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Class Notes for October 30, 2018
Chapter 13 has been considered Paul's greatest literary accomplishment. This is a long letter from Paul to the believers in Corinth.  As we have studied through these chapters we have seen how challenged these saints were to overcome experiences and understandings from their former pagan life and the immoral culture in which they lived.  Paul has given them instructions concerning worship in observance of the Lord's Supper and the importance and ministry of Spiritual gifts within the body of believers.  But, there is an overriding consideration which is foundational for faithful obedience and service:  love.  At the end of Chapter 12, Paul introduces the topic of love as a "still more excellent way."  Love is the motivation and required component of everything that is Christian.  What is "love"?
It is difficult to find a concise definition.  The English dictionary has about a half page with instances where the word would be used and has synonyms such as affection, devotion, fondness, predilection, warmth, enduring emotional regard, adoration, romantic feelings, steadfast and enduring loyalty.

There are six Hebrew words translated "love".  The most often used word, 208 times, is H157  ahab which means a strong emotional attachment to and desire either to possess or to be in the presence of the object.  (1) may be rooted in sexual desire   (2) between parents and children, family love   (3) for friends and neighbors.  The second in frequency is H160, 40 times, which is essentially a synonym.

The Greek words most frequently translated love are G25 agapao, used 142 times and meaning to love in a social or moral sense, and G26 agape used 116 times.  The definition of agape includes affection or benevolence from believers which is not an impulse from feelings nor with natural inclinations but which seeks the welfare of all.  Also, and most importantly, it is the attitude of God 


toward His Son and


     

John 17:26


toward those whom He has given His son    

John 17:23


God's will for His children toward one another



not dependent on the object of what is loved



by God's divine will and deliberate choice, without assignable cause, except God's nature

This word expresses the deep and constant love and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely unworthy objects producing and fostering a reverential love in them towards the Giver.
This love is dependent, and conditional, on the one who is loving, not the one who is loved.

God is holy, holy, holy, and God is love.  Those who truly love must love as God loves.  Abiding in love is abiding in God.  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear.  We love because He first loved us.  1 John 4:16-19   Love for God and others comes from a new heart given to each believer at justification.  Ezek. 11:19-20, Jeremiah 24:7;  31:33;  32:38-40   Without this new heart it is impossible to love in this way.
One interpretive method is to look at the context in which a word first appears in Scripture.  For love, it is Genesis 22:2 where a father, Abraham, loves his only son, Isaac, and offers him as a sacrifice, proving his fear for God.  This context for love helps us understand God's love for His only Son who offered Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of His people.  This is the greatest love of all time.  There is no greater love.  John 10:14-18; John 15:13   
Jesus summarized all commandments in that we are to love God and love others.  Matt. 22:36-40   We are to love God with all our heart, soul and mind.  Love our neighbors as ourselves.   We are to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  Matt. 5:44   And, as believers, love one another as Jesus loves us.  John 13:34   There are special blessings for those who love God:  His lovingkindness, His faithfulness to keep His covenant, He keeps His own but destroys the wicked, we are loved by Him, Jesus discloses Himself to us, He will not forget our good works, we are preserved under trial, we overcome the world and are heirs of the kingdom.
Love can be wrong.  


Do not love the world or things of the world.  




1 John 2:15  



Here "world" is defined as all that is in opposition to God.


The lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, sinful pride of life.


The love of money is the root of all sorts of evil.




1 Tim. 6:10


Church leaders are to be free from the love of money.



1 Tim. 3:3


The one who loves money is not satisfied with money



Eccl. 5:10


Do not love sleep or you will become poor.





Prov. 20:13


Do not love false prophets.







Jer. 5:31


Do not love evil.








Micah 3;2


Do not love perjury (lying).







Zech. 8:17

Sometimes an equivalence is made between love and trust.  "If you love me, you would trust me."  They are not the same nor are they dependent.  Love is given freely.  Love is strong and will take a severe beating, but trust is earned and is very fragile.  Once lost, trust may take a long time to earn again.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Essential love

The church at Corinth was not lacking any spiritual gift, but they were being misused.  Although they  had right doctrine (11:2), there were quarrels, disputes, tolerance of blatant sins, and a lack of love for all the members.  Even the gifts which they desired were worse than useless without love.  They were prideful and selfish, not concerned about edification or building up the common good.  This chapter is bracketed between two exclamations:  Love is a more excellent way, 12:31; and pursue love, 14:1.  
Paul wrote to the church at Rome:  Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.  Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.  For even Christ did not please Himself; . . .  Rom. 15:1-3    I have counted at least 20 times in the New Testament where we are commanded to love one another.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
Evidence of love 

Positive qualities

Love is patient.  Sometimes I think the hardest thing God asks us to do is wait, be patient.  Isaiah 40:31 is often quoted.  Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.  A good definition of what is means to wait is:  a sustained effort to stay focused on God through prayer and belief.  Also, Psa. 28:7     It is to rest and not fret.  Psa. 37:7   Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus imploring them to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love.  Eph. 4:1-2
Love is kind.  I heard a definition of being kind as treating someone like kin, but that understanding doesn't work for all families.  To be kind is to have good or benevolent behavior, to be gentle, compassionate, showing mercy, willing to be generous and forgiving, to be useful.  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  Eph. 4:32
Love rejoices with the truth.  Laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  Eph. 4:25 Jesus is truth, an there is a strong contrast between all that is righteous and the devil.  The devil does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
John 8:44    There are many verses in Scripture which forbid lying and warn of bad outcomes.  Falsehood and hypocrisy are universally condemned, while truth is of God.
Love bears all things.   This speaks of endurance, overcoming, being undefeated.  It also means to come underneath and lift another up.  In loving one another, we are to bear one another's burdens.  

Gal. 6:2    Now we who are strong ought to bear the weakness of those without strength and not just please ourselves.  Rom. 15:1  

Love believes all things.  This quality is about having confidence in the goodness of other believers.  Christians are obligated to truthfulness.  Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Rom. 15:5-6
Love hopes all things.  Hope is a sure expectation in the promises of God.  Hope is not just wishing or even having confidence without the foundation of God's word.  God is faithful and will do all that He has promised.  Loving God means having this hope.   Heb. 6:18-19 assures us that by two unchangeable things (God's promise and His oath, v. 17) in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil.
Love endures all things.  Earlier in our study we had assurance that God is faithful in that He will provide a way of escape so that we will be able to endure.  1 Cor. 10:13  We are to be patient and not complain.  James 5:7-9  Those who are saved will endure and are blessed.  James 5:11   If we endure we will also reign with Him.  2 Tim. 2:12  Paul has already told the church at Corinth that he is an example of endurance under persecution.  1 Cor. 4:12, 9:12    Jesus is our ultimate example:  ". . . let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfect of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Heb. 12:1-2
Love never fails.  1 Peter 4:8 assures us that love covers a multitude of sins.  Because of love, we forgive and restore the one who offended.  Often when we love as Jesus loves us, we do not see immediate results.  Yet, love is the quality which ensures that the end result will please God.  As we continue to examine these qualities of love, we know that love is sacrificial and challenging.  We depend on the wisdom of God and the power of the Holy Spirit to be faithful to always act in love.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
Evidence of love 

Prohibited qualities
Love is not jealous.  Jealousy is a righteous quality when God is jealous and will not share His glory with another.  Ex. 20:4-5, 34:14;  Deut. 4:24-25;  Nah. 1:2     Paul had a godly jealousy for them that they would not be led astray from devotion to Christ.  2 Cor. 11:2    Paul had already cautioned the church at Corinth about jealousy and strife among them  1 Cor. 3:2.   Again in 2 Cor. 12:20  Paul is concerned that when he returns he might find strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, and disturbances.  A summery understanding might be that jealousy is righteous when it desires exclusiveness to God, but wrong when it acts in unbecoming ways for personal desires.
Love does not brag.  When someone is boastful it is an effort to elevate oneself above someone else.  It has been said that there are three sins in the church:  boasting, challenging one another, and envying one another.  Gal. 5:26     None of these is to be tolerated.  In 1 Cor. 1:26-31, Paul had reminded these believers that they were called by God's grace alone, not their merit, and that no one could boast before God.  It was by God's doing that they were saved, and Jesus became for them wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.  Therefore, anyone who boasts should boast in the LORD.
Love is not arrogant.  The opposite of arrogance is humility.  We are to be like Jesus.  In Phil. 2:3 believers are instructed to do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.  Arrogance can be dangerous:  But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled, and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.  Matt. 23:11-12
Love does not act unbecomingly.  Christians must always be aware that their behavior is central to their testimony.  We are a witness to the world as well as to other believers.  James 3:13 instructs us:  Who among you is wise and understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  Jesus said:  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.  John 13:35
Love does not seek its own.  Love is not selfish or demanding.  See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  1 Thes. 5:15  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  Rom. 12:17   Selfish ambition, and every evil thing, is demonic.  James 3:13-16    Paul wrote that false teachers were motivated by envy and strife, proclaiming Christ out of selfish ambition rather than pure motives. 
 Phil. 1:15-17  A godly ambition would be to lead a quiet life and attend to our own business and work with our hands, so that we will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. 1 Thes. 4:11-12
Love is not provoked.  Quick tempered is not a loving quality.  We must live in peace with one another.  1 Thes. 5:13  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  Matt. 5:9   If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Rom. 12:18    Everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  
James 1:19-20   There is holy anger since God gets angry.  He was angry with Israel for 40 years!
Heb. 3:17  It is no sin to be angry about what angers God.  However, when we are angry about sin, it is no excuse for us to sin.  And we are to get over it quickly.  Eph. 4:26
Love does not take into account a wrong suffered.  This is about forgiving when we have been wronged.  There is really only one good reason to forgive:  we are forgiven.  Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  Eph. 4:32  God is just, and He will take revenge.  Rom. 12:19   We are to love our enemies and pray for them, and in doing so will overcome evil with good.  Rom. 12:20-21
Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness.  Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Rom. 12:9   In Corinth, as well as in our world today, sin has become entertainment.  What God declares as abominable to Him is celebrated.  Isaiah prophesied judgment on Judah for their offenses against God:   For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel against His glorious presence.  The expression of their faces bears witness against them, And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.  Isa. 3:8-9
1 Corinthians 13:8b-13
What is for now, and what is forever.

In these verses, Paul writes of two time periods:  now and then.  Now is their lifetimes and it extends throughout the church age "until the perfect comes."  At that time Jesus will return to fully establish His Kingdom on earth and everything will be fulfilled and fully known.

Spiritual gifts of prophecy, tongues, knowledge are for now while we live in the imperfect.  In Jesus' eternal Kingdom, everything has been brought to its intended conclusion.  Final judgment has been rendered, evil receives its just punishment, and the saints are glorified.
Paul describes the difference in time periods in three ways:


Now is like a child and a childish level of understanding.



 Later will be like a man who no longer has a childish understanding.


Now is like looking in an unclear mirror.



Later is like seeing face to face.


Now is knowing just part of what is to be revealed 



later when we will know fully and be fully known.

More important than spiritual gifts are faith, hope and love.  However, after Jesus' return and the Kingdom of God is fully established, there will be no need for faith, God's enabling power, since all God intended will have been accomplished.  There will no need for hope since all promises of God will be realized.  But love continues for all eternity.  Therefore, pursue love.  1 Cor. 14:1
In this lesson we should have gained a deeper understanding of what it means to love God and others.  We should be mindful of these teachings and apply them to our own lives and relationships with family, other believers, neighbors, friends, non-believers, and those who are hostile to God.  It seems absolutely impossible to love too much, so this is an area of our Christian walk where we can all improve.  Love is most important when it is most difficult.
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