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Class Notes for September 18, 2018

Last week we focused on understanding the purpose and process given in Scripture for maintaining purity, peace and fellowship through church discipline.  Paul was very clear:  no one may practice sin and remain in good fellowship among the congregation of believers.  The goal of confronting an offender is to bring repentance and restoration to fellowship with the church.  Matthew 18:15-20 gives a four step process for effective church discipline.  At any point, repentance would accomplish the goal and it would be over.  Stubborn refusal to repent would eventually lead to removal from the church, still with the same goal - restoration.
Other benefits of practicing church discipline include protecting believers from the corrupting influence of unrepentant sin among them, denying Satan an opportunity, and maintaining an authentic Christian witness to the world.  In Chapters 4 and 5 Paul points out that failure of the church to act is also sinful.  He insists that the matter be remedied before he returns to them, or he will come with a rod.  

In spite of these clear teachings, few congregations practice church discipline.  We have seen the need for church discipline, the process given in Scripture, the goal of discipline, and the reasons why it must be practiced.  We can understand some reluctance since the world values tolerance and acceptance concerning sin and sees this process as judgmental and unloving.  What qualifies the church to pass judgment in this way?  
1 Corinthians 6:1

Settling disputes within the church

In 1 Cor. 5:12-13 Paul pointed out that they are indeed judges of righteousness, not for the world outside the church but specifically for those within the community of believers.  After all, God judges sinners outside the church.  In Chapter 6, Paul recognizes that they have legitimate disputes, but he chastises them for taking complaints among believers to civil courts to be judged by the unrighteous judges of the world.  "Unrighteous" would not refer to their moral character, but to their unsaved spiritual condition.   Wouldn't the saints judge better!  

Courts make decisions based on civil or criminal laws and previous decisions (precedents).  Even judicial systems based on Judeo-Christian law, as given in Scripture, recognize only the "moral law" and do not adhere to the spiritual demands.  Moral law is influenced by culture, time and place.  It may change and vary drastically.  In the United States, adultery and sodomy have been prosecuted as crimes, but no more.  Social movements such as feminism, LGBTQ pressures, humanism, and materialism have gained strength and acceptance in the world and even found their way into churches.  
Paul insists that disputes among believers should be settled between believers.  There are spiritual considerations, and the saints have very specific Scriptural instructions about how to treat one another.  There are at least 55 "one another" verses in the New Testament which govern how we interact with other believers.  The one most often repeated is, of course, love one another.  Here are a few others:

MAR 9:50  . . . be at peace with one another."


JOH 13:34-35   "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.".


ROM 12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;


ROM 12:16  Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the 
lowly. 


ROM 14:19 So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.


ROM 15:7   Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.


1CO 12:25  . . . that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same 
care for one another.


GAL 5:13   . . . through love serve one another.


GAL 5:26  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.


EPH 4:2  . . .   with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,


EPH 4:32     be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.


EPH 5:21      be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.


PHI 2:3    Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard 
one another as more important than himself;


COL 3:9   Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,


COL 3:13  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; 
just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

1TH 4:18   Therefore comfort one another with these words.


1TH 5:13    Live in peace with one another.


1TH 5:15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for 
one another and for all men.


HEB 3:13  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today,  lest any one of 
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin."

HEB 10:24   let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,


HEB 10:25   not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.


JAM 5:9  Do not complain, brethren, against one another,


1PE 4:9    Be hospitable to one another without complaint.


1JO 4:7    Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God.


1JO 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

In light of this, it seems unreasonable to take disputes outside the church when they can be settled according to righteousness and love.  True justice and spiritual integrity could be accomplished within the authority of the church rather than submitting to unrighteous, unspiritual, judges.  This is effective because God judges the unrighteous  1 Cor. 5:13, and He has given authority concerning civil and criminal offenses to governments as ministers of justice for all those who practice evil.  Rom. 13:1-7
Another factor to be considered is that everyone in the visible church is not saved, which explains a lot of things.  We can understand some of the challenges by recognizing that there are four kinds of people in the world:  
those who are truly saved, know it, and are fully engaged for God



those who are truly saved but are unsure and need assurance and encouragement



those who are not saved, don't care, and are not interested and 



those who are not saved, but think they are.  

This last group is the one which causes the most trouble in the church.
1 Corinthians 6:2-6

Rightful judges

In these verses Paul points out that saints are qualified, competent and destined to judge.  He has already told them that they were enriched in Jesus in all speech and knowledge, not lacking any spiritual gift, and having the mind of Christ.  1 Cor. 1:4-7, 2:16  In Christ, saints are overcomers of the world and  given responsibility for judging, specifically concerning church discipline.  To overcome means to have victory, conquer, prevail.    Jesus overcame the world.  John 16:33  Whoever is born of God overcomes the world.  1 John 5:4-5   
In Creation, man was given authority over all the earth.  Gen. 1:26    In this life (after Adam's sin), man was made a little lower than the angels, and we do not yet see all things subjected to man.  Heb. 5:6-8  Angels are created beings who are ministering spirits to the saints  Heb. 1:14, it seems reasonable that they will continue to serve saints in eternity.  Fallen angels have already been judged.  2 Pet. 2:4, Jude 6, Rev. 12:7-9
In verses 3-4 Paul points out the future judging responsibilities for saints.  In this life they are competent to judge, and in the eternal life to come they, with Jesus, will judge angels.  While we are being conformed to Jesus in this world, our current positional righteousness is stated in 

Eph. 5:6:   "seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."  
A future role for Christians is to rule and reign with Jesus:

Phil. 2:9-11  Jesus is highly exalted, at whose name every knee will bow and 

every tongue confess that He is Lord.  

Rev. 2:26-27   He who overcomes and keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over 
the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, . . . 
Rev. 3:21  He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne 


as I also overcame and sat down with My father on His throne.

1 Corinthians 6:7-8

Right motives
Paul's point here is that Christians are destined to judge with Christ in eternity, and they are qualified to judge in this life.  It is shameful to bring issues before unbelieving judges who have no spiritual insights nor future role in judging.  Brother against brother before judges who have no standing or part in the church, means Christians are defeated before their case is even heard.

It is so objectionable to bring "in-house" disputes to secular courts, that Paul insists that it is better to be wronged or defrauded than to air issues between Christians before the world and thereby causing harm to themselves.  Loving and forgiving have more eternal value than any reparations in this life for wrongs suffered.  Besides, none of the believers is free from having committed these types of offenses.
1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Reasons for resolution

Believers are different from those who are unrighteous and practice sin.  While saints are qualified and commanded to judge within the church, the unrighteous are judged by God.  Earlier Paul had instructed them that those outside the church are judged by God and are not part of church discipline.  Paul reminds them that they were formerly sinners, but they had been changed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.  In his letter to Timothy, Paul gave another list of the unrighteous who will characterize the last days before Jesus' return.  Such people were to be avoided, separate from the congregation of believers.

Paul had addressed them earlier as "those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."  1 Cor. 1:2
They had been washed
given new life through spiritual cleansing and regeneration





John 3:3-8; 2 Cor. 5:17, Eph. 2:10; Titus 3:5


sanctified
have a transformed life which produces a new direction of 





obedience and holiness    Rom. 6:17-18, 22


justified
given the righteousness of Jesus and a new standing before God




Rom. 3:26; 4;22-25; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil 3:8-9; 1 Pet. 3:18
Romans 8:29-30 reveals God's work in salvation for each and every saint.  God 

foreknew




 knew beforehand, those who would be saved.  

predestined 
 



determined their destiny before it occurred  

to be conformed to the image of His Son 
to be made holy, sanctified 

called 





an effective call drawing to Himself all who are His

 justified




declared righteous in Christ

glorified




a sure future event when Jesus is fully revealed and









demonstrated in every believer


1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Required righteousness

To no longer be slaves to sin, but slaves to righteousness   Rom. 6:16-22   means that believers are commanded and obligated to obedience.  The church at Corinth had the wrong idea.  Somehow they considered that since all their sins were forgiven, all behavior was permissible.  Not true.  While all sins are forgiven, there is a dynamic which makes forgiveness effective in a believer's life at the point of confession and repentance.  Forgiveness requires repentance.  There is no disconnect.  1 John 1:9   Deliberate, defiant, unrepentant sin is not forgiven.  Num. 15:27-31, 1 John 3:4-10; Heb. 6:6  
In his letter to the Romans, Paul asked a rhetorical question:  "Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  May it never be!"  Rom. 6:1-2  While we are not under the Law but under grace, making us right with God, we are a temple of the Holy Spirit and members of Christ's body.  Believers are one spirit with the Lord and must not bring sin into that relationship.  Flee immorality and any form of idolatry.  Run, don't walk!
Perhaps the clearest understanding of our salvation is that we belong to Jesus.  Bought and paid for.  Lock, stock and barrel.  Hook, line and sinker.  All in.  Paul states that we have been bought with a price.  And what was that price?  The sacrificial death of Jesus on our behalf.   "You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with the precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ."  1 Peter 1:18-19
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.   Rev. 5:12     "Therefore, glorify God in your bodies."  1 Cor. 6:20
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