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DAY ONE		Chapter 7		Teachings on marriage
In this chapter Paul is responding to some specific questions which have been sent to him by letter from the church at Corinth.  Here we play "Jeopardy".  We have the answers, but not the questions.  Some of our homework may be review and very familiar to most of us, but it will establish context for our study this week.  To understand Paul's answers to Corinth, we must know what God says about marriage.

Gen. 2:20-25    Whose idea was it for a man and woman to be married? _________________________
	For what reason was woman created? ______________________________________________
	How is marriage defined as a primary relationship?  v. 24 ______________________________
		______________________________________________________________________
	How is marriage defined as an honorable relationship?  v. 25 ___________________________
Isa. 54:5-6, Jer. 31:32    How does God describe His relationship with Israel? 
	He is a __________________ to them.
Eph. 5:22-24   In a marriage, a wife is to demonstrate the role of the _______________ to Christ.
		In what way? ____________________________________________________________
Eph. 5:25-30   The husband demonstrates the role of _____________________ in three ways.  Describe
	v. 26-27  His spiritual responsibility________________________________________________
	v. 28	   His physical responsibility _______________________________________________
	v. 29	   His emotional responsibility _____________________________________________
Just in case we missed it, what is confirmed in v. 32? ________________________________________
v. 33  What is the command to the husband ________________________________________________
          What is the command to the wife ___________________________________________________
Let's draw a conclusion:  Human marriage is a picture of _____________________________________
	Therefore, what is true of Christ and the church should be true of our ______________________
A marriage consistent with the image of Christ and the church is required of church leaders.
	1 Tim. 3:2, 12 _________________________________________________________________
How precious is this relationship?  Heb. 13:4 _______________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
How very reassuring that God's love and forgiveness cover us when we fail and repent .. and we all fail.
However, our failure does not alter the standard.

DAY TWO		Mark 10:1-12		Marriage Defined		See also Matt. 19:3-12
What question did the Pharisees ask Jesus? _________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
Why did they ask that particular question? _________________________________________________
What two teachings did Jesus identify which might have caused them confusion?
	v. 8-9	God created them to be _______________  not to be __________________ Gen. 2:22-25
	v. 4      Moses permitted __________________________________________________________
	v. 5	What was Moses' reason for this action? _______________________________________
	What do we know about that condition?  Ezek. 11:19-20 ________________________________
		________________________________________________________________________
	v. 11-12   Marrying another person would be considered __________________ Also Luke 16:18
To draw a parallel for believers in our time, people can be legally separated (not nullifying their legal relationship while living apart), but the marriage itself remains binding.  Therefore, someone legally separated who married another person would be committing bigamy or adultery.  
	What is the seventh commandment?  Ex. 20:14 ______________________________________
	What was the penalty for adultery?  Lev. 20:10, Deut. 22:22 ____________________________
From Matt. 19:10, what was the disciples' reaction to Jesus' teaching? __________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________
	What was Jesus' response?  Matt. 19:11-12 _________________________________________
There is an "exception" clause in Matt. 19:9 which I want to address here.  The word for "immorality" is the word for fornication, any sexual immorality, and therefore, when discovered,  would be cause for not consummating a marriage proposal (engagement) with a covenant.  That was the issue Joseph faced with Mary's pre-marriage pregnancy.  Was there any immorality on Mary's part? ______________________

DAY THREE		Adultery
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addressed sin and the condition of the heart.  From
	Matt. 5:21-22, what constitutes murder? ___________________________________________
	Matt. 5:27-28, what constitutes adultery? ___________________________________________
Jesus addressed the behavior of those who are legally separated in Matt. 5:31-32.  From these verses
	how else is adultery committed? __________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________
Moses required a written certificate of divorce because of the hardness of their hearts.  This writ would protect a separated woman from accusations of adultery which would bring a death sentence.  Traditionally, churches permit this separation when there is adultery, abuse or abandonment (the three "A's").  The question which remains is how does this "divorce" affect the covenant bond of marriage?  
	Does it remain?  If so, remarriage would constitute adultery.  
When Israel turned from God to serve idols, how is that described in
Jer. 3:6-10 ________________________________________________________________________
Ezek. 6:9 _________________________________________________________________________
Ezek. 23:37-39 ____________________________________________________________________
To keep with the analogy of Jehovah/Israel and Christ/Church, spiritual adultery causes separation but does not void the covenant which was made by God.  God's covenants are eternal and salvation is never lost.  Also, Mal. 2:16 __________________________________________________________
There is only one circumstance in which a human marriage covenant ceases.
	Rom. 7:2-3 __________________________________________________________________
	1 Cor. 7:39 __________________________________________________________________
Please note here that our spiritual covenant never ends.  All of those who are saved have eternal life,
	and neither does God die.

DAY FOUR		1 Corinthians 7:1-16		Instructions on marriage

This chapter begins with Paul's reference to a letter he had received from the church with questions regarding marriage, those who are unmarried, and widows.  Historical context is important for our understanding.  Only 15 to 20 years had passed since Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection.  The church was under fierce persecution from Rome and the Jews.  Many people were being imprisoned and martyred.  Also, there was strong expectation that Jesus would return at any time.  (That sense of urgency is reasonable even today.)  Jesus said that he did not come to bring peace, but families would be divided because of Him.  Matt. 10:34-36, Mark 13:11-13, Luke 12:51-53  Paul writes to give them instructions consistent with what Jesus taught about family relationships.  We are to remember that he is answering specific questions about situations these Christians were experiencing.  There is some overlap in the topics, but the chapter can be reasonably divided into three sections.  We will look at the first one today.

v. 1-2, 8-9  What advantage of marriage is stated here?  _______________________________________
v. 3-7	Even in a marriage, sex can be used as punishment or a reward.  How does Paul instruct married 	couples concerning their obligations in this regard? ____________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________	Is there any time when either spouse may be deprived?  If so, under what conditions and for
	what reason? ___________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
v. 10-11  Paul is now giving instructions regarding marriages which suffer separation.
	By whose authority? ____________________
	Instructions to a wife: ___________________________________________________________
	Instructions to a husband: ________________________________________________________
v. 12-16  Next Paul gives instructions on situations which had not been specifically addressed by Jesus.
	In concluding this chapter, Paul gives the source of his authority:  v. 40 ____________________
	For a believing husband who has an unbelieving wife who does not leave him.
		________________________________________________________________________
	For a believing wife who has an unbelieving husband: __________________________________
	Why must they stay together?  v. 14 ________________________________________________
		v. 16 ___________________________________________________________________
	If the unbelieving spouse leaves, what does Paul say about the believing spouse's reaction?
	_______________________________The benefit of separation would be _______________.

DAY FIVE		1 Corinthians 7:17-40		
v. 17-24  What is Paul's instruction here regarding marriage?  v. 24 _____________________________
	In addition to marriage, what two examples does Paul give?  ____________ and _____________
v. 25-31 answer questions concerning those who are unmarried.  
	Why would it be good to remain single? ____________________________________________
	However, does Paul say it is wrong to marry? ________________________________________
v. 32-35  What is an advantage of remaining unmarried? _____________________________________
v. 36-38  What guidance is gives for fathers with unmarried daughters? _________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________v. 39-40  What breaks the covenant bonds of marriage? _______________________________________
	Is a widow free to have a husband? _______ Under what restriction? ______________________

Paul's instructions to the believers in the church at Corinth are consistent with what is taught throughout the Bible concerning marriage as a picture of Christ and the Church.  Decisions we make and the way we act in our marriages must be consistent with that Divine relationship to teach us about what it means for the church to be the bride of Jesus and to give that witness to the world.  When we fail, and we all fail, whether by not sacrificially loving a wife or by disrespecting a husband or any other lack of conformity, we repent and go to our loving heavenly Father who forgives, heals and restores.
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