what they claim, but Paul is much more so.

And there is proof of Paul's devotion to Christ which these false apostles do not have - Paul has suffered for the gospel.  Previously in this letter Paul has listed the sacrifices he has made.   2 Cor. 6:2-10
Paul is still reluctant to boast about his suffering, but the Corinthians have forced him into it.
He cites physical abuse:  beatings, stoning, imprisonment, often in danger of death.  Acts 14:19
       dangers which occurred in his travels:  shipwrecked and in danger of drowning; 
       long and difficult journeys whether in the city or wilderness, on the sea or rivers

       persecution by Jews, Gentiles, and false brethren, often incurring robbers,

       severe conditions including hard labor, sleepless nights, often experiencing hunger and thirst,


in cold and exposure to bad weather

These were merely external things.  Things which Paul considered momentary light affliction 
2 Cor. 4:17   not to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed.  Rom. 8:18   

Paul suffered most deeply an abiding concern for all the churches.  He identified so closely with them that their weakness was also his, and their sin caused him intense emotional pain.  Paul's love for the saints is evident in his letters which have been preserved for us.  
2 Corinthians 11:30-33

Weakness and strength
Paul has repeated that one should boast only in the Lord, but if he had to boast it would be about his weakness which manifested the power and strength of God.  Later Paul would reiterate this observation stating that when he is weak, he is strong.  2 Cor. 12:10   Realizing how incredible the foregoing list of suffering might seem, Paul called on God to witness the truth of what he was writing to them.  Some, but not all, were recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts.  Paul wrote of the witness human weakness has for the strength and power of God.  We should consider that God commands that in obeying Him we do what is humanly impossible:  love the unlovable;  forgive the unrepentant and undeserving;  give to the ungrateful;  overcome evil with good; and the list goes.  It is only by the power of God, the faith that He gives us, that we can live pleasing to Him.  Heb. 11:6
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong.
1 Cor. 1:27
Paul preached in weakness, not with persuasive words but in demonstration of the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor.2:4
In resurrection, believers' bodies are sown in weakness but raised in power.  1 Cor. 15:42-43
As a culminating example of his sacrifices for the gospel, Paul recalled his humiliating escape from Damascus.  Acts 9:23-25  Damascenes (Damascus) was a very old city, about 70 miles inland, situated in a fertile valley fed by two rivers.  It lay on a major trade route and had significant strong walls.  During Paul's time it was ruled by King Aretas who served at the pleasure of Rome.  Paul was preaching the gospel.  The Jews were plotting to kill him, had gained support from the local authorities,  and were guarding the gates day and night to prevent Paul's escape.  Paul knew of their plans, however, and his disciples helped him get away by lowering him over the wall in a basket.  
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