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The Greek word for "steward" is oikonomas  G3623 and it is found ten times in the New Testament.  A steward is one who manages or supervises concerns or property of his employer, boss or supervisor according to the master's desires.  To be a good steward, one would be trusted, competent, reliable and accountable.  Although some Bible scholars consider this chapter to be instructions for pastors and other church leaders, there is sufficient reason to interpret these verses as applicable to all believers with regard to all resources and opportunities afforded to each one.  We must all be good stewards.

DAY ONE			1 Cor. 4:1-5			Faithful stewards
Paul begins this section by pointing out that he is speaking about
	________________ of Christ and ____________ of the ________________ of God.
What is the first requirement?  v. 2 ____________________________
Paul asserts that he does not need to examine himself in this matter because
	___________________________________________________________________
When will be the proper time for judgment of men's hearts? _________________________________
	Who is to be pleased with man's motives? _________________________________________
In his letter to Titus, Paul listed qualities for those who are good stewards.  Titus 1:7-9
NOT (5 things)  ____________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________
BUT (v. 8, positive qualities) __________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________
For what purpose is the faithful word held fast?  (so that) 
1. _____________________________________2. _________________________________________
While these traits are mandatory for all leaders, they are certainly expected of all believers for each one of us teaches someone:  fathers teach their families, mothers teach children, mature women teach those who are younger, and we are teaching everyone who is observing our behavior and listening to our voices.  As faithful stewards of the truths that have been revealed to us, we are to speak and behave consistent with those truths.  This is our constant Christian witness.

DAY TWO			1 Cor. 4:6-7			Faithful obedience
Paul has written to them concerning their relationships and responsibilities as God's field and God's building, pointing out that they are all servant/stewards.  Some verses tell us how leaders or those who have authority over us are to be honored:  
1 Thes. 5:12-13 ______________________________________________________________________
1 Tim. 5:17 _________________________________________________________________________
1 Tim. 6:1-2 _________________________________________________________________________
The church in Corinth was becoming divided because they were showing preference for one leader over another.  They were going beyond the respect prescribed by Scripture.  What instruction did Paul give Timothy?  2 Tim. 2:15 _________________________________________________________________
There was no just reason for claims of superiority among the members.  After all, what had Paul reminded them about at the end of verse 5? ________________________________________________
Responsibilities and ministries in the church are complementary not competitive.  Each one has only what was received from God. 

DAY THREE		1 Cor. 4:8-13			Faithful sacrifice
Paul begins these verses with a sarcastic observation.  How does Paul characterize their arrogance:
They consider themselves ____________ or ______________  and perhaps Paul could reign with them!
Paul reminds them of the reality experienced by the apostles, contrasting their own exalted view of themselves.  Verse 10 gives three contrasts:
The church members consider themselves __________________ but the apostles are _______________
					        __________________ but the apostles are _______________
					        __________________ but the apostles are _______________
Verse 11continues with contrasts.  Paul describes his condition in vivid terms.
Five things: _________________________________________________________________________
v. 12-13 Paul speaks of other trials and how he deals with them:
	Along with the responsibilities of an apostle, he must _______ working ____________________
	When he is __________________, he ___________________
	When he is __________________, he ___________________
	When he is __________________, he ___________________
While he, and other leaders, are to be honored and respected among the saints, how are they viewed by the world? ___________________________________________________________________________
The world is still hostile to Christians.  What words would describe how Christians are viewed by unbelievers? _________________________________________________________________________
American Christians may not always get respect, but around the world Christians are severely persecuted and martyred.  Paul and the other apostles suffered greatly for the gospel.  In his second letter to the church at Corinth, Paul reviewed some of the persecutions he experienced.  For additional insight read through    2 Cor. 1:8-10,    2 Cor. 6:1-10,     2 Cor. 11:23-28, 32-33.  
In perspective, Corinth's petty rivalries and divided loyalties seem ______________________________

DAY FOUR		1 Cor. 4:14-17		Faithful mentoring
Why did Paul chastise them so strongly? __________________________________________________
How does Paul view his relationship with them? ____________________________________________
In these verses Paul points out several characteristics of those who would be spiritual "fathers".  Looking through these verses, name several? _______________________________________________
Paul encourages them to be___________________________ v. 16 
Why would Paul desire that for them? v. 17 ________________________________________________
There is no record that Paul ever returned to Corinth, but he provides leadership for them by
	sending Timothy who is described as _______________________________________________
	What is he to do? ______________________________________________________________
How does Paul express his consistency in teaching? _________________________________________
Find a good definition for a mentor or mentoring:  ___________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
Timothy was mentored by Paul and he eventually became head of the church at Ephesus where the Apostle John spent his last days.  Paul wrote two letters to Timothy near the end of his life which are essential study for anyone who desires to pastor a church.  Mentoring is a primary way of teaching and making disciples.  
What special mentoring ministry is given to women?  Titus 2:3-5 _______________________________
Specifically, in what ways? _____________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE			1 Cor. 4:18-21		Faithful humility
Concluding this section of the letter, Paul points out that they had become ________________________
As an apostle and their "spiritual father"  Paul is responsible for discipline when they slip into wrong doctrine or wrong behavior.  According to 1 Cor. 4:6, about what had they become arrogant?
	______________________________________________________________________________
This continues to be a topic of concern for Paul as this letter continues.  Looking ahead, what is said about their arrogance in 1 Cor. 5:2 _______________________________________________________
	1 Cor. 8:1 ____________________________________________________________________
	What is wrong with arrogance?  1 Cor. 13:4 _________________________________________
Although Paul wanted to return to Corinth, he didn't.  His admonishment to them, however, should have given the guidance necessary for correction.  In these verses Paul contrasts words and power.  
While those who are arrogant may speak arrogant words, how would arrogance be powerful?
	______________________________________________________________________________ What has Paul written to them in 1 Cor. 2:4? _______________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
Paul insists on their self-examination and correction.  How does he describe two possibilities:
	If they need discipline, with a ______________________
	If they need encouragement, with _________________________________________________
As we will see as we continue in the next chapter, there are other issues in the church at Corinth which may require discipline.  What do we know about God's discipline from Hebrews 12:5-8?
	____________________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________
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