2 CORINTHIANS
Chapter 13


AN EXEMPLARY LIFE









Homework for April 2, 2019
Paul had defended his apostleship and the truth of the gospel to a church prone to sin and susceptible to false teaching.  While they had repented in the past and shown generosity, Paul was fearful that their turning from sin may be temporary.  His love for them had been expressed in admonitions both gentle and bold.  As he concludes this letter, there are some final words of correction, instruction and blessing.
DAY ONE


2 Corinthians 13:1-4


Accountability for sin

Paul wants them to know that when he comes, he will hold them accountable for their behavior.
What testimony would establish their guilt or innocence? _____________________________________

How was that rule established?  Deut. 17:2-6 _______________________________________________

What offense in these verses called for a death penalty? _________________________________

Who confirmed this standard in Matt. 18:15-17? ____________________________________________


What is addressed in these verses? _________________________________________________

What warning did Paul give them?  2 Cor. 13:2 _____________________________________________

By what authority was Paul qualified to pass judgment? ______________________________________

What was Paul's attitude toward their sins?  2 Cor. 12:21 _____________________________________

Verse 3 speaks of Jesus' power.  Jesus speaks in _____________ Why? _________________________


Paul has declared Jesus' power in his own weakness.  


That power will be evident toward ______________  and in _________________.

v. 4  contrasts the evidence of both weakness and power.


Jesus was crucified because of weakness, a reference to His ________________________.



but resurrected because of Divine ____________________.


We are humanly weak, but live because of the ____________ of God.

It is with the power and authority of Jesus that Paul demands accountability for sin.

DAY TWO


2 Corinthians 13:5-6


Test yourselves

Paul gave them an opportunity to repent prior to his coming by examining themselves according to the faith or sound doctrine.  In order to pass this testing, there must be evidence that __________________
is in them.  Paul declared that he had certainly already passed this test.

We, too, must be aware of how we are maturing in faith and living to please God.  By what measure are we tested?  Scripture, of course.  But what Scripture?  The ten commandments?  The beatitudes?  The sermon on the mount?  Only the quoted words of Jesus (in red)?  What we learned in Sunday School?  
According to Rom. 8:28 we are being conformed to Jesus.

What do we know about Jesus from John 8:29? _____________________________________________


John 5:30 _____________________________________________________________________

God's will is what is pleasing to God.  God is sovereign over everything, but everything does not please Him.  What does the Psalmist say in


Psa. 143:10 ____________________________________________________________________


Psa. 40:8 ______________________________________________________________________

How can we know what is the will of God?


Rom. 12:2 _____________________________________________________________________

What is our path for pleasing God?  1 Thes. 4:3 _____________________________________________


1 Pet. 4:6 _____________________________________________________________________

What rewards are there for those who live according to God's will?


John 7:17 _____________________________________________________________________

Mark 3:35 _____________________________________________________________________

Matt. 7:21 _____________________________________________________________________

John 6:37-40 ___________________________________________________________________

There are other Scriptures urging self-examination.  Regarding participation in the Lord's Supper

1 Cor. 11:28-29 ________________________________________________________________

And 
Psa. 139:23-24 _________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

Self-examination is valid and useful when guided by the Holy Spirit and measured by the revealed word of God.  It leads to both repentance and assurance of righteousness.

DAY THREE

2 Corinthians 13:7-8


Living according to truth

Having examined themselves, Paul urges them to do what is right.  
Why might they excuse themselves for wrong behavior? ______________________________________
Even if we think someone else has sinned, would that justify our sin? ____________________________

Paul aligns himself with truth.   This references revealed truth in Jesus and the faith which is sound doctrine.  What do we know about sound doctrine or teaching from the following:

2 Tim. 3:16
________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 15:4
________________________________________________________________________

1 Tim. 4:6
________________________________________________________________________

1 Tim. 4:13
________________________________________________________________________

Titus 2:1
________________________________________________________________________

Titus 2:7
________________________________________________________________________

And warnings about false teaching:
1 Tim. 6:3
________________________________________________________________________

2 Tim. 4:3
________________________________________________________________________

Col. 2:8
________________________________________________________________________

1 Tim. 1:6-7
________________________________________________________________________

How does Paul describe his teaching in
1 Tim. 1:5
________________________________________________________________________

1 Tim. 2:7
________________________________________________________________________

How can we recognize truth in teaching and doctrine?

Acts 17:11
________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR

2 Corinthians 13:9-10

Reason and authority

Paul expressed a desire that they would be strong when he came, and that his doubts and concerns may have come from his own ____________________________.  His desire is that they mature in faith,  be complete.  From Paul's first letter to the believers in Corinth, what did he want for them?
1 Cor. 3:1-3 _________________________________________________________________________

How was that expressed in 2 Cor. 8:5-6? __________________________________________________
Maturing in faith is the subject of many verses.  What is learned from

Col. 1:28
________________________________________________________________________

Col. 2:10
________________________________________________________________________

1 Thes. 3:10
________________________________________________________________________

James 1:4
________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 4:13
________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 12:2
________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE


2 Corinthians 13:11-14

A good word

Benediction simply means "good word".  As Paul finishes this letter to the believers in Corinth, he closes with some encouraging words.  First, he reiterates that they should work to be complete, mature in the faith.  Also, be comforted.
What had Paul taught them about this in 2 Cor. 1:3-4 _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Be like-minded.  What instruction had Paul given them in 1 Cor. 1:10?


________________________________________________________________________

Live in peace.  1 Cor. 1:3
_______________________________________________________


1 Cor. 7:15  _______________________________________________________________

And a promise:  2 Cor. 13:11  The God of ________________ and _______________ will be with you.

This benediction includes all three persons of the Trinity.  Paul invokes


The grace of ____________________________


The love of _____________________________


The fellowship of the _____________________
While the word "Trinity" is not found in Scripture, God is understood to be one God in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The Trinity cannot be defined, but they can be described.  The three Persons of the Trinity are


-
identical in essence


Heb. 1:3


-
identifiable in person


2 Cor. 13:14


-
ordered in authority


1 Cor. 11:3


-
cooperative in function

Eph. 1:1-14; 1 Cor. 12:3-6


-
united in purpose


Eph. 2:18;  John 5:19-21

They are often mentioned in close proximity.  What event involved all three in the following:

Luke 1:35 
______________________________________________________________________

Matt. 3:16-17 
______________________________________________________________________

John 3:34-36 
______________________________________________________________________

Matt. 28:19 
______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 8:9 
______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 8:11 
______________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 2:2-5 
______________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 2:14-16 ____________________________________________________________________
1 Cor. 12:3 
______________________________________________________________________

2 Cor. 1:21-22 ____________________________________________________________________

Eph. 4:4-6 
______________________________________________________________________

Eph. 2:18 
______________________________________________________________________

Titus 3:4-6 
______________________________________________________________________

Heb. 9:14 
______________________________________________________________________

1 Pet. 1:2 
______________________________________________________________________

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
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