2 CORINTHIANS

Chapter 4

AN EXEMPLARY LIFE









Homework for February 5, 2019
Paul's encouragement to the saints in Corinth was to help them understand what it means to be in Christ, free from the burden of the Law, motivated by love, and empowered to serve God.  God's promises through former covenants would be everlasting, but what had been revealed in them was a foreshadow of what would be fulfilled in the new covenant.  But Paul has much more to teach them.
DAY ONE

2 Corinthians 4:1-4

Things hidden, minds blinded
Paul states that his ongoing ministry is due to God's ______________________.
From what we have studied, what could have Paul to "lose heart"? ______________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

What synonyms could be used for "lose heart"? _____________________________________________

What is the source of Paul's strength?  Acts 20:24____________________________________________


1 Cor. 9:16-18 _________________________________________________________________


Col. 1:23-25___________________________________________________________________

Paul states that he has turned away from "things hidden".  This indicates a deep repentance.  What kind of sins in a person's life might be "hidden"? ________________________________________________

This level of repentance was one reason Paul gives that he was not walking in ____________________,

he was not ______________________ the word of God, but demonstrating _________________

Paul felt his life was testimony of the truth that he taught and would withstand examination by both


_______________  and  _________________.

In v. 4 Paul attributed one cause for those who are perishing is that _____________________________


has blinded their minds.  What is Satan's motivation? __________________________________

How does Paul refer to the gospel here? ___________________________________________________

Here Paul states that Jesus is the image of God.  How is that confirmed in

John 14:7-9 _________________________________________________________________________
John 1:1 ____________________________________________________________________________
From Hebrews 1:1-3  identify the pronouns as God the Father or Jesus:

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He  _________ appointed heir of all things, through whom __________ also He ________ made the world. And He  ________ is the radiance of  His __________ glory and the exact representation of His___________ nature, and upholds all things by the word of His____________ power. When He___________ had made purification of sins, He_____________ sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,_____________________ 


DAY TWO

2 Corinthians 4:5-7

The treasure

Frequently in Scripture we see Jesus referred to in three names.  What would be the specific reference by using Jesus ____________________, Christ ___________________, Lord ____________________
How does Paul see his relationship to the saints? ___________________________________________

How does he relate to them according to 1 Cor. 4:14-15 ______________________________________ 

Paul also defined his ministry or service in relation to Jesus.  How does he refer to himself in

Rom. 1:1 ___________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 1:10____________________________________________________________________________

Titus 1:1____________________________________________________________________________

How did Peter refer to himself:  2 Pet. 1:1 _________________________________________________

How did James see himself?  James 1:1____________________________________________________

What is said about Jesus in Phil. 2:7 ______________________________________________________
There is a theme here about Christian ministry.  How should we see ourselves?


______________________________________________________________________________

The contrast in verse 6 is between light and darkness.  Today let's do a little study on spiritual darkness.

The condition of unbelievers:

Matt. 6:23 ___________________________________________________________________________

John 3:19 ___________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:11 ___________________________________________________________________________
1 John 2:11 __________________________________________________________________________

Good news and commands for believers:

1John 1:5 ___________________________________________________________________________

Col. 1:13-14_________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:8 ____________________________________________________________________________
John 8:12 ___________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 5:16 __________________________________________________________________________

There are many verses contrasting spiritual light and darkness, but we will move on.

Back to 2 Cor. 4:7   Paul comments on his own personal inability and contends that the _____________ _____________________ of the  power of the gospel is not from himself but from ________________.

DAY THREE
2 Corinthians 4:8-12

Afflicted and victorious

We have studied how Paul suffered greatly in bringing the gospel throughout his travels.  While admitting the adversity, Paul also sees the victory.  What are the contrasts in these verses:

afflicted but __________________________
perplexed but ___________________________

persecuted but ___ _____________________
struck down but _____ ____________________

always carrying Jesus' ________________ so that that Jesus' _______________ is demonstrated.

Paul never exalted himself.  When Paul describes those who are called by God, he includes himself.  Who has God called? 1 Cor. 1:26  Not many __________ or _______________ or _______________ 


So that, 1 Cor. 1:29 ___________________________________________________________

This is a stark contrast to Paul's view of his life prior to his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus.  How does Paul describe himself in Phil. 3: 4-6

as to his Jewish heritage: _____________________________________________________

as to the Law _______________________________________________________________

as to religious zeal __________________________________________________________


as to righteousness as defined by the Law ________________________________________

Phil. 3:7, Paul gives value to his former life as _____________ for the sake of _________________

Paul's priority was not his own life but his ministry for Christ.  Christ gave his life for all those who are His.  Remember, Paul said that he was to be imitated by others because he imitated Christ.  1 Cor. 11:1    And on a personal note, we should all examine ourselves to stay true to our priorities and commitment  as children of God in a world that walks in darkness and opposes all that is Light.
DAY FOUR
2 Corinthians 4:13-15
Abundant grace

When referring to the spirit of faith, Paul is referring to his own spirit which had been dead in trespasses and sin  Eph. 2:1 and which was now made alive and confirmed by the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 8:16   Paul refers back to Psalm 116.  Perhaps a clearer translation of this verse is "I believed, therefore I have spoken."  Let's take a look to see what reminded Paul of this Psalm.
v. 1-2  Why did the psalmist say he loves the LORD? _______________________________________

v. 3  What was he suffering? ____________________________________________________________

v. 4-5  How is the LORD described? ______________________________________________________

v. 6-8  What had the LORD done for him? _________________________________________________

v. 9-10  In light of all this, how did the psalmist respond? _____________________________________

Now back to 2 Corinthians 4:14-15, 

What does Paul confirm about Jesus in this verse? __________________________________________


What does he anticipate?  1 Cor. 15:20-23 ___________________________________________

"With us" is an interesting reference.  From 1Thes. 4:13-17, what two events of "togetherness" are specified as Jesus' return.?  First, Jesus comes with __________________________________________ then  those who are alive  ____________________________________. Now THAT's a family reunion!
DAY FIVE

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Eternal glory

Paul acknowledges that his physical body is in decline, but he is not discouraged.  What does he declare about his spiritual health? ______________________________________________________________
How does Paul see the afflictions he endures? _______________________ and ___________________

We might tend to see that somewhat differently, but Paul has measured his afflictions to the rewards.

What is affliction producing? ___________________glory which surpasses his afflictions.

Here is a strong contrast between what is temporal or temporary and what is eternal.  

It is a reality check for us, too.

What are some temporary things we see? __________________________________________________


How long will they last? _________________________________________________________

What are some eternal things which we cannot see now? _____________________________________


How long will they last?  ________________________________________________________
Then, what is the purpose and benefit of that which is temporary? ______________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

What should be our priority?  ___________________________________________________________

What did Paul teach about the hope of our salvation in Rom. 8:24-25 ___________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

This is a sobering lesson and one which prompts us to take a harder look at our daily lives and our ultimate goals.  Jesus saved us from death and gave us eternal life which has already begun here.  

So, we must ask ourselves, what have we done today, and each day, that has eternal value?
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