2 CORINTHIANS
Chapters 8 and 9

AN EXEMPLARY LIFE









Homework for March 5, 2019
As we continue our study of Paul's instructions to the church at Corinth, a foundation has been laid for what will follow in this lesson.  Paul has clarified who they are in Christ and how they are set aside and holy to God which would govern their choices about how they are to live.  He now continues by addressing the subject of collections for the saints.
DAY ONE

2 Corinthians 8:1-6


The Macedonian example
Almost every Bible with maps has one demonstrating Paul's missionary journeys.  Look at this map and answer the following from Acts 16:6 through 17:20.  
Acts16:8-9
What happened in Troas? ___________________________________________________

What two cities are named in Acts 16:11? __________________ and ___________________________

Where did Paul preach according to Acts 16:12? ____________________________________________


How is that city described? _______________________________________________________

Later Paul would write to the church there.  What does he say about them in Phil. 4:15-18?


_____________________________________________________________________________

Acts 17:1  Another church was established by Paul at ________________________________________


What does Paul commend them for in 1 Thes. 1:3-7? ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

While there were certainly other churches in Macedonia, there were things which they had in common.

According to 2 Cor. 8:2, what does Paul observe about them?


They had great ________________, abundant ______________ and gave __________________.

How did the churches understanding giving?  v. 4 ___________________________________________


For what purpose was their giving? _________________________________________________


Specifically:  1 Cor. 16:3 _________________________________________________________

2 Cor. 8:5 What motivated them to give? __________________________________________________

Who had encouraged them in this ministry of giving at Corinth? ______________________________
DAY TWO

2 Corinthians 8:7-15


Motivation for giving
In v. 7, Paul commends the church at Corinth.  How could the following qualities been evident?

faith

________________________________________________________________


utterance
________________________________________________________________


knowledge
________________________________________________________________


earnestness
________________________________________________________________


love

________________________________________________________________

What "work" does Paul urge for them? v. 7 ________________________________________________

Why?  v. 8 ____________________________________________________________________

Next Paul shifts from that which is material (temporary) to that which is spiritual (eternal).  How was Jesus rich?  Col. 1:16, Rom. 11:36 _______________________________________________________


Phil. 2:10-11 __________________________________________________________________

How was He poor?  Phil. 2:8 ____________________________________________________________
Jesus brought justification (made just or right before God) to everyone who is saved by Him.  According to Rom. 5:2 what riches are granted to every saint?  __________________________________________

Back to 2 Cor. 8:10-14, Paul expresses a desire that they not only give, but that they ________ to do so.

Paul points out that he does not want to make them poor by their giving, but those who have


________________ are to help those who are in ____________ achieving some _____________

Let me assure you that this does not teach communism or socialism but benevolence.

Paul quotes an OT principle by quoting Ex. 16:18.  What blessing from God was being shared which 
elicited this observation by Moses? _________________________________________________

Is Paul asking them to share what they should consider as blessing from God? _____________________ 
Benevolence was evident from the beginning of the church.  What is observed from Acts 2:44-45?


______________________________________________________________________________

DAY THREE
2 Corinthians 8:16-24

Accountability
Having given the saints in Corinth an example of the churches in Macedonia, and having urged them to give generously as evidence of their gratitude to God, Paul cites some examples of individual giving.
First, someone they know well:  v. 16 __________________________________

According to 2 Cor. 8:6, how is he involved in their giving? ___________________________________

In v. 18-21, an unnamed believer had accompanied Titus to Corinth and then traveled with Paul.

Who had caused this person to go with Paul as the contributions were delivered? ___________________

For what purpose? ____________________________________________________________________

How did Paul feel about this? v. 21 _______________________________________________________

In v. 22, another believer is referenced.  Who chose him to accompany the others? _________________

v. 23 How does Paul describe Titus' role?  _________________________________________________

the others who go with Titus? _____________________________________________________

This delegation would assure those who give of the integrity of how the gifts would be handled.

Therefore, what does Paul urge them to do? ________________________________________________
When we give to the Lord through our leaders, Paul is pointing out the need for integrity and accountability.  This is true for the local congregation as well as on a denominational level.  

Take a few minutes and name some ways in which you personally feel led to support financially.


______________________________________________________________________________

What are some things which destroy the integrity of those entrusted with these resources?


_____________________________________________________________________________
DAY FOUR
2 Corinthians 9:1-7 


Commendable giving
Paul commended the church at Corinth for their enthusiasm for giving and 


he had boasted about them to the ______________________.  

Where were others churches who were also inspired by the Corinthians?__________________________
Paul urged them to complete the task and has sent the men named in 2 Cor. 8:16-24, for what


purpose? ______________________________________________________________________

What had Paul instructed them to be doing regarding collection since he was there?  See 1 Cor. 16:2


______________________________________________________________________________

In v. 4, Paul pointed out that their failure would cause him ________________ before the Macedonians.
What would characterize the gift or collection expected? v. 5___________________________________


What sin could interfere with that expectation? _______________________________________

v. 6 is often quoted as a principle for giving generously, however in v. 7 Paul puts some parameters around giving which also apply.  One is not to give __________________________ or  


under ___________________________, but as purposed in his ___________________


 and _____________________________________. 
Churches often identify a tithe or 10 percent as expected giving for believers and offerings are encouraged in addition to the tithe. Yet less than 3 percent of evangelical Christians give that much.  Sometimes that level of giving is required for those who would hold leadership positions.  Tithing was required under the Law given through Moses.  Let's take a quick look.  Summarize what is learned from

Deut. 12:5-6 _________________________________________________________________________
Deut. 14:22 _________________________________________________________________________

2 Chron. 31:4, 12 _____________________________________________________________________

Mal. 3:8-10 _________________________________________________________________________
Tithing is mentioned in the New Testament only with reference to those who paid tithes in obedience to the Law.  The Pharisee looked to justify himself by obeying the law, including tithing.  Luke 18:12  Matthew and Luke both record an encounter Jesus had with Pharisees who claimed righteousness by tithing.  Matt. 23:23 and Luke 11:42.  Jesus did not renounce them for tithing, but for what did he rebuke them?  _____________________________________________________________________________

The only other reference to tithing is found in Heb. 7:8-9 recounting Abraham's gift to Melchizedek.

From  Mark 12:41-44 (also Luke 21:1-4), Jesus noticed a widow's giving and contrasted her gift with the larger gifts which were probably tithes.  For what did Jesus commend her? She ____________________

As we continue to study giving, consider that as a Christian perhaps tithing is not enough.  It is the wrong mindset and attitude.  All we have, everything, is held in stewardship.  We are accountable for all God gives us, which is everything and  not just a small percentage.  We are to give generously, cheerfully, from our hearts.
DAY FIVE

2 Corinthians 9:8-15


The blessings of giving
What confidence do we have in giving generously, even out of deep poverty as the Macedonians gave. 


______________________________________________________________________________

What is the outcome of giving?   v. 10-11

Supplying the needs of _______________________


Resulting in __________________________ and __________________________ to God


Their ____________________ is evident in the ______________________ of their giving.

In response, those who receive will _________________ for those who give.  Their giving is testimony


of the surpassing ________________________.

Jesus' teaching about giving is quite insightful.  In Jesus' encounter with the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar, Matt. 22:15-22  Jesus said to give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's.   What, then, belongs to God? ____________________________________________________________
What is our Christian relationship to secular government?         Rom. 13:1-7, 1 Pet. 2:13, 1 Tim. 2:1-2


______________________________________________________________________________

Why?
______________________________________________________________________________

Christians are law abiding and generous.  Our financial paradigm is to live modestly, save regularly, and give generously -- in reverse order.  We give to God first, save to meet future needs, and live on the rest.

v. 15    Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!!!  No matter the level of our generosity, it is always 
God who has given us the most.  Complete today's homework by reading Rom. 5:15-17.
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