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Walking Worthy in a Wicked World
Chapters 15-16




Class Notes for November 6, 2018
In the past two weeks we have studied the importance of spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit for building up the church and the necessity of love in all things.  As Paul continued his letter to the church at Corinth, he stressed to them the necessity for sound doctrine concerning the gospel and the truth and hope to be found in the resurrection of Jesus.  Unlike other parts of this letter, this chapter is devoted entirely to doctrine.  Jesus' resurrection is the power of the gospel and the singular point on which all other doctrine depends.  The first two sermons preached by Peter after Pentecost focused on the resurrection.  Acts 2:14-36 (see v. 23-24) and 3:12-26 (see v. 15).
We will begin with a definition because a clear understanding of Jesus' resurrection and its significance is essential.  To be resurrected is to be brought back to life never to die again.  To date, only Jesus has been resurrected.  All other resurrections will come when Jesus returns.

Jesus brought people back to life.  They were revitalized or resuscitated, but not resurrected because they died again.  Perhaps the most familiar is Lazarus who was dead for four days.  John 11:1-45    Jesus also brought Jairus' daughter back to life which is reported in Matt. 9:18-26; Mark 5:22-24, 35-43; and Luke 8:41-42, 49-56.  The son of the widow of Nain was revitalized.  Luke 7:11-16   Perhaps it was most astounding when at the sound of Jesus' loud cry saints who had been dead came out of their graves.  Matt. 27:51-53
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The Gospel
Paul begins by confirming the essential points of the gospel.  It had been preached to them by Paul, they had received it and continued to stand fast in their belief.  Paul confirmed that it is by the gospel that they were saved.  Evidence of their salvation is that they continued in their commitment, otherwise their belief had not been rooted in faith.  

In verses 3 and 4, Paul gives a "power point" presentation of the gospel:  Christ (the promised Messiah) died for our sins (substitutionary atonement, 2 Cor. 5:21), He was buried, and He was raised on the third day -- all according to Scripture.

Many people who resist the truth of the gospel do so by denying the resurrection of Jesus.  Yet, proof is abundant.  Jesus frequently told His disciples that he would be killed in Jerusalem and that he would rise from the dead on the third day in fulfillment of prophecy.  In these verses for example . . . 

Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; 26:32

Mark 9:9-10;10:33-34; 14:27-28 


Luke 9:22; 18:31-33; 24:7, 46


John 2:19-22
Jesus' appearances covered a period of 40 days and occurred in several locations including Jerusalem, Galilee, the road to Emmaus, the road to Damascus and Bethany.  In verses 5-8 Paul gave a list of witnesses to the truth of Jesus' resurrection many of whom were still alive.  Peter testified to salvation and hope brought by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  1 Peter 1:3  Peter was an eyewitness to Jesus' majesty 2 Peter. 1:16-18,  and John's testimony was based on what he and the apostles had heard, seen, and touched with their hands, the Word of Life.  1 John 1:1
Jesus' appearances are astounding.  We can imagine being with the women who went to the grave on Sunday morning and meeting Jesus on the road as they ran to tell the disciples.  Matt. 28:1-10  Think about walking along the road to Emmaus and being joined by Jesus who conducted a Bible study on the Old Testament, revealing Himself first in the Scriptures and, after a meal, making Himself recognized by them.  Luke 24:13-34   Or perhaps dining with the 11 disciples when Jesus came to them and gave them their commission to preach the gospel to the world.  Matt. 28:16-10; Mark 16:14-18   Would we have doubted like Thomas who asked to touch Jesus' wounds?  John 20:24-25  How about breakfast by the Sea of Galilee?  John 21:1-14    Oh, to have witnessed Jesus' ascension!  Acts 1:4-11
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Paul's personal encounter with the risen Christ
Here Paul recalls his own conversion and commissioning when he met Jesus even after His ascension. Acts 9:3-18   Paul was burdened by his early persecution of the church.  Acts 8:3, 9:1-3; Gal. 1:13-14
Because of this and the fact that he was the last apostle appointed by Jesus, Paul considered himself to be qualified only  because of God's grace which saved him and gave him his ministry.  Although Paul had not accompanied Jesus during His ministry, in v. 11 Paul confirmed that his preaching was consistent with that of all the apostles bringing the gospel which they believed.
1 Corinthians 15:12-19

The necessity of the resurrection

Paul had encountered resistance to the truth of the resurrection when he preached in Athens.  Acts 17:32  Jesus also was confronted by the Sadducees who denied any afterlife.  Some resistance to the truth of Jesus' resurrection may be understandable since it had never happened before and it hasn't occurred again since!  An amusing debate is recorded in Matt. 22:23-33 when Jesus informed the Sadducees that their false doctrine was due to their ignorance of the Scriptures and the power of God.
The Old Testament teaches a bodily resurrection and an afterlife.  "As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God; Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints within me!   Job 19:25-27      But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, for He will receive me. Psa. 49:15    Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  Dan. 12:2
Denying the resurrection of Jesus has some dreadful implications and leads to despair.  


If Christ has not been raised, then no one will be raised.


If Christ has not been raised, then the gospel is not true and 



their faith is worthless and they are still in their sins.


If Christ has not been raised, then those who died in faith with hope of eternal life have perished.


If Christ has not been raised, belief in Him in this life only makes us just pitiful!

A Christian life is one of blessings, wisdom, joy, purpose . . . but also one of dedication and sacrifice, and believers are often persecuted and martyred.  If this life is all there is, there is not enough reward here to justify what is required of believers.  That is why God promises heaven and rewards for faithful service in eternal life with Him.

Jesus came, lived, died and rose again to demonstrate the eternal life which He came to bring to all who are His.  There is no other source of spiritual life than Jesus.  Peter proclaimed this truth when Jesus' teaching caused many who were listening to Him to go away.  When Jesus asked the twelve disciples if they too would leave, Peter responded, "Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life.  We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God."  John 6:66-68
When Jesus promised eternal life in Him, He was speaking to people who were mentally and physically alive, but spiritually dead.  Eph. 2:1  Jesus came to bring spiritual life.  John 6:47, 63  Those who are saved are triune beings, saved completely:  body, soul and spirit.  1 Thes. 5:23
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The life perspective of the resurrection
Understanding the future requires understanding the past.  Our secure future is that Jesus was the first to be resurrected demonstrating the truth of eternal life for all who are His.  It was through the sinful nature of the first man Adam that death came to all.  All who are in Christ will be made alive.  Paul explained this in more detail in Romans 5:12-21.  Jesus was the first to be resurrected, and all who are His will be resurrected at His coming.  

In v. 23-28 Paul explains that Jesus rules over His kingdom now, until all His enemies are defeated and all earthly rule, authority and power are abolished.   The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  At the end when Jesus returns, there will be no more death.  All things will be subject to Christ except for the Father who reigns supreme.  Saints of all ages will be resurrected to life with Jesus, and all those who are not in Christ will be resurrected to eternal punishment.  1 Thes. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:31-46
 v.29-34  Truth of the resurrection impacts our behavior now.  If there is no resurrection and Jesus does not return to establish His eternal Kingdom, why continue to baptize believers into this hope, why endure the dangers of persecution?  Paul mentioned how he was treated badly in Ephesus.  That is what is meant when Jesus commanded that we take up our cross and follow Him.  Matt. 10:38-39   Personal death has a different meaning for believers.  We die to self and live for Christ.  Rom. 6:4-8    Paul said that he died daily.  "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me."  Gal. 2:20    "For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's."  Rom. 14:7-9
If we did not believe this, then we would live just for ourselves and for our own pleasure . . . eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die and it's all over.  Yet, we are not to be deceived.  This attitude is destructive, and bad company corrupts good morals which are to be desired even in this life.  The conclusion is obvious:  stop sinning!  Don't act like those who have no knowledge of God.

1 Corinthians 15:35-49

The nature of the resurrection

Paul asks the next logical questions:  How are the dead raised?  and   What kind of body will they have?
There is an agricultural analogy:  this earthly body will not be like the one to be.


a seed is not like the plant it produces; but it must "die" and be buried before it can change.

There is a biological analogy:  all flesh is not the same.  Our flesh will be different when resurrected.


even on earth, men, animals, birds and fish have different flesh.

There is a astrological analogy:  the sun, moon and stars are different in their composition and light.

Conclusion:  Our resurrected bodies will be new, something different from what we know now.


Now our body is perishable


then it will be imperishable


Now it is dishonorable


then it will be in glory (fully revealed)


Now it is weak



then it is powerful


Now it is natural



then it is spiritual

All because of Jesus.  Adam was created a living soul.  Jesus is a life-giving spirit.


Adam was first and was from earth.

Jesus followed and is from heaven.

All those who are in Adam remain earthly
All those in Jesus will be like Him.  1 John 3:2
1 Corinthians 15:50-58  

The victory of the resurrection
Paul continues by explaining that the transformation which occurs at our resurrection is necessary because in eternity there will be a spiritual quality to our being.  It is a mystery which has been hidden in the past which is revealed in Christ.  We will be with Jesus and we will be like Him.  This transformation is necessary for us to live in God's glory in eternity.  It will happen suddenly at a time when some people will still be alive.  Then that which was perishable will be imperishable; and that which was mortal will be immortal.  Death came because of sin (v.56) and there is victory over death at the final resurrection of the saints.  This is accomplished only by God's power through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul described this scene to the church at Thessalonica.  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   Jesus will return to earth with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and a trumpet of God.  Those who died in Christ will rise first, then living saints will join them to meet Jesus.  At this resurrection, the bodies of all who have died in Christ will be united with their souls and spirits which have been with the Lord since their physical death.  We will be with Him in the eternal Kingdom of God.  We are comforted in anticipating this victory, no matter how difficult life may be.

Knowing that this is true, we are to live in light of that truth.  The words used by Paul here describe what God accomplishes through faith:  we are to be steadfast, immovable, abounding in work for the Lord.  
1 Corinthians 16:1-24

Concluding instructions

As Paul concludes this letter to the church at Corinth, he has some final observations and instructions for them.  He is sending this letter to them by Timothy who was accompanied by Erastus.  Acts 19:22    Paul had expected Apollos to go as well, but Apollos had refused and Paul respected his decision.  Timothy was to be well received in Corinth.  Paul also instructed the church to acknowledge three men who were early converts in Asia and had been active with Paul in ministry.  They served the churches and Paul as well, refreshing his spirit.  Paul expressed his plans to return to Corinth after remaining at Ephesus for some time.  He was still traveling through Macedonia but there was considerable opposition from adversaries of the gospel.
Paul sent greetings from the churches he had visited in Asia, from Aquila and Prisca (Priscilla), the church that met in their house, and all the brethren.  Although letters were often penned by a secretary or scribe, Paul signed this letter in his own handwriting.  

In his final words, Paul probably showed a continuing concern for false believers at Corinth, reminding them that those who do not love the Lord are doomed for destruction.  At the same time Paul expressed an eager desire for the coming of Jesus which he had described for them in the preceding chapter.  Maranatha is translated "Come, Lord."  And a blessing from Paul:  grace from Jesus and love in Christ. 
____________________________________________________

And so, we have concluded this study of Paul's letter to the believers in Corinth.  We have seen how they were challenged by their former lives and by the immoral and pagan culture in which they lives.  We can see the parallels with our own experiences.  Paul has carefully instructed them and us how we are to walk worthy in this wicked world, worthy of God's love, Jesus' sacrifice, and the presence of the Holy Spirit in each of us.  We can with one voice join Paul in proclaiming   Maranatha!
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