2 CORINTHIANS
Chapter 12


AN EXEMPLARY LIFE









Homework for March 26, 2019
Last week we saw how frustrating it was for Paul to defend his apostleship against accusations from false apostles who would lead the believers in Corinth away from the true gospel which Paul had delivered to them and by which they had been saved.  He felt foolish reminding them of the sacrifices he had made and how he had conducted himself honorably when he was with them.  As Paul continued his letter, he has some information to share with them which will give additional support to the authenticity of his ministry as an apostle of Jesus.

DAY ONE

2 Corinthians 12:1-6

Apostolic training
Jesus chose twelve men to disciple who would be commissioned as apostles and empowered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  After Judas' death (a story for another study), there was a vacancy.  
From what you know about the history of Israel, why would there need to be twelve apostles?


_____________________________________________________________________________

According to Acts 2:21-26, what are the necessary qualifications for an apostle? 


______________________________________________________________________________

For how many years were the apostles trained by Jesus? __________________________

From your definitions handout from the Introduction to this study, define an apostle:


_____________________________________________________________________________

How was Judas' successor identified? _____________________________________________________

In Acts 9:15, how was Paul made an apostle? _______________________________________________
From what we just learned about qualifications of an apostle, what was Paul lacking?


______________________________________________________________________________

Now to 2 Cor. 12:1-6
    Paul writes that his boasting is _______________ but not _________________.

What is he going to reveal to them? _______________ and ________________ from _______________

When did it occur? ______________________  Where did this occur? ___________________________


More specifically, where?  v. 4 _________________________

This word occurs only two other times in the NT.  What is learned from


Luke 23:43 ____________________________________________________________________


Rev. 2:7, 22:2 __________________________________________________________________

What happened to Paul there? ___________________________________________________________

Why would Paul have referred to himself in the third person?  v. 5-6


______________________________________________________________________________

In these verses, Paul did not mention that his apostleship was confirmed by the other apostles.  Read

Acts 9:26-29.  Was Paul immediately received by the other apostles? _____________ Who interceded on Paul's behalf? ____________________  How is this man described in Acts 11:24?


_____________________________________________________________________________

How else was he instrumental in Paul's ministry?  Acts 11:25-26


_____________________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
A lesson in humility and contentment
How does Paul describe the revelations he had received? ______________________________________
How could this have affected him?  _______________________________________________________

However, that did not happen because of what he described as a ________________________________

There has been a lot of speculation about exactly what this is, so let's just see what the Scripture says:

It was a ____________ from Satan.  So, there was a ____________ and not necessarily an affliction.  Paul said that he was ___________________ by this, but he considered his physical suffering as


2 Cor. 4:17____________________________________

According to Rev. 12:10, what is revealed about Satan? _____________________________________

Considering Paul's deep concern and love for the churches, would Paul have been vulnerable to this tactic?  Why?    See Acts 8:3;   22:19-20;   26:9-11 __________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

As we continue, consider that Satan is subject to the sovereignty of God.  So ultimately this was God's action.  For what good purpose? ________________________________________________________

When Paul evaluated his apostleship, what was his conclusion?  1 Cor. 15:9-10


_____________________________________________________________________________

What assurance did Paul receive from the Lord?  2 Cor. 12: 9 __________________________________


What did the Lord say about Paul's weakness? _______________________________________

What five words did Paul use to describe those things with which he was content?


________________, _______________, ______________, _____________, _______________

         This is where Paul identified his "thorn in the flesh" which was a condemning message from Satan.

What did Paul write in Phil. 4:11-13? _____________________________________________________

2 Cor. 12:10  Why was he suffering these things? ___________________________________________


In light of Acts 9:16, what would he have expected? __________________________________

DAY THREE
2 Corinthians 12:11-13
A true apostle
In these verses Paul continued to deny pride in his apostleship and felt ________________ in defending his authority from the Lord.  The false apostles had presented themselves as ______________________,
as sarcastically noted by Paul, while Paul presented himself as a _______________ only pointing them to Jesus.

Paul reminded the believers at Corinth that there had been evidence of Paul's authentic apostleship.

According to the following verses, what would validate a true apostle? If possible,  note who and where.
Acts 2:22
________________________________________________________________________

Acts 2:43
________________________________________________________________________

Acts 4:29-30
________________________________________________________________________
Acts 5:12
________________________________________________________________________
Acts 14:3
________________________________________________________________________
Rom.15:18-19
________________________________________________________________________
Heb.2:3-4  
________________________________________________________________________

Some translations do not include Mark 16:9-19 because these verses are not found in the oldest manuscripts.  If they are included in your bible (although this exception will be indicated), what did Jesus tell his eleven apostles about proof of their ministry? ____________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

In 2 Cor. 12:13, Paul again referred to his not accepting financial support from the church at Corinth.

Being obviously facetious, he apologized for ______________________________. 
DAY FOUR
2 Corinthians 12:14-18
Giving and not greed
Paul had visited Corinth on his second and third missionary journeys.  Acts 16:6 (Galatia region) and 
Acts 18:1  Paul has several times expressed his desire to revisit Corinth, but sent Titus instead.

Paul planned a third visit (although there is no record he accomplished this), and promised that when there he would not __________________________.  Paul did not want their financial support; his desire was for ______________________.  In bringing spiritual riches to them and not desiring what was theirs, Paul compared himself to a _______________ and they as his _______________________.
This generational responsibility was reinforced by Paul in his letter to Timothy.  1 Tim. 5:8  What does Paul say about those who fail in this regard?  ______________________________________________

Verse 15 confirms Paul's sacrificial love for these believers.  And he asks if his love for them should


result in their ________________________________________.

In v. 16-18 Paul spoke to the false accusations from the false apostles that he had __________________


the believers in Corinth.  Paul had pointed out that he himself had not taken anything from them,


and what further evidence did he offer that his integrity was consistent?


______________________________________________________________________________

Paul was concerned that the false accusations against him would also impugn the character of 


_____________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE

2 Corinthians 12:19-21
Continuing sinfulness
As Paul continued to berate the Corinthians for their unfounded suspicions and deception by the false apostles, he calls their attention to a most important fact:  They are not his _______________________

Paul's defense is before __________________, and Paul's argument is only for their ________________

The influence of these false apostles could lead to a serious deterioration in the faithfulness of the believers in Corinth.  Paul was concerned that when he did come that he might discover what specifically named sins among them?  I count eight:


1. __________________ 2. _________________ 3. _________________ 4. _______________


5. __________________ 6. _________________ 7. _________________ 8. _______________

This is totally contrary to what Jesus had commanded in John 13:34-35.  What was Jesus' reason for this commandment? _____________________________________________________________________

Paul had deeply loved them, diligently taught them, and lived as an example to them.  If he found them sinful at his return, his humiliation would be from _____________________.  How did Paul say he would feel about this situation?  Would he be angry?  or would he _________________.

Paul was even concerned about past sins which had not been repented.  Here he names three sexual sins. 

Define each one and see how they might differ slightly.

impurity
________________________________________________________________________

immorality
________________________________________________________________________

sensuality
________________________________________________________________________

If they have not repented but are practicing these sins, what do we know from 1 John 3:9-10?

____________________________________________________________________________________

In the next chapter Paul will further address the issue of unrepentant sin.  The Corinthians should consider themselves warned!
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