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There are three necessary elements that define a true church and distinguish it from other groups of people who may claim to be a church.  First, God's word must be faithfully preached and obeyed.  Also, the sacraments must be observed, and discipline must be practiced.  Unrepentant sin cannot be overlooked, and purity in the church is often sacrificed on the altar of false peace or perceived unity.  
This week we are going to take a closer look at the necessity for and goals of church discipline.

DAY ONE			1 Cor. 5:1-2		The need for discipline
What is the specific sin cited here? _______________________________________________________	
What command is violated?  Lev. 18:8 ____________________________________________________
Sexual sins are forbidden in two sections of Leviticus, 18:6-24 and 20:10-21.  Read through these verses and list at least four sexual sins which are specifically forbidden to God's people.
	1. ________________ 2. ________________ 3. __________________ 4. __________________
God told them why this was necessary.  Summarize from Lev. 18:1-3 ___________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
What comparison in 1 Cor. 5:1 is made to show the seriousness of the sin? _______________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
What had been the sin of the entire church? v. 2 _____________________________________________
What is the proper response to this practiced sexual sin? ______________________________________
Practicing sin is to know that the behavior is sin and to refuse to repent.  The Apostle John wrote to assure true believers of their salvation  1 John 5:13  and to warn those who refuse to repent.  What clear distinction is made in 1 John 3:7-10?
v. 7	The one who practices ____________________ is __________________
v. 8	The one who practices ___________________ is of the ____________________
v. 9	Why do believers not practice sin? ________________________________________________
v. 10	What two families are mentioned in this verse? _______________________________________
	and __________________________________
This is why repentance from sin is required, and disciplinary action may be required to restore the offender and maintain the purity of the church.

DAY TWO						Scriptural church discipline
As we read the headlines concerning sexual sins and corruption in the visible (and I stress "visible") church, we can learn from Scripture what is required to preserve purity among believers.  What instructions are given in Matt. 18:15-17:
	Step 1 ________________________________________________________________________
	Step 2 ________________________________________________________________________
	Step 3 ________________________________________________________________________
	Step 4  If he refuses to listen ______________________________________________________
Matt 18:18 commands the church to take this action consistent with God's righteousness and judgment.
2 Thess. 3:6-15 identifies other sins in the church.  Read through these verses and
	identify the offenses: ____________________________________________________________
	actions to be taken: ______________________________________________________________
	results to be expected: ___________________________________________________________
	Special instruction to the church: __________________________________________________
What situation is presented in 1 Tim. 5:19-21? ______________________________________________
	What is required to establish guilt? _________________________________________________
	If there is no repentance, what action is required? _____________________________________
	What outcome is expected? _______________________________________________________
	How is the church cautioned? _____________________________________________________
What sins are addressed in Titus 3:9-11? __________________________________________________
	What action is required? _________________________________________________________
	What is the verdict? v. 11 ________________________________________________________
Consider the following:  Church discipline is required when specific commands of Scripture are violated without repentance, a formal and loving procedure protects both the offender and the church, and discipline is not done in secret but before the entire church body.  Church discipline seeks to bring the offender to repentance and restoration, and it maintains the purity of the church.

DAY THREE		1 Cor. 5:3-5		The goal of discipline
What is the goal of all church discipline?  Gal. 6:1 __________________________________________
	2 Tim. 2:25 ___________________________________________________________________
Church discipline is addressed by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians.  
2 Cor. 2:5-11  From these verses, how had the sinner responded to the discipline? 	_____________________________________________________________________________
	What action was the church to take next? v. 8, 10______________________________________
The goal is restoration which gives what protection?  v. 11 ____________________________________
Now back to 1 Corinthians 5:3-5
Verse 4 gives the conditions under which discipline is to be administered.  
	The people are ________________________.
	Paul's presence in spirit would remind them of his earlier___________________________.
	The power (authority) for discipline comes from _________________________________.
Verse 5 is a "so that" sentence:  cause and effect.
	What action is taken (cause)? _____________________________________________________
	What effect is expected? _________________________________________________________
	When will that be proven effective? ________________________________________________
If someone is outside the fellowship of believers, what opportunity would Satan have?  See 1 Peter 5:8-9
	______________________________________________________________________________
An example of Satan's motives is given in Luke 22:31-32.  What protection was given to Peter?
	______________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR		1 Cor. 5:6-8		Reasons for discipline
These verses address the danger of not practicing discipline in the church.  It may be falsely assumed that "small" sins do not require action.  However, Paul points out truth from a familiar parable.
In Matt. 13:33 teaches a truth about God's kingdom.  In this collection of parables about the Kingdom of Heaven, the man who sowed seed is Jesus.  In the parable about the leaven, who does the woman represent?  We can make a conclusion about this from the following:  How is leaven defined in
Matt.16:6 _________________________________________________________________________
Matt. 16:11-12_____________________________________________________________________
Mark 8:15 _________________________________________________________________________
Luke 12:1 _________________________________________________________________________

Addressing false doctrine about circumcision, what did Paul point out to the Galatians in
Gal. 5:2-9 _________________________________________________________________________
In 1 Cor. 5:6-8   Paul calls them on the carpet for boasting in their "tolerance" of sin.  
	If tolerated, sin like leaven will permeate and corrupt the whole church.
What is the foundation for cleaning out the "leaven"?  As believers, we are _______________________
Unleavened bread symbolized their leaving slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.  
For a quick review, what is learned from
Ex. 12:15	________________________________________________________________________
Ex. 12:19	________________________________________________________________________
Ex. 13:5-8 	________________________________________________________________________
Deut. 16:2-4	________________________________________________________________________
Lev. 2:11	________________________________________________________________________
Lev. 6:16-17	________________________________________________________________________
Lev. 23:15-17	________________________________________________________________________
The church, by the sacrifice of Jesus, the perfect Passover Lamb, separates the church from their 
	former slavery to sin including the corruption and influence of sinful church members.
Now, back to 1 Cor. 5:8:
What characteristics of "leaven" are mentioned? ____________________________________________
What characteristics of "unleavened" are here? ______________________________________________

DAY FIVE			1 Cor. 5:9-13		The extent of discipline
These verses introduce truth given them later by Paul in 1 Cor. 15:33.  Quote that verse here:
	_____________________________________________________________________________
In v. 9 Paul indicates that there had been an earlier letter to them.  An instruction in that letter gets further explanation.  They are not to associate with _______________________________________.
v. 10	Just because they are living on earth, they will come in contact with sinners in the world who are
	________________, _______________, _________________
v. 11	The admonition here is about those in the church who are
	___________________,  ________________,  ___________________,  ___________________
	___________________ or _______________________
	How specific is the separation here? ________________________________________________
v. 12-13 make a distinction about judging.
	Who are they not to judge or seek to discipline? _____________________________________
	However, who judges them? _______ 
What about the wicked among the church members? __________________________________
What is commanded in Matt. 7:1-2  ______________________________________________________
	in John 7:24  ___________________________________________________________________
What assurance is given in Matt. 18:20? __________________________________________________
From the previous verses, Matt. 18:15-19, what is the context of that assurance?
	_____________________________________________________________________________
Discipline is not a new idea but is rooted in the instructions Moses gave the children of Israel as they prepared to enter the Promised Land.  What sin and required action are given in
Deut. 13:4-5	Sin: _____________________ Action: ________________________________________
Deut. 13:6-11  Sin: _____________________ Action: ________________________________________

We are assured that when we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive.    1 John 1:9
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