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Class Notes for March 12, 2019
Paul was pleased with the churches in both Macedonia and Achaia for their generosity particularly with reference to their collections for the saints in Jerusalem. Giving is both good works and an element of worship with deep spiritual roots in the sacrifice of Jesus and provision from God.  Benevolence comes from first giving oneself to the Lord.  Christians give voluntarily and liberally as faithful stewards of all that God provides.  Each one is to give as he is able.  The one who has more, gives more, just as he has purposed in his heart, never grudgingly or under compulsion.  There are proportional blessings for generosity, spiritual blessings as the giver matures in faithfulness.  God loves a cheerful giver.  

As the saints give to the work of the church and to the glory of God, there must be accountability of those who handle the money.  Paul sent three persons, all of good reputation and proven faithfulness, to receive the collection openly, in the sight men and the Lord.  Not only is responsibility reinforced in this way, but the love of the saints is expressed and their generosity is known by all.

Paul often defended his apostleship and ministry because of false teachings attributed to him and unfounded criticism by those who would undermine his work in establishing and strengthening the churches.  In this chapter Paul defends his character and methods in response to false accusations.

2 Corinthians 10:1-2


To be meek and bold
Paul had written forceful letters to the church at Corinth.  Although he had been gentle in his interactions with them when present in Corinth, he found it necessary to take a different approach when writing to them.  In Paul's first letter he confronted them about their immaturity and sinful behavior, urging repentance.  Insisting that they address and correct these matters, Paul even asked if they wanted him to return to them with a rod or a spirit of gentleness.  1 Cor. 4:21   Later Paul would be comforted and joyful to learn from Titus' report that they were indeed maturing in faith and practice, not needing a rod of correction.
Several times in Paul's letters to the churches, he encouraged the believers to imitate him because he imitated Christ.  1 Cor. 1:11   This was also true in Paul's different approaches to dealing with them.  Sometimes he was meek and gentle and at other times he was bold and forceful.  To be meek indicates a mild temperament, being patient under injuries, being long-suffering and kind.  Being gentle is to be soft, soothing or moderate.  Certainly these were qualities observed in Jesus.

Jesus Himself stated that He is gentle and humble in heart, providing rest for our souls.  Matt. 11:29  Gentleness is included in the fruit of the Spirit produced in every believer.  Gal. 5:22-23  A repentant believer is to be restored in a spirit of gentleness.  Gal. 6:1  Christians are called to walk worthy of their calling in humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance and love.  Eph. 4:1-2    As people chosen by God, holy and beloved, we are to put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Col. 3:12  When correction is needed, it is to be done with gentleness and an expectation that God would lead offenders to repentance and knowledge of truth.  2 Tim. 2:25  James quoted the proverb that God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble.  James 4:6  Peter taught that our defense for the hope that is in us is to be given with gentleness and reverence.  1 Pet. 3:15    From these and other verses, it is conclusive that gentleness is a necessary quality for all believers.

But what about boldness?  To be bold is to move forward to meet danger, to be daring or unconventional.  Sometimes this Greek word is translated as having good courage or confidence.  Paul had used this word twice previously in this letter.  With reference to the temporary nature of life on this earth, Paul urged the saints to be of good courage (bold) as they walk by faith, and to be of good courage knowing that when believers leave this body they will be at home with the Lord.  That boldness is rooted in the confidence of a life which is pleasing to God.  2 Cor. 5:6-8   This Greek word is translated as confidence (bold approval) in 2 Cor. 7:16 when Paul refers to how the saints in Corinth had received Titus.  

Paul's boldness was evident in his confrontation with the believers in Corinth about their sinfulness.  This is a quality also observed in Jesus' ministry.  Jesus overturned the tables of the moneychangers at the Temple  Matt. 21:12 and refused to let the traders carry their merchandise through the Temple grounds  Mark 11:16.  Jesus showed little mercy to the Pharisees calling them sons of the devil  John 8:44  or when He rebuked demons.  Luke 4:35, Matt. 17:14-18  Certainly the courage and boldness of Jesus was evident as he endured unjust trials and crucifixion.
Paul intended to be bold against those who falsely accused him concerning his  behavior and perhaps even about what he was teaching.  2 Cor. 10:2  While these different behaviors, gentleness and boldness, are exhibited by both Jesus and Paul, we must carefully and prayerfully consider our own behavior and responses to others and desire only to teach, witness or defend the faith in ways which would be pleasing to God.
2 Corinthians 10:3-6


Prepared for war
While believers have peace with God and the peace of God which passes all understanding, we are not at peace with the world.  Jesus promised tribulation for all who would follow him.  Paul points out that this is not merely physical and ideological warfare, but conflict against spiritual opposition.  Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus that our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, powers, world forces of darkness, and spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Eph. 6:12  Peter warned that the devil prowls like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour, and he is to be resisted by drawing near to God.  1 Pet. 8-9  James echoed that observation urging believers to submit to God and resist the devil and he will flee.  James 4:7
Paul described a believer's weapons in this spiritual warfare as divinely powerful to destroy fortresses.  He was more specific about these weapons in his letter to Ephesus.  Eph. 6:10-18   From these verses we can see that we are empowered by God with truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation, and the word of God, praying at all times.
Paul specifically addressed false teaching as speculations and lofty ideas against the knowledge of God.  From the very beginning of the church, there have been heretics and false teachers who would corrupt the truth of Christ.  Jesus had warned his disciples about false teachers and prophets.  Matt. 7:15, 15:9  This verse merely introduces a fuller discussion in the next chapter of 2 Corinthians.  Paul declared that he would not stand idly by while enemies assaulted churches under his care.  Paul was ready to purge false teachers until the church was complete in its obedience to the truth and sound doctrine.  He would draw a clear line between those who were obedient and those who defied reliable teaching.  
2 Corinthians 10:7-11

Prudent authority
In these verses Paul defends his authority but instructing them first to look at what is obvious and consider the evidence.  Those who are confident about their own salvation can also have confidence in Paul.  They knew Paul from personal experience and had learned the truth of the gospel from him.  Considering this, how could they give credibility to false teachers who had not founded churches and suffered persecution as had Paul.
Because of the debate with false apostles, Paul emphasized his authority given directly by the Lord for building up the church.  By contrast, those who came with false teachings and fraudulent authority were actually destroying believers.  Paul was faithful to his commission from Jesus, and he would not be put to shame.

It seems that the false apostles had accused Paul of trying to intimidate the church by his forceful letters.  Paul assures them that his intention was not to terrify them but to bring them to repentance because of his love for them.  The gentleness which Paul had dealt with the church was also criticized as not having an impressive personal appearance and lacking skillful rhetoric and oratory power.  Responding to this, Paul assured them that he was always the same person, and a differing approach did not cancel out the other.
2 Corinthians 10:12-16

Wrong boasting
Paul refused to compare himself with others or to promote himself.  His primary concern was to please the Lord.  1 Cor. 4:4  He asserted his apostolic authority only to keep the Corinthians from turning from truth to the lies being given to them.  The false apostles were comparing themselves to themselves, perhaps inventing standards which they could meet and then declaring themselves superior for doing so.

While the false apostles bragged about themselves, Paul refused to say anything about his ministry which was not true and God given.  Paul was true to the assignment given him by Jesus  Acts 9:15  and his sphere of ministry to the Gentiles included Corinth.  Demonstrating his humility, Paul refused to boast of his own accomplishments but only about what Christ had done through him.  Paul measured success not according to what other men had accomplished, but by the maturing faith of those who had been saved through his ministry.  Paul's ambition was to preach the gospel even further to unclaimed regions beyond Corinth where the good news about Jesus had not been heard.
2 Corinthians 10:17-18

Right boasting
Patting oneself on the back is foolish and meaningless.  Self-commendation is transparent and will not withstand scrutiny.  Those who brag on themselves are prideful and conceited, and their facade of accomplishment will not last.  It is the "wanta-be's" who are arrogant.  Those who are truly accomplished are approachable and humbled even by the praise of others.  In summary and to emphasize what he has been saying, Paul concludes that the important thing to remember and practice is that it is the Lord's approval that counts and results in eternal reward.  While we all will face opposition and false accusations, we are assured by God's word and confirmation by the Holy Spirit of who we are in Christ.  Our witness and ministry for the truth of the gospel are clearly given to us in Scripture, and we can be confident and consistent in what we say and do as we too seek only to please the Lord.
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