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Class Notes for October 23, 2018
Last week we studied two topics:  divinely ordered authority and the Lord's Supper.  We combined Chapters 12 and 14 this week to study the topic of spiritual gifts.  The church at Corinth had some serious problems concerning their worship.  They were in gross error in their observance of the Lord's Supper, and they lacked understanding concerning spiritual gifts and their proper function in the church.
We were saved by grace through faith for good works which were prepared by God in advance for us.  Eph. 2:8-10    It is God who equips each of us for these good works through spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.  
A little background:  Pagan religions often have manifestations of counterfeit "spiritual" manifestations such as ecstasies, visions and dreams, channeling spirits, oracle pronouncements, glossolalia and telling the future through reading astrological charts, palms, bumps on heads, tea leaves and lots.  Paul sought to clarify to the church truth and the Spirit that would give them understanding and regulate their worship and behavior.

The Greek word for "gifts" is G5486 charisma, indicating a Divine gift received without merit by the operation of the Holy Spirit in the churches.  It is a word connected to G5485 charis which means grace or graciousness.  
1 Cor. 12:1-3   Evidence of salvation is truth about the lordship of Jesus from the Holy Spirit, and those who acknowledge the lordship of Jesus will speak truth and lead others to that lordship.  
1 Cor. 12:4-11  These verses give an introduction and overview of spiritual gifts and how they function.  There are different gifts which enable specific ministries, and each ministry will have different effects.  Each gift/ministry/effect is for the common good of believers brought about by the cooperative intentions and work of the three persons of the Trinity.

1 Cor. 12:12-31   Paul continues to explain the interaction of all spiritual gifts by using the metaphor of a human body.  While the church is one body, each gift has a specific function and is dependent on the others for the whole body to function as intended.  Individuals do not choose their own spiritual gift, but the Holy Spirit assigns gifts according to His will and the will of the Father.  v. 11, 18   Each gift is essential and is to be honored.  Gifts are not to be desired for selfish reasons but for the common good.  In v. 31 Paul instructs believers to desire the "greater gifts."  In this context those would be the gifts without which the church could not be established:  apostles who were sent by Jesus Himself, prophets who speak the word of God, and teachers who disciple believers.  v. 28   Because the church needs to be strong, we are to desire the greater gifts  1 Cor. 12:31 for “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored,  all the members rejoiced with it.” 1 Cor. 12:26   

Love is still more excellent and is required of every believer regardless of his or her spiritual gift.  Love is first in the list of qualities which make up Spiritual fruit.  A faithful life includes practicing one's spiritual gift for the common good of believers but also includes growing in the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control.
Spiritual gifts are listed in several places in Scripture:
1 Cor. 12:8-10

word of wisdom
word of knowledge
faith

healings




miracles

prophecy

discerning of spirits




tongues

interpretation of tongues 
1 Cor. 12:28-30
apostleship

prophecy

teaching
miracles




healing


helping


administration




tongues

interpretation of tongues

Eph. 4:11

apostleship

prophecy
evangelism

pastor/teacher
1 Peter 4:9-11

speaking

serving

Rom. 12:6-8

prophecy

serving

teaching

exhortation




giving


leading

showing mercy

Every believer has at least one spiritual gift which enables an effective ministry for the building up of the church.  Every gift may have different ministries.  For instance, a teaching ministry may be for children or adults, it may be a media ministry or writing books.  Different effects might include training leaders, clarifying sound doctrine, strengthening families, mentoring individuals, and encouragement.
1 Cor. 14:1-32  There was chaos in the worship services of the Corinthian church.  Some members were speaking in "tongues" or glossolalia which is an utterance of non-language and has no understanding or reason.  Glossolalia is practiced in other religions, and it became high profile in the United States in recent history as a "charismatic" movement spread throughout the churches bringing with it false doctrines requiring the practice as proof of salvation or a "second baptism of the Holy Spirit."  However, "if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him."  Rom. 8:9b   Everyone who is saved is sealed by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.  Rom. 8:11, Eph. 1:13
Pentecost gives us a clear understanding of the miracle of tongues.  Acts 2:1-13  Jesus had told His disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to wait and receive power when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.  They would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and even the remotest part of the earth.  Acts 1:4-8  Pentecost in Jerusalem was attended by Jews from many countries.  They spoke different languages, but when the Holy Spirit came in power, demonstrated by the sound of wind and by fire, the mighty deeds of God were clearly communicated.  Jesus' disciples were speaking languages they had not learned, and people were hearing the good news in their own languages.  These "tongues" or languages enabled Jesus' disciples to fulfill His command to take the gospel to the remotest part of the earth.  Paul had extensive travels to remote places, he commented that he spoke in languages more than others.  1 Cor. 14:18  
Order was to be restored to the church services by requiring that no language could be spoken unless it could be understood.  Therefore, if someone wanted to speak it would be necessary to have an interpreter so that the message could be understood by everyone.  The gift of tongues or languages, was given as a sign to unbelievers as miraculous witness to the power of the gospel.  Prophecy, or speaking God's word, was a sign to believers.  1 Cor. 14:22     All gifts are to used for edification, strengthening and building up the church.  For more go to   http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm.
1 Corinthians 14:34-35   “Let the women keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but let them subject themselves, just as the Law also says.  And if they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.”

These verses are often debated and under attack due in part to a historical subjugation of women in society as well as the impact of the feminist movement.  In order to rightly understand what Paul is telling the church at Corinth, we must see what else Scripture has to say about the roles and ministries of women.  Christianity brought a radical change in the way women are treated in the community of believers and elevated women above what was practiced by the Jews or in the secular world.  We see that women prayed in church gatherings and prophesied as well. Acts 1:14, 21:9   Widows were cared for  Acts 6:1-4 and women were instrumental in supporting the establishment of new churches and the ministries of the apostles.  Acts 16:14-15, 40; Rom. 16:1
Galatians 3:28 states, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Paul states that those who are in Christ are equally in Christ.  There are no second class citizens; there is no social strata, no hierarchy of believers.  We are united even in our diversity of spiritual gifts and ministries.  1 Cor. 12-14   These roles and ministries within the body of Christ are given directly by God and each is essential.  Women’s roles in the church are never inferior in nature or effectiveness.

Ephesians 5:22-24 states, “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in every thing.”  God designed marriage to be a picture of Christ and the church.  Verses following these describe the husband’s relationship with his wife in this regard.  A woman’s testimony to the world that she is submitted to Christ is that she is submitted to her husband (v. 22).  Be careful to note that this is the wife’s voluntary action; no where in Scripture is a husband told to dominate his wife!

1 Tim. 2:9-15 elaborates,  “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness.  Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness.  But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.  For it was Adam who was first created and then Eve.  And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression.  But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.”

Well, there is a LOT in these verses.  Certainly we should agree that a woman’s appearance and behavior should always reflect her desire for godliness followed by an admonition to be teachable.  
So far that is pretty clear.  The next verse cautions against women exercising authority over men.  This instruction cannot be based on status within the faith or on ability as we have discussed above, and Paul goes on to explain that it has to do with the basic nature of women (more easily deceived) and with the order of creation which determined an order of authority.

Regarding the “more easily deceived” part of this verse, we acknowledge that Eve was deceived by Satan (although Adam sinned deliberately which may be considered even worse), and women are more inclined to emotional decision making.  2 Tim. 3:5-7 speaks of men who have only a form of godliness, denying its power, who captivate weak women, weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of truth.  How susceptible we become when we stray into sin.   It has long been observed that female thinking processes differ from men’s, with men described as having “straight line” logic and women as thinking in multi-faceted processes.  Perhaps this can be easily understood by observing shopping practices of the two genders . . . admittedly very different.  Of course, these are generalizations with a few exceptions, and no one would claim that men are not gullible to some degree (often exploited by feminine wiles).  However, we women are vulnerable and are blessed by that umbrella of protection in the family by their father or by their husbands in a marriage relationship.  Eph. 5:25-31   Women who are single or widowed are under the protection of the church leadership.

This authority is continued in the church structure where women are not to exercise spiritual authority or teach men.  For this reason, some denominations will not ordain women in any role.  Women’s ministries are varied and vast, however, in teaching other women   Titus 2:3-5   and in the nurture and instruction of children as a delegated authority from the father who is given primary responsibility.
Deut. 6:4-9, 5:16; Eph. 6:1-4 
Perhaps a preceding verse to instructions about women in 1 Corinthians can shed some light on this: 

1 Cor. 14:33:  “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.”  All authority in the Godhead and in the church and the family is established by God.  1 Cor. 11:3 states, “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.”  Jesus receives His authority from the Father.    Matt. 28:18, 
John 5:26-27, 10:18    So, Jesus is under authority, a man is under authority, and a woman is under authority.  Even the Holy Spirit is called a Helper   John 14:26  and it is no insult to a woman to be called man’s “helper” . Gen. 2:20-21.  A woman’s resistance to authority resulted from sin, but God decreed that man would rule,    Gen. 3:16
Although Scripture clearly defines the role and authority of women in the family and in the church, the Bible does not prohibit women from holding positions of authority in a secular setting.  The virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 had her own business as did Lydia.  Acts 16:14  However, women must always have their responsibilities in their family and in their church as a priority.  Men’s vocations should never detract from their godly responsibilities either for 1 Tim. 5:8 states, “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.”

Some observations:
It requires Divine help for women to be content under authority.  Fulfilling one’s role as a child of God, a wife and a mother is challenging enough without trying to rebel against that calling.  A strong family has a godly father as its head (Adrian Rodgers says that anything with two heads is a monster and anything with no head is dead!), and a strong church has strong male leadership.  It is not that women are not capable for there are many women who must bear the responsibility of being a single parent, and often it seems that in the church if women don’t do the job it just won’t get done.  I suggest that perhaps those jobs God gave to men in the church should remain undone until they assume their responsibilities.  If women will do the work, men just won’t fight them for it.  This understanding of Scriptural instructions regarding leadership and authority ensure a strong church and a strong family.  What woman would not want that?

1 Cor. 14:37-40     Paul concludes this section of his letter by confirming that his instructions are according to the Lord's commands.  Opposition is not to be given any credibility.  The church is not to forbid God's word being brought in different languages (there must be an interpreter), and all things are to be done in a proper and orderly manner.
1

