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ABSTRACT

GOD’S ENDGAME INVOLVING
ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH

Leon L. Combs, Ph.D.

Trinity College of the Bible and Trinity Theological Seminary
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Although there are many publications regarding the fulfillment of prophecies to the Nation Israel and whether any or all of those have been transferred to the church, there is no general agreement on this topic. There are also many interactions between that topic and the concepts of the millennium, the rapture, the great tribulation, the Parousia, and the new creation. This thesis will consider all of these concepts concerning how they interact rather than trying to exhaust discussions on each individual topic. The title chosen to reflect such interactions is “God’s Endgame Involving the Church and the Nation Israel”. The name “endgame” comes from chess strategy involving the compilation of moves leading to check mate as God is indeed moving toward that goal. 

There is a distinct line of disagreement concerning the above topics between those categorized as generally following Dispensational Theology (DT) and Non-Dispensational Theology (NDT). Those following NDT include adherents of Covenant Theology (CT) and other deviations from DT. Those following DT generally believe there will be a time when Jesus returns to rule earth for 1000 years with Israel reestablished as a prominent power. They also generally believe in a seven-year tribulation time preceding the return of Jesus and that the church will be raptured from earth either before the tribulation or during it. The various groups following NDT generally believe that the church has replaced Israel regarding Old Testament (OT) prophesies and differ from DT regarding the millennium, the tribulation, and the rapture. Thus the thesis will present an overview of DT and NDT.

This thesis will briefly discuss interpretations of some basic concepts, review some of the references listed in the Bibliography, examine OT and New Testament (NT) Scriptures regarding the relationship between the church, the nation Israel, and the other topics. Some conclusions and suggestions for further research also will be presented. Conclusions from this study include: 

· The “millennium” is not a literal 1000-year rule of Christ but His continual rule beginning with His resurrection identified in Scripture as the End Time. 
· The rapture and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ occur simultaneously when He will inaugurate a new heaven and a new earth.

· There is no literal seven-year great tribulation but rather the world has been enduring many great tribulations since the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

· The fulfillment of OT prophecies for Israel not transferred to the church and not specifically occurring before the Second Coming of Christ will occur with the installment of the New Jerusalem and last forever. 

· The nations of the new heavens and earth will bring praises to God into the New Jerusalem.

The study presents an understanding of the rule of all Christians’ souls with Jesus in heaven, which provides more peace and meaning to life after death than what is generally taught. 
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I. Introduction
A. Foundations of the Thesis.  
The spiritual correlation between the nation of Israel and the Church is complex and, although there are many opinions among theologians, there seems to be no consensus regarding their spiritual relationship. There also are connections between Israel and the Church and the millennium, the rapture, the great tribulation, the Parousia, and the new creation. These other five topics will be categorized as Relevant Topics (RT). For example, most theories regarding a reestablishment of the nation Israel as a world power also postulate the return of the Lord to rule there during a 1000-year period of relative peace (the millennium) following a great tribulation and rapture of the church
. Thus there are many related issues to the basic problem involving the possible replacement of the Nation Israel with the Church. Are the Old Testament promises to Israel still valid or have they been spiritualized into fulfillment in the Church? What is the role of the RT in the Israel/Church controversy? As an example of OT prophecies, the verses in Ezekiel 40-48 give promises of a new temple for the nation Israel. Is this a literal temple that will someday be constructed or does the New Testament teaching that Christians are the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16) mean that this new temple is fulfilled spiritually by the Holy Spirit’s indwelling of God’s chosen people? The concept of the nation Israel having a future Temple with sacrifices is a significant challenge since the New Testament presents Jesus as the final sacrifice: “but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,” (Heb. 10:12). The only sacrifice for believers mentioned in the New Testament is the living sacrifice of each Christian (Rom. 12:12). 
Because of the relationship between the church and Israel and the RT, all of these topics must be included in the study. The Bible in its entirety teaches the possibility of many nations in the eternal state as related to chapter 21 of Revelation, so the role of all nations in the new creation with regenerate Jews must also be considered. The title of the thesis was then best determined to be: “God’s Endgame Involving the Church and the Nation Israel” although the primary thrust of the study is the spiritual relationship between the Church and the Nation Israel. The word “endgame” comes from the accumulation of chess moves that lead to check mate, for that is God’s goal. This thesis will attempt to determine the best Biblical understanding of the relationship between the Church and Israel and the RT. No attempt at dating of End Times events will be made (Acts 1:7). 
B. Theological Differences of Understanding.
Rather simplistically, there are two competing groups of theologies regarding the relationship between all of these concepts: Non-dispensational Theologies (NDT) and Dispensational Theology (DT). There are many varieties of each of these two basic groups and this thesis will not pretend to thoroughly represent either of them but will rely on some generalities. 
1. Dispensationalism 

A dispensation is a distinguishable economy in time for the working out of God’s purpose
 and interprets the Greek word “oikonomia” (Eph. 1:9-10; 3:8-10; 3:2). Probably all theological frameworks use the term but they do not all use it the same way. The reader is referred to books by Charles Ryrie and Blaising and Bock in the Bibliography for further details about DT although they certainly do not speak for all those following DT. Theologies following DT generally assert there will be a time when Jesus returns to rule earth for 1000 years with Israel reestablished as a prominent power
. DT has evolved considerably over the years since its inception but its adherents use the term to distinguish God’s workings with His people. Three distinguishing characteristics are usually postulated for a different dispensation
:

1 A change occurs in God’s governmental relationship with man.

2 There is a resulting change in man’s responsibility.

3 There is a corresponding revelation necessary to effect the change

Christian doctrine has historically considered two basic dispensations: one with the Jews that excluded the Gentiles and the second with the advent of Jesus Christ that included all races of people
. The first is often called the Jewish, Mosaic, or OT dispensation. The second is the Christian, New Covenant, or NT dispensation. Beginning in the nineteenth century, and better formulated in the twentieth century due to the influence of the Scofield Reference Bible published in 1909 and 1917, DT became very popular. Not all DT doctrines agree on the number of dispensations, but the initial group considered there to be seven dispensations as noted below
:
1.) Start: Gen 1:26, Innocence (or Freedom); End: Adam’s Fall (Gen. 3:6)

2.) Start:  Adam’s Fall (Gen. 4:1); End: Flood (Gen. 8:14)

3.) Start: Civil Government (Gen. 8:15); End: Abraham (Gen. 11:9)

4.) Start: Promise (or Patriarchal Rule, Gen. 11:10); End: Moses (Ex 18:27)

5.) Start: Mosaic Law (Exod. 18:28); End: Cross

6.) Start: Grace (or Church) (Acts 2:1); End: Second Advent of Christ (Rev. 19:21)

7.) Millennium, Second Advent of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6); End: End of World (Rev. 21:2)
Ryrie states that the Plymouth Brethren with John Darby (1800-1882) as a leader exerted considerable influence in systematizing and promoting dispensationalism
. In the 1920’s the term dispensationalism was very much associated with the Schofield version of DT (Poythress, 19).  The major distinction between the groups of people using DT was not the number of dispensations but the relationship between the status of the nation Israel and the church (Mathison, 8). The classical or traditional dispensationalist position is that the church age is just a parenthesis in God’s dealing with the nation Israel that will be completed in the final dispensation with its establishment as the dominant nation on earth
. A revised DT developed from 1950-1970 (Blaising and Bock, 31-46) and a revised Scofield Reverence Bible was published in 1967. This development popularized the apocalyptic approach fed through books by Hal Lindsey
 and by Tim LaHaye such as the “left-behind series”
 that were made into popular movies. Progressive dispensationalism began to develop in the early 1990s in the writings of Robert Saucy, Craig Blaising and others
. These writers tend to stress the relationship between the various dispensations rather than their differences, present a consistent historical-literary hermeneutic, and understand the NT to teach both a current as well as a futurist eschatology. Recently the term covenant dispensationalism has been discussed (Stamper, 87) to indicate the blending that seems to be occurring between the two theologies.
Progressive dispensationalism has been developing since 1986 and it teaches “(1) that Christ is already reigning in heaven on the throne of David, thus merging the church with a present phase of the already inaugurated Davidic covenant and kingdom, (2) a complementary hermeneutic that allows the New Testament to introduce changes and additions to Old Testament revelation; and (3) the overall purpose of God is Christological with holistic redemption being the focus and goal of history” (Ryrie, 192). This version teaches four dispensations: Patriarchal (Adam to Sinai), Mosaic (Sinai to Ascension of Messiah), Ecclesial (Ascension to Second Coming), and Zionic (Part 1; Millennium and Part 2: Eternal State) (Ryrie, 196). Except for the Zionic dispensation, it appears that this new DT has merged considerably toward the basics of NDT. 
2. Covenant or Federal Theology 
This approach was formally developed in the sixteenth century after the Reformation
. Details are available in many texts including the one by Peter Golding listed in the Bibliography. Covenant theology views the interaction of God with man in relation to three basic covenants: the covenant of works, the covenant of redemption, and the covenant of grace
. Other covenants are understood in relation to these three and understanding the entire Bible under the framework of these covenants gives an orderly understanding of both testaments. The covenant of redemption was among the Godhead before the foundation of the world
. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit covenanted that creation would not be destroyed by sin. The covenant of works
 was established by God with Adam as the federal head of mankind. He was made sinless but with the ability to sin. He had a promise of eternal life if he obeyed God (Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:12) and the threat of death upon disobedience. His disobedience meant that all of mankind would be born sinful and their lives would end in death. Mankind’s rebellion would be overcome by God’s grace as Christ would become the new federal head of redeemed mankind and its Savior to the glory of God. The covenant of grace
 was made by God with mankind as He offered life and salvation through Jesus Christ to those who believe. Since mankind cannot believe on their own initiative due to their sin nature from Adam, the grace of God is required before anyone can believe. Jesus Christ is the mediator of this covenant of grace since He earned approval from the Father by His obedience to the covenant of redemption. The relation between the covenant of works and the covenant of grace was clearly stated by Paul: “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive” (1Cor. 15:22). Double imputation by God places all of the sins of redeemed man on Christ and all the righteousness (+R) of Christ into the accounts of those who believe as shown by this diagram based upon 2 Cor. 5:21:
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3. Other Dividing Issues 
In addition to the basic differences between DT and CT, several eschatological concepts closely associated with unfulfilled prophesies of the nation Israel divide believers. One is the concept of a great seven-year tribulation
 that is postulated to occur just before the End Times. Others believe that the earth has been in this tribulation since the resurrection and that there will not be such a specific end-times tribulation
. Another difference is the rapture of the church
 and when it is postulated to occur: before the great tribulation, in the middle of the great tribulation, or at the end of the great tribulation. 
The word “millennium” refers to a 1000-year rule of Jesus Christ. Dispensationalists usually state that it occurs when the nation Israel is brought into its role as a national leader in the world with a restoration of its land. Amillennialists teach that there is no literal 1000-year rule of Christ but that His reign began with His resurrection and will continue until His return (Mark 16:19; Matt. 28: 18, 20). This position usually contends that the 20th chapter of Revelation pictures the souls of dead believers ruling with Christ in heaven. Postmillennialists teach that the church will become more influential and that there will be peace on earth as more people are converted. Evil will not be totally eliminated and the time is not regarded as strictly 1000 years. At the end of this time Christ will return with the resurrection of the dead and the last judgment. Premillennialists believe that Jesus will return to establish His kingdom on earth and rule for 1000 years while Satan is imprisoned. Dispensational premillennialists insist that the kingdom will be a Jewish nation as it is restored and given its national importance to fulfill OT prophesies. Jesus will rule from His throne in Jerusalem, the temple will be rebuilt and animal sacrifices reinstituted. Nondispensational premillennialists assert that Jesus will rule over His earthly kingdom for 1000 years with His church but with no understanding that the nation of Israel will be established as dominant
.  Some postmillennialists criticize premillennialists as being too pessimistic and some premillennialists criticize postmillennialists as being incredibly naïve considering the continuing history of wars and conflicts in the world. It is a wonder that the church agrees on anything! An understanding of the 1000-year rule by Christ is extremely important for this thesis because DT assumes that it is during this rule that Israel attains its earthly importance as the OT prophecies are fulfilled under the rule of Christ
. An amillennialist does not understand the Bible to teach a future earthly fulfillment of OT prophecies for the nation Israel. 

Although covenant theology (CT) is a NDT, there are adherents of other NDTs which also oppose DT in the relationship between the nation Israel and the church so all others are considered in the broad category of NDT. Not all adherents of each group agree regarding the nation Israel and the Church but most people with NDT beliefs consider that the Bible teaches the Church has replaced Israel in the Old Testament (OT) promises to the nation Israel. Most followers of DT believe the Bible teaches that the OT promises to Israel of a physical land and temple will be fulfilled after the fullness of the Gentiles: “For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;” (Rom.11:25). This DT position also includes the rapture of the church and the 1000-year rule of Christ when He returns with the church after the seven-year tribulation. However changes in DT are resulting in merging of understandings between classic dispensationalists and covenantal premillennialism. Most adherents of DT differ from most following NDT in all of these conclusions: the future restoration of the nation Israel, the rapture of the church, the seven-year tribulation period, and the 1000-year rule of Christ with the church. This commonality makes one wonder if there is one basic understanding that links all four of those occurrences. Also it must be considered that those following DT have incorporated the essentials of DT into the rules of exegesis so that the conclusions are circularly obtained (Poythress, 76). 
C. Terminology

Supersessionism has been introduced as the concept that the church is the new Israel and it has forever superseded the nation Israel as the people of God (Vlach, 11-12). The word “supersessionism” literally means “sit in place of”. Some people prefer to call this understanding replacement theology (Vlach, 9-10). Such a theology has been prevalent since the time of Augustine, and we see it clearly in his book
. 
Punitive Supersessionism teaches that God rejected the nation Israel for its disobedience and rejection of His Son (Vlach, 13-4). This belief was prevalent in the early church with the teachings of Origen
 (c. 185-254), Hippolytus
 (c. 205), and was held by Martin Luther
.  
Economic supersessionism
 is not based upon the concept that God punished Israel but that He had always planned that the nation Israel was only representative of the Church age that would be inaugurated with the advent of Jesus Christ. 
Structural Supersessionism
 is a hermeneutical approach. The other two forms of supersessionism are mainly theological but the structural form involves using the NT preferentially over the OT for arguments concerning the status of Israel and the Church. 
Within the supersessionist camp there are also strong supersessionists and moderate supersessionists. The strong group believes that Israel will not experience salvation as a nation. The moderate group believes that the nation Israel will experience salvation (Vlach, 20). 
Nonsupersessionism is the term used for the belief that the church is not the complete fulfillment of Israel and that there is a future salvation and restoration of the nation Israel (Vlach, 19). Adherents of this concept teach that the final nation accepts Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

Kingdom of God. Neither the Kingdom of God (KOG) nor the Kingdom of Heaven appears in the OT but there are nine references to the kingdom over which Yahweh rules and 41 references to Yahweh as King. In the NT there are 60 references in the teaching of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels pointing to the establishment of the KOG as the heart of His mission. DT has long stated that Jesus came to establish an earthly kingdom for Israel as foretold by OT prophets
. However NDT insists that the NT clearly states that Jesus ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father where all authority over heaven and earth has been given to Him (Matt 28:18). Jason and others were persecuted because they stated that Jesus was king now (Acts 17:7). NDT maintains that the church is the heir to kingdom promises
. So DT and NDT differ on significant details of the KOG such as its status and the nations involved. 


Zionism
 is the philosophy of the Jewish people’s desire to return to Zion, which is identified with Jerusalem. Rome had the Jews dismissed from Jerusalem in A.D. 135 and the thought of returning has been fueled ever since. Some Jews taught that the United States was the new “Zion” but the Holocaust of WW II drew people together in their desires to return to Jerusalem and to reestablish the nation Israel. The State of Israel was formally recognized by the United Nations in 1948 and Christians who were drawn to the DT of premillennialism thought that this was a miracle of God. Those NDT supporting punitive supersessionism do not support the establishment of the State of Israel and assert that the rights of the Palestinian Arab people are being neglected. This topic is thus a dividing issue among Christians and Jews. 


Messianic Jews are those who recognize Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah
. Membership has increased dramatically within the United States in recent years and there are now Messianic synagogues in Israel. 

D. Hermeneutical Principles  
These ultimately form the basis for the differences of opinions among DT and NDT so some of the concepts need to be discussed in this section. Words can be used in literal, figurative, or symbolic manners. The following three sentences using the word “rock” are good examples
:

1. Literal: “I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink” (Exod. 17:6a).

2. Figurative: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge” (Ps. 18:2).

3. Symbolic: “They drank from the spiritual rock that accompanies them, and that rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:4). 
Considerable differences in meaning can result when interpreters classify words or verses as literal, figurative, or symbolic. The basic rule for deciding which classification to use is context in sentences, chapters, books, and the entire Bible. Classification is not always easy or even totally justifiable. 

Every person has both presuppositions and preunderstandings that influence an understanding of any topic
. Preunderstandings relate to a specific subject matter that is not necessarily understood similarly by all interpreters and presuppositions are a person’s spiritual core beliefs. Both can influence interpretations of scripture. It is impossible to dispense with these influencing factors but they can be properly understood as assumptions that can be modified as more information is obtained. Preunderstandings can include concepts such as the exact nature of the millennium and the rapture. When someone approaches Bible study with preunderstandings forming the basis for all other interpretations serious errors can result. 

There are at least four presuppositions that conservative Bible teachers believe are necessary for proper exegesis
. One is that the Bible is inspired by God: All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). The second presupposition builds upon the first in that the Bible must be considered to be authoritative and true: “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” (Num. 23:19) The third presupposition is that the Bible is a spiritual document: For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart (Heb. 4:12). Thus the spiritual document is not understandable to someone who is not redeemed: But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised (1Cor. 2:14). A fourth presupposition is that the entire 66 books of the Bible form a unity called the canon so that contextual usage in exegesis must include all books. 
The basic charge of DT is that it alone consistently practices a literal interpretation of the Bible (Ryrie, (1965), 91) and such exegesis naturally results in their specific understanding of the rapture, the millennium, the great tribulation, and the eschatological place of the nation Israel. The NDT generally responds that the use of typology in understanding the OT is an essential aspect of proper exegesis (Vlach, 104-105) and as such is generally rejected by the DT. One author clearly states this basic difference in exegesis (Poythress, 137):

“Appreciation of the symbolical depth inherent in OT revelation breaks down literalistic (flat) assumptions about the nature of God’s communication. Once these assumptions are disposed of, it can be seen that the faithfulness of God to His promises is in harmony with flexibility about the exact form of fulfillment. The flexibility clears away our inhibitions about giving primacy to the New Testament’s instruction about the form of fulfillment.”

Certainly typology is a uniformly acceptable component of proper hermeneutics (Virkler, 181-186), but when and how it is to be utilized is not uniformly accepted. David Baker
 has defined type as “a biblical event, person or institution which serves as an example or pattern for other events, persons or institutions”. The antitype is the fulfillment of the type in a later salvation event. The theory behind typology is that God prefigured His redemptive work in the Old Testament and fulfilled it in the NT. One must be careful in identifying types in the Old Testament that are not specifically determined to be such in the New Testament. An example of a biblical type is from John 3:14-15 where Jesus stated the similarities of the serpent being lifted up by Moses and His body being lifted up on the cross and that there was life for those who responded to the object lifted up. Typology differs from allegorism in that typology depends upon an objective understanding of a historical narrative and allegorism imports subjective understanding into it (Virkler, 182). Augustine unfortunately made excessive use of allegorism that renders much of his exegetical writings suspect (Virkler, 55). 

Another factor influencing proper exegesis is whether Scripture has a fuller meaning than what was intended by the human authors
 and seems related to typology since the fuller meaning should not be accepted unless later revelation (NT) reveals such. An obvious problem with the application of this concept is the temptation of eisegesis. This concept has been debated for centuries and probably will not be understood until eternity. 

The grammatical-historical approach is usually recognized as an essential aspect of proper hermeneutics (Blaising, 32). This approach examines the text in the time it was written since, except for the possible exceptions of sensus plenior and typology, the text cannot mean something that it did not mean at the time it was written. So the grammatical-historical approach studies the writing from the grammatical basis and from the history of the time when it was written. Often understanding the culture of the time also aids in a proper understanding of the document. 

The identity of the true Israel is a topic of direct relationship to this thesis as most NDT adherents identify the church as the new Israel (Vlach, 123) and most DT adherents make no such identification (Vlach, 72). NDT elaborates upon NT verses indicating that the failure of Israel to accept the Christ led to their judgment (Vlach, 142):

Matt. 23:37-38 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!
Mark 13:2 And Jesus said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another which will not be torn down."
John 8:24 I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins.
Rom. 11:7-10 What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears to hear not, Down to this very day." And David says, Let their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling block and retribution to them. Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs forever.
This topic is an integral portion of this thesis with the other Related Topics (RT) included. 


The church is identified in the NT as the body of Christ (Eph. 5:23), but there are distinctions made between the visible and the invisible church. The invisible church consists of those people from throughout the world and time who are regenerated by God and believe in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. The visible church is the organization of people throughout the world who make up the congregations of Christians but consist of both Christians and those who are not truly Christians. 


The judgment of nations
 is seen differently depending upon views of the End Times. Amillennialists generally believe that there will be one resurrection of the dead upon the return of Jesus Christ when there will be one final judgment. The prophesied judgment of Joel will occur after the resurrection:

Joel 3:1-3 For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations, and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; and they have divided up My land. They have also cast lots for My people, traded a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl for wine that they may drink.
Premillennialists usually understand there to be four judgments: believers, Israel, the nations, and the “great white throne” judgment, which occur at different times and places
. The judgment of nations is for the people living upon the return of Jesus Christ and DT expect this to occur after the seven-year tribulation and before the 1000-year rule of Jesus (Gruden, 1141). The status of the nations depicted in Rev. 21 will be discussed separately. 


The temple prophesied in Ezek. 40-48 is another matter of disagreement among the DT and the NDT. The NDT position generally regards this temple as a type that is fulfilled in the NT with the following verses part of their reasoning:

John 2:19-21 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews therefore said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?”  But He was speaking of the temple of His body.
Acts 7:48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says:”
1Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1Cor. 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
Eph. 2:21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
E. Historical Views 
It is helpful to look at supersessionism in the patristic era (Vlach, 35-50) as well as other eras of Christian history. In the second century Justin Martyr (c. AD 100-165) was the first recognized Christian writer to specifically identify the church as “Israel”
. However he did support the prophecy of Zech. 49:6 regarding the gathering and restoration of Israel. Origen (c. AD 185-254) also taught that the church was the new Israel and that Israel was rejected by God, so he promoted a punitive supersessionist approach
. He taught that there was a distinction between spiritual Israel that was anyone who really knew God, and physical Israel that at best was only a type for the church. He was a great supporter of Christian allegorical interpretation, but he did believe in a future salvation for the nation Israel as understood from Rom. 11:25-26. Augustine (AD 354-430) explicitly taught that the title Israel belonged to the Christian church. He viewed the purpose of physical Israel as a witness to the truth of Christ because of the OT prophecies that pointed to Jesus
. His support of Israel as a Christian witness helped shield the Jews during the crusades as the church began to persecute heretics. Augustine did take a literal interpretation of Zech. 12:10 and Hosea 3:5 regarding the salvation of Israel. 

In the Medieval era (Vlach, 51-53) Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274) supported the supersessionist view and supported that the Jews were important because of their historical role. He accepted Augustine’s theory concerning the Jews pointing to the Christian faith through OT prophecies. The art of this period also supported supersessionism. 

In the reformation era (Vlach, 55-62) we find the views of Martin Luther (1483-1546) considerably debated. He began his writings concerning the Jews as supportive for he thought that there would be many among them who would become Christians. However from the 1530’s on he was very pessimistic toward them and referred to them as “miserable and accursed people”
. His statements against the Jews even took on a punitive replacement concept as he viewed the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70 as evidence that God had permanently rejected them
. John Calvin (1509-1564) was somewhat more moderate toward the Jews than Luther but he seemed to still share the anti-Jewish attitudes of his time. He interpreted “Israel of God” in Gal. 6:16 to mean all believers. It seems that Calvin believed that the church was the new Israel but that there would be a future conversion of Jews into the church (Vlach, 59). 

Finally one can examine supersessionism in the era since the eighteenth century (Vlach, 63-76). Vlach discusses the attitudes of Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834), and Karl Barth (1886-1968) who all supported supersessionism to various extents. The Holocaust and the rise of the new state of Israel negatively affected current attitudes about supersessionism although the concept still has strong support. The Nostra Aetate (In Our Times) of the Second Vatican Council declared: “Although the Church is the new people of God, the Jews should not be presented as repudiated or cursed by God, as if such views followed from the Holy Scriptures”
. DT is strongly nonsupersessionist as its adherents believe that Israel will be restored to national prominence. It seems that the last 64 years (since the establishment of the nation Israel) have considerably eroded the previous 1948 years of the church support of supersessionism. 

II. Analysis of Literature

A. Old Testament Covenants

As stated above, CT views the Bible as best understood in its entirety by the redemptive covenant, the covenant of works, and the covenant of grace. However there are three Old Testament covenants that are important to properly understand the role of Israel in the plan of God: the Abrahamic (Gen. 12 and15), Davidic (2 Sam. 7:8-16; Ps. 89:20-37) and future New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-37; Ezek. 36:15-28). 
1. The Abrahamic Covenant 
The Abrahamic covenant is indeed critical to this discussion since DT generally views its fulfillment in the 1000-year earthly rule of Jesus Christ, and NDT generally understands that the church fulfills this covenant. The covenant is described as everlasting (Gen. 15:1-20; 17:7) and includes land: “Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.” (Gen. 13:17)  God also specified the amount of land: “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt
 as far as the great river, the river Euphrates.”  (Gen. 15:18).

Abraham did not receive the fulfillment of these promises while he lived on earth (Heb. 11:8-12). However, we are told that Abraham was “looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Heb. 11:10). Also we are told that Abraham and his descendants were looking for a better city: “But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them” (Heb. 11:16). Abraham understood that he would enter a heavenly Jerusalem: “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,” (Heb. 12:22). It is also clear that now Abraham lives in that city for he is included in the “spirits of righteous men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). It seems clear then that there has been a fulfillment in the church age of promises made to Abraham. Also since Christians are included in the “spirits of righteous men made perfect” they also are in the heavenly Jerusalem. Their inclusion is then a fulfillment of the promise to Abraham: “And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." (Gen. 12:3 and Gen. 22:18). Gentile and Jewish Christians have equal access to the Father: “for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household.” (Eph. 2:18-19). So the promises of a city and that all nations would be blessed through him have been fulfilled in the church age. In Rev. 21 we are told that the new Jerusalem comes from heaven to earth, and so it seems that the earthly inheritance promised to Abraham also will be fulfilled in the new heavens and earth that will be equally shared by all Christians: Jew and Gentile. 
The Abrahamic covenant is mentioned frequently in the NT (Luke 1:72; Acts 3:25; 7:8; Gal. 3:16-22; 4:24; Heb. 8:7-13). Luke quotes Mic. 7:20, Ps. 105:8, and Ps. 106:45 stating that God would “remember” His holy covenant to Abraham. Luke, in writing Acts 3:25, quotes Gen. 22:18 which states that in Abraham’s seed (singular) all the nations of the world would be blessed. In Acts 7:8 Luke writes how God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. In Gal. 3:16-22 Paul refers to the Law given 430 years after the promises to Abraham and clarifies that the Law does not invalidate the previous promises. In Gal. 3:16 Paul clarifies that the seed of Abraham is Jesus Christ and it is through Him that Jews and Gentiles are blessed. The writer of Heb. 8:7-13 refers to Jer. 31:31 and clarifies that God found fault with Israel regarding the first covenant so that there was a need for the new covenant. The final verse in this section of Heb. 8 seems to make it clear that the first covenant was made obsolete: “When He said, A new covenant, He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.” (Heb. 8:13). 
2. The Davidic Covenant

The Davidic covenant was given about 1000 years after the Abrahamic covenant and concerns the establishment of the Kingdom Of God with headquarters in Jerusalem. By bringing the arc of the covenant to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6) David publically demonstrated the relationship between the rule of God as related to his rule. The covenant with David and with his descendants is clearly stated in 2 Sam. 7: 8-16 and its eternal nature is also clear: "And your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever." (2 Sam. 7:16). We read further in 2 Samuel that there will be a family relationship established and that God will discipline transgressors: "I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men,” (2Sam. 7:14). We read in Ps. 89: 20-37 some insight into this covenant and its everlasting nature is again stated in “So I will establish his descendants forever and his throne as the days of heaven.” (Ps. 89:29) and in “His descendants shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me.” (Ps. 89:36). 
We see that David’s line will sit on Israel’s throne forever and, since history shows that this did not seem to happen, we must know how this portion of the covenant is maintained. David wrote a psalm suggesting the solution: “I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, 'Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee.’” (Ps. 2:7) Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of this promise as He is the Son of God and the son of David: “concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 1:3-4). We are clearly told that this government will last forever: 

Isa. 9:6-7 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.
Jesus Christ fulfilled every requirement of the Mosaic Law as required of David and He took the chastening judgments deserved by David’s seed because of their covenant violations (2 Sam. 7:16).  Also Jesus Christ now rules in heaven: “But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” (Luke 22:69) Thus Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of the covenant promises to David including the permanent nature of the covenant. The bringing of the New Jerusalem to earth (Rev 21) will establish this promise forever. 

3. The Future New Covenant

The future new covenant is the last covenant to be considered in this section. It is only specified in the OT by the following verses:

Jer. 31:31-34 "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them, "declares the Lord.” But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the Lord, "I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the Lord, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."
Are these promises now being fulfilled spiritually to the church or to the Jews in the church age? DT point out aspects of these verses that specify a literal ethnic Israel rather than a spiritual Israel: it is specifically with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, it is contrasted with the Mosaic covenant made with Israel, it will be fulfilled “after those days”, the law will be written on their hearts, there will be a mutual relationship between God and His people, there will be no need to teach the doctrines of the Lord for all will know them, and their sins will be forgiven and never remembered again. 

Clearly some of the aspects of this covenant are spiritual such as “the law will be written on their hearts” and NDT stresses this as well as interpreting the verses as a type with the antitype being the church. The covenant is clearly made with the “house of Israel” and generally that does mean the nation Israel. There are problems with both interpretations unless the prophecy is for a future established nation of Israel in some manner since this would be the only way that the doctrines of the Lord would be known by everyone living in the world. The church is given the commission to make disciples of all nations, to baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and to teach them all the commandments of Jesus (Matt. 28:20-21). A postmillennialist might view this as happening as the age of the church is fulfilled and the entire world knows the gospel. It is also possible that this will be the state of the world in the new heavens and the new earth. 
Although Jer. 31:31-34 is the only specific reference to the new covenant with Israel in the Old Testament, other covenants are expressed as everlasting. God’s covenant with Israel in the Mosaic covenant is not declared as everlasting. Isaiah proclaimed a future rebuilding of an exiled people and in 61:8 he prophecies an everlasting covenant with this rebuilt nation. It seems that Isaiah’s prophecy is then later (chronologically) confirmed by Jeremiah and elaborated by him in Jer. 32:37-42. Such promises seem impossible except in either a millennial rule by Jesus or in the new heavens and new earth. References to the new covenant in the NT will be discussed in the NT section of this thesis. 
B. New Testament Verses
Many New Testament verses have been used to support supersessionism
. The name, New Testament, states that a new covenant has been made by Jesus Christ different from that of the Old Testament. For the purposes of this thesis the emphasis is determining the relationship between the new covenant and old covenant promises to Israel. The Hebrews 8 passage discussed in the Abrahamic covenant has been the center of controversy on the fulfillment of the new covenant with Israel. The amillennialist insists that here is positive proof that the church fulfills the covenant given to Israel. Dr. Oswald T. Allis
, for instance, states in reference to that passage: 
“The passage speaks of the new covenant. It declares that this new covenant has been already introduced and that by virtue of the fact it is called ‘new’ it has made the one which it is replacing ‘old,’ and that the old is about to vanish away. It would be hard to find a clearer reference to the gospel age in the Old Testament than in these verses in Jeremiah.” 
Certainly the controversy is not settled but there is considerable Scriptural evidence to warrant serious consideration that the nation Israel may only find its full fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant in the New Jerusalem.  
There are seven explicit references in the NT to a new covenant:

Luke 22:20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”
1Cor. 11:25 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

2Cor. 3:6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Heb. 8:8 For finding fault with them, He says, "Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, When I will effect a new covenant With the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;

Heb. 8:13 When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.

Heb. 9:15 And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Heb. 12:24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
The first two verses above relate to the celebration of the new covenant. The third relates to how believers are made adequate to be servants of the new covenant and that is by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Hebrews verses relate to the replacement of the old covenant with the new covenant. The question is “which covenant is the old covenant?” DT reports that the old covenant is the Moses covenant that God did not say was eternal
. Apparently DT comes to this conclusion because Heb. 8:7 refers to God telling Moses to make the tabernacle as a model of the reality in heaven. However that verse is only stating that the earthly priest model was a type of Jesus as the high priest and the earthly priests were offering gifts according to the Law. All previous chapters refer to the nature of the priesthood of Jesus Christ as superior to any other priesthood. Two other verses in Hebrews refer to a better covenant: 

Heb. 7:22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

Heb. 8:6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 
Chapter nine of Hebrews compares the new and old covenants and relates them to the tabernacle and offerings initiated by Moses according to the commands of God as well as the Law written by God for Moses. Certainly then the covenant with Moses has been replaced, but that does not mean that other covenants have been either fully or partially replaced. The statements of Heb. 8:8-12 reference the Jer. 31:31-34 verses and contrast the new covenant with the covenant with Moses but the writing of the Law on their hearts is a fulfilled with the church. It thus seems that the Jeremiah prophecy and the verses from Hebrews refer to a full replacement of the covenant with Moses, a partial fulfillment with the church, and a later fulfillment with the nation Israel. However, a fulfillment with Israel does not mean that there must be a 1000-year rule of Jesus over a reestablished nation of Israel for such also could occur in the new heavens and earth. 
We read in John 8:30-59 that Jesus enters into a debate with a group of Jews claiming to be children of Abraham, but Jesus said that they were children of the devil (John 8:44). These verses end with the powerful statement of Jesus that caused the Jews to try to stone Him: “Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” (John 8:58). Since Jesus referred to these unbelieving Jews as being of the devil, do these verses indicate that the Jews have been replaced by Christians as children of God in this new dispensation? A verse in John clearly identifies God’s children: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). The Jews were clearly physical descendants of Abraham but Moses had previously stated that obedience was required for people to be children of God (Deut. 14:1-29): “They have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not His children, because of their defect; But are a perverse and crooked generation.” (Deut. 32:5) Although the particular Jews in John 8:30-59 were clearly not children of God, the statement by Jesus condemning them is not a general anti-Semitic statement. John clearly stated that, among the people of the entire world, there are two kinds of people, those of God and those of Satan: “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.” (1 John 3:10) In any particular race of people it seems there will always be those of God and those of Satan. 


It may seem that the following is a statement by Jesus that the Jews have forfeited their status before God: “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.” (Matt. 21:43) However this statement is not about any final status of the nation Israel but about the function of the kingdom of God. 


A statement by the Apostle Paul has been used to mean that Israel is no longer God’s chosen people: 

Rom. 9:6-8 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your descendants will be named." That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.
However, Paul is saying that those who are children of God are not only from the nation Israel but are from all nations as chosen by God. 


The following has been discussed considerably regarding a new Israel: “For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:15-16). Some theologians have written that these verses relate to two types of Christians: one Gentile and the other Jewish. That is unlikely for Paul has just been discussing the entire issue of circumcision with the conclusion that Christians need not follow the rule of circumcision given to Abraham. He also is not stating that Christians have replaced the Jews as God’s people. Therefore Paul is clearly stating that all Christians, Jewish or not, are the Israel of God
. 


Paul’s writing to the church at Thessalonica has been used to support punitive supersessionism:

1Thess. 2:14-16 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.

Paul certainly is stating that the Jews who were hindering missionaries from talking to Gentiles were jealous of their historical position with God, and that God has great wrath upon them for such sins. However, there is no indication from these verses that God has deserted them. Rather God’s wrath will be upon any who attempt to hinder the preaching of the gospel message. 


The following verses also have been used to support supersessionism:

Gal. 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
Paul is certainly stating that the people of God now include people of all races, gender, and whether they are slave or free. Verse 29 clearly teaches that Christians are the offspring of Abraham and heirs according to promise. These verses support a view that there is an extension of the people of God from only OT Jewish to NT Christian that will include people of all ethnic origins. 


The parable of the vineyard (Matt. 21:33-41) has been used to support punitive supersessionism particularly because of the ending: They said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers, who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.” (Matt. 21:41). The wretches are the Jews who were the original owners of the vineyard, so it seems that they will be brought to an end and the new tenants will be grafted into the vine. Certainly this parable teaches a discontinuity of the exclusiveness of Israel and continuity of a diverse people of God  as the age of the church came into existence based upon the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
. The gospel of Jesus Christ must be preached to all people throughout the world, Jews and Gentiles. 


Matthew also wrote of an interchange between John the Baptist and some Pharisees that seems to indicate that the promise to the nation Israel is no longer valid:
Matt 3:8-10 “Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves,' We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
Matthew seems to have clearly stated that the “tree” of the nation Israel is about to be destroyed. He followed up this line of discussion with reference to an impending action of Jesus Christ: "And His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." (Matt. 3:12). These verses can be used to support supersessionism. 


Paul clearly wrote that his righteousness could only be attained by reference to the work of Jesus Christ and not by his own works even though his works probably exceeded those of any other person: 

Phil. 3:4-9 Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,
The following seems to clearly refer to the church as the “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession” and so could be used to support supersessionism:

1Pet. 2:4-10 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone," and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellences of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
This is the only reference in the NT to the church being explicitly called a holy nation that is possessed by God, but it is a clear statement. However Jesus, in speaking to the chief priests and elders of Israel said: “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.” (Matt. 21:43) Of course the nation that will produce the fruit is the church. Thus it seems that the church may be taken as a new nation that fulfills many of the prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah. 


The following verses clearly state that God has made one body out of two diverse groups of people: Jews and Gentiles. The reference to Gentiles includes all people other than Jews:

Eph. 2:11-22 Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
Thus the church is a new people of God that includes every race, and there is a merging of the old nation Israel with the Gentiles under the headship of the high priest Jesus Christ. However there could still be some portions of the Jeremiah covenant that could be manifest in the nation of Israel in the new heaven and new earth. 

The question addressed at the Jerusalem Conference mentioned in Acts 15:1-18 concerned if Gentile converts to Christianity were required to accept circumcision and adhere to Mosaic Law to be saved. Peter replied that such was not required, and he did not mention water baptism although he had baptized converts in Caesarea (Acts 10:47-48). James contributed to the discussion (vv. 14-18) by stating that Peter revealed that God had taken a people for His name from the Gentiles. His use of “people” meant that God had now declared a new choosing related to belief in Jesus Christ rather than the physical birth from Abraham. This was not a contention that the Jews had been rejected but that the new covenant would include people of any race: Jews or Gentiles. 


Some commentators have concluded that Rom. 9-11 seems to exclude replacement theology
. In the opening verses (Rom. 9:1-5), Paul laments that the nation Israel has sinned and seems to have fallen from grace. Then in verses Rom. 9:6-8 Paul states that the promises of God have not failed because it is not just those who are physical descendants of Abraham who are God’s children but all those whom God has chosen. In verses 9-18 Paul then states that God is the one who chooses and He is not limited by reasons of order of birth such as is demonstrated by His choice of Jacob over Esau. Paul continues that God has chosen people from all races to be His children: “even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.” (Rom. 9:24) Paul then quotes Isaiah to say that a remnant of the nation Israel will be saved: “And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved;” (Rom. 9:27) Certainly then there will be some of the nation Israel who will be chosen by God to be His children, but the verse does not state that even a small nation of Israel will be saved. 
In Rom 9:30-33 Paul shows that obedience to the Law cannot be accomplished to achieve the righteousness of God, and that is proven by the Gentiles receiving salvation by faith when not pursuing the Law and the Pharisees by pursuing the Law did not have faith. In chapter 10 Paul shows his love for his fellow people and longs for their salvation, but he clearly states the gospel message that salvation is only through faith in the life and works of Jesus Christ. In chapter 11 Paul states that it is obvious that God has not forsaken His original chosen people because he is one of them and God saved him by faith. He continues by relating the well-known lament of Elijah who thought that he was the only man of God left and God told him that 7000 Jews were still faithful to Him. Paul admonishes the Gentiles to not become proud or to reject the root of their faith that still supports them. He states that some of the Jews have been rejected and the rest of the world has been added to the root, but if they are not faithful they also can be removed from the root. But the root remains, so that the final composite of true believers will include both Jew and Gentile because God can graft into the root some of the original chosen people if they repent: “And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again.” (Rom. 11:23). 
In Rom 11:25-36 Paul addresses the cyclical nature of belief and disbelief. The Jews were enemies of God regarding the gospel so that the Gentiles could be reached, but because of God’s love for their fathers the Jews are still the beloved and God does not revoke His promises. The Gentiles were originally disobedient to God but were shown mercy because of the disobedience of the Jews. God will show the Jews the same mercy that He has shown the Gentiles. The result is that God will be given the glory for His mercy on all races of people. 


It seems clear from these chapters of Romans that God is the one who chooses His children from all the nations of the world and that His choices are based only upon His mercy and not on the obedience of anyone except His Son. God is not through with any of the nations until He brings about the end of this age. People from all nations will be included in His family. There also seems to be a sense in which God calls all of His people “Israel” as noted in Rom. 9:6-8 and in: “Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.” (Gal. 3:7)


Galatians also confirms that the promises to Abraham were fulfilled in Jesus: “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.” (Gal. 3:16) Paul continues to clarify that the Law was given to Moses 430 years later because of the disobedience of the chosen people: “Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.” (Gal. 3:19) Paul says that the Law was given to shut up all people under sin because it could not be obeyed except by God, and so the promise to Abraham would not be complete except for those who believe in Jesus: “But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” (Gal. 3:22). The result is that people had been kept in custody under the Law until the time when the promise would be revealed through the seed, Jesus Christ. The purpose of the Law was to keep people under its tutelage until the fulfillment of the mystery so people may be justified by faith. Paul then brings this section to a conclusion by the wonderful promises:

Gal. 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
The spiritual offspring of Abraham are the chosen children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Since the resurrection of Jesus Christ the children of God includes all people, and we could recognize them as the true Israel or the Church. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,” (John 1:12) 

C.  Previous Research  
The establishment of Israel as a nation in 1948 certainly fueled considerable interest and conjecture about the possible new role of Israel on the world stage. In particular, the general DT understanding of a coming 1000-year rule of Jesus with the nation Israel has been stressed as many books and movies on the rapture of the church and the Parousia have appeared. As seen by the Bibliography – which is certainly not complete – much research has been done and many books published on this topic. A complete review is not possible in the confines of this thesis. This topic may be similar to the unified field problem of physics. Einstein and other scientists after him have tried without complete success to develop a unified field theory that would incorporate the successes of quantum mechanics with those of general relativity and remove the discrepancies between them to no avail. Similarly it may not be possible to develop a theory of the spiritual roles of the nation Israel with the church that will merge the truths of both the OT and the NT. 

Clearly the NDT and the DT mostly disagree regarding the five areas mentioned in another section of this thesis: the future restoration of the nation Israel, the rapture of the church, the seven-year tribulation period, the Parousia, and the 1000-year rule of Christ with the church. It seems that trying to use some type of literal interpretation by the DT groups and mainly using a type/antitype interpretation by the other NDT groups lead to these separate interpretations of events. 

Some theologians
 stress that Paul in several of his writings (Eph. 5:25; Rom. 2:28-29; Rom. 4:11-12; Rom. 9:25; Rom. 11:24; Gal. 3:9) concludes that the church is a continuation of the OT promises concerning Israel so that the church is the true Israel and will receive all the blessings promised to Israel in the OT. Other writers
 stress that replacement theology is incorrect and the nation Israel will receive OT blessings as promised to Abraham, but salvation is by faith in Christ alone so certainly individual Jews and Gentiles will be included in the church. Other writers such as Poythress have tried to develop some degree of agreement between the two groups regarding the church and Israel. It is important that Poythress concludes in one section that the texts of 1 Corinthians 15 and Matthew 14 are best understood “by viewing the Rapture and the Second Coming as simultaneous” (Poythress, 73). 

Mathison offers a reformed view of the relationship between the church and Israel. He discusses
 the rapture, the millennium, and the great tribulation and concludes that all are not as proposed by dispensationalists. Mathison concludes that the kingdom of God has been established with Jesus at the right hand of the Father contrary to the teachings of most DT (Mathison, 109-114). Mathison also states that the church has always existed in the sense that all believers of all ages are saved through Christ and the church is fulfilling the Abrahamic covenant (Mathison, 25-31). 

Saucy has written an interesting book focusing on the church in history and the future and its relationship with the nation Israel. He states that the church and Israel are Abraham’s seed and heirs of the promise but that they are not to be equated (Saucy, 74-77). Regarding the relation of the church to the kingdom, he states (Saucy, 85):

“The church is therefore presently related to the kingdom in its spiritual nature but also looks forward to participation in the glorious culmination in the literal apocalyptic manifestation of the kingdom.”

Most of his book focuses on aspects of proper church function and not on its replacement of Israel.


John J. Parsons has written an article on the relationship between Israel and the Church
 with conclusions similar to that of dispensationalists. He defines Israel; the church; and replacement, separation, and remnant theologies. He criticizes CT saying that its foundation is not based on an inductive study of the Scriptures and that it is too simplistic. He states that DT consistently used the “grammatical-historical” approach to Scripture contrary to CT. He concludes by saying that he knows many people will disagree with his end time’s conclusions “but their thinking derives from faulty assumptions, exegetical fallacies, and errors that are (sic) lead inexorably to the false doctrine of replacement theology.”


A contribution to a book which looks more at what the church has achieved through Christ was written by Chris Wright
. Upon an examination of verses in the book of Hebrews, he concludes:

“Hebrew’s affirmations of what ‘we have’ are surprisingly comprehensive. We have the land, described as the ‘rest’ into which we have entered through Christ, in a way which even Joshua did not achieve for Israel (3:12-4:11); we have a High Priest (4:14, 8:1, 10:21) and an altar (13:10); we have a hope, which in the context refers to the reality of the covenant made with Abraham (6:13-20). We enter into the Holy Place, so we have the reality of tabernacle and temple (10:19). We have come to Mt. Zion (12:22) and we are receiving a kingdom, in line with Haggai 2:6 (12:28). Indeed according to Hebrews 13:14), the only thing which we do not have is an earthly territorial city!”
It is logical to add to this conclusion that the remnant Israel and the church will both have the New Jerusalem in the new heavens and earth. He further concludes:

“In all this, then, it is not a case of abolishing and ‘replacing’ the realities of Israel and the Old Testament, but of taking them up into a greater reality in the Messiah. Christ does not deprive the believing Jew of anything that belonged to Israel as God’s people; nor does he give to the believing Gentile anything less than the full covenantal blessing and promise that was Israel’s. On the contrary, we share together in all of it and more-in him, and forever.”

The last two publications are in drastic disagreement, which seems to summarize the current state of affairs of discussions regarding the church and the nation Israel.


The book by J. Dwight Pentecost listed in the Bibliography is a major work on eschatology. He stresses the importance of the literal method of interpretation that leads to a premillennial view as opposed to the amillennial view obtained figuratively. He stresses that the church is not equal to Israel, that there will be a pretribulation rapture, a great tribulation, a literal millennium, and a New Jerusalem in the new heavens and earth occupied by both saved Jews and Gentiles. This is a major book for dispensationalists. 


Another author who confronts the views of CT is Charles C. Ryrie whose book is listed in the Bibliography. This is an excellent text to understand the origin of dispensationalism and its advancing forms such as progressive dispensationalism and ultradispensationalism. The eschatological views are clearly presented as well as a criticism of CT. 


A book by James W. Goll that is listed in the Bibliography presents an excellent overview of the history of Israel from the Exodus to modern times including an appendix listing some events since its establishment as a nation in 1948 until July 30, 2008. His approach might be characterized as charismatic with an emphasis on the aid of the church in bringing about the restoration of the nation Israel in the millennium. 


The book by Michael J. Vlach supports a non-supersessionist position regarding the church and Israel. He strives to not evaluate either CT or DT but to study the issue of supersessionism from Biblical theology. He states that “the NT, when properly understood does not support supersessionism. In reality, it advocates the salvation and restoration of Israel.” (Vlach, 55) He gives an excellent brief analysis of supersessionism in church history that is important reading for everyone. Vlach also discusses the role of nations in the new creation (Vlach, 165-176) that agrees with this thesis understanding of the eternal state that will be discussed in the last section of the thesis. 


The book by Asher Intrater and Dan Juster is a contribution by two messianic Jews that is an excellent addition to the collection of writings on this subject. Their presentation is based upon a premillennial eschatology and that the kingdom of God was initiated by Jesus but will not reach its fullness until the return of Jesus. They also believe in a key role for Israel in the Last Days with its re-engrafting into the olive tree based upon their exegesis of Romans 11. Their understanding of Rom. 11:26 is that a remnant of the nation Israel will be saved caused by a Christian humbling and recognition of their Jewish roots. They also assert that the third temple will be built with animal sacrifices during the end times and that millions of Gentiles will become righteous proselytes to Judaism. Thus the fullness of the Gentiles attracts the Jews toward a belief in Jeshua as their Messiah and helps bring about the Second Coming and the fullness of God’s Kingdom. They contend that people living in the millennium will again partake in the longevity of the pre-flood age because of the binding of Satan that allows people to live with biblical health. 
Because a proper understanding of covenants is essential for this study the book by O. Palmer Robertson is highly recommended and he comments
 on the meaning of “true Israel”:

“This concept of pruning also must be given full weight in the definition of “Israel”. Again, “Israel” cannot be identified merely as ethnic descendants of Abraham, for “they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel” (Rom 9:6). It is those who, in addition to being related to Abraham by natural descendency, also relate to him by faith, plus those Gentiles who are ingrafted by faith, that constitute the true Israel of God.”

Dr. Robertson also mentions that since Jesus is the mediator of the covenant and He cannot be divided then the covenants cannot be divided. He writes
 that: “He himself guarantees the unity of the covenant, because He himself is the heart of each of the various covenantal administrations.” 

III. Conclusions
The Bibliography and previous discussions in this thesis indicate that there is no consensus concerning the spiritual relationship between the church and the nation Israel. It was previously mentioned that generally writers who agree on the issues of the millennium, the rapture, the great tribulation, the Parousia, and the New Creation also agree on the future of the nation Israel. If there is no Biblical justification for a great tribulation as claimed by DT then the rapture and the Parousia as postulated by DT also lose credibility as does the future establishment of Israel as a ruling nation. Thus the relevant topics (RT) and the future role of the Church and the Nation Israel are connected as a series of leaning dominoes. As noted in the discussion on progressive dispensationalism (page 8), except for its Zionic dispensation there is considerable agreement between that new development of DT and the predictions of NDT. Thus if it can be shown that the DT understandings of the RT are not supported Biblically then the future role of the Nation Israel as claimed by DT is also not supported. Toward that insight, several appendices are added to support a Biblical understanding of those five areas. Each appendix must be read for details regarding all items, which are summarized below.
        A. The Millennium and Life After Death for Christians

Appendix one addresses the issue of whether there will be a literal 1000-year rule of Jesus Christ in the future by giving an exegesis of chapter 20 of Revelation. Verses 1-3 of chapter 20 are the basis for DT’s general agreement that Satan will be bound for 1000 years. But the key and chain are symbolic since a spirit cannot be bound with such items and consistency allows for the 1000 years to also be symbolic. The number 10 is the number of completion and three (the three zeros) is the number of divine perfection, so 1000 may only represent a perfect time period during which the devil cannot deceive nations. He still causes much trouble in the world but he no longer deceives entire nations as he had in the past. Thus the “millennium” could be the time from the resurrection of Jesus until His Second Advent.  


Rev. 20:4 is also critical to a correct understanding of the millennium. To be consistent with the use of the word “thrones” the scene John reveals is in heaven and not on earth. John saw souls there and not bodies so this gives a clear understanding of the period after death and before the Second Advent for every Christian who ever lived. They immediately go to heaven to be with the Lord upon death and rule with Him in heaven until He comes again. Rev. 20:5, 6 reveal that people who were not Christians were not in this assembly and do not come to life until after the millennium. The first resurrection is the coming to life of the martyrs who are blessed and holy and the second death
 will not apply to them. The children of God are already in heaven (Eph. 2:6) and their citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), so during the millennial reign of Jesus the souls of all Christians will rule with Jesus until His Second Coming when they will also be blessed with a bodily resurrection and glorification. 


Verses 7 and 8 state that after this time when the rule of Jesus from heaven is complete that Satan will be allowed to deceive nations again and that he will gather a great army against the Messiah. Verse 9 states that the battle is quickly over and verse 10 states that Satan and his fellow deceivers are put into torment forever. 


Rather than the millennium being a 1000-year rule of Jesus on earth, this indeterminate (from our perspective) time is the rule of Jesus and His saints from heaven from His resurrection until His Second Coming. John 14:1-3 is also very comforting to Christians who know that the Lord has prepared a location for all of them to be with Him. Thus God gives us a clear picture of the after-life of His saints from physical death until their glorification. Such a revelation gives the Christian great peace! Since there is no literal 1000-year rule of Jesus on earth with the Nation Israel that interpretation regarding Israel as a ruling nation has to be discarded. 
        B. The Rapture and The Parousia
Chapter four of Paul’s first letter to the church at Thessalonica has been used by DT to support a rapture occurring before a great tribulation period. The verses of 1 Thess. 4:13-14 are informative and a blessing to Christians that physical death will be followed by life with the Lord. Verses 15-17 state that Christians who are still alive at the Second Coming of Christ will meet the Lord “in the air” after those who have preceded them in death have also risen and all that great assembly of believers will be with the Lord forever. The pretribulation DT understanding is that Jesus will come to take the living church members to be with Him during a seven-year tribulation period and that He will come again after the tribulation to rule for 1000 years. The first action of Jesus regarding the church is called the rapture and the second coming of Jesus is simply called the return or the Parousia. The DT position is generally that the second coming of Jesus occurs in those two phases. However the NDT position is that the rapture of the church and the Parousia occur at the same time (Poythress, 73). Paul also discusses the raising of the dead in Christ and those still living at the time of the last trumpet in his first letter to the church at Corinth in verses 15:50-53. Paul also informs the church at Philippi in verse 3:21 of that letter that Christians will one day be transformed into a glorified body. Thus these scriptures and others state that there will be a time when the bodies of Christians will be transformed into conformity with the glorified body of Christ and at the Second Coming there will be those who are still living who will likewise be transformed to be with Him forever. These verses are very reassuring and help form the hope that all Christians have eternal life with God. However none of these verses state that such occurs before some great tribulation. 

        C. The Great Tribulation 
Appendix Three addresses the possibility of some great tribulation. The “Olivet Discourse” is often interpreted to apply to the tribulations mentioned in the book of Revelation. In Matt. 24:3-8 Jesus answers the disciples who request information about the end of the age. He informs them that there will be many false christs and that there will be wars, famines, and earthquakes but that such events precede the End Times. In Matt. 24:9-11 Jesus tells them that they will be delivered to tribulation, they will be killed, and they will be hated by nations because of His name. He also tells them that many people claiming to be Christians will fall away, deliver up others in the church, and hate one another. John also told of people falling away from congregations of believers because they really were not Christians (1 John 2:19). False prophets appearing early in church history were also spoken of by Peter (2 Pet. 1:20-2:1), Jesus (Luke 6:26), John (1 John 4:1) and Paul (2 Cor. 11:4, 13, 26). John also told his readers that they were already in the last hour (1 John 2:18). But Jesus also said that nobody knows except the Father when the End Times would come (Matt. 24:36). Jesus revealed that “because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.” (Matt. 24:12-13) 


History proves the validity of these prophecies. Since the resurrection of Jesus Christ tribulations in the world have been terrible as Appendix Three demonstrates. It seems perfectly obvious that the world has been in a “great tribulation” for over 2000 years and will continue in such until the Lord returns to earth. This understanding has been called the historicist view
. With no great tribulation as taught by most DT, their understandings of the rapture and the Parousia are also in doubt as also stated above. 
        D. The New Heaven and Earth with the Nations 

Appendix Four addresses the coming time of a new heaven and earth and also involves the topic of this thesis regarding the relationship of the church and the nation Israel. The appendix contains the author’s notes on the 21st chapter of the book of Revelation. Verse 1 correlates the coming of a new heaven and a new earth with the passing of the first heaven and earth. Verse 2 reveals the coming of the New Jerusalem from heaven and from God.  Verses 3 and 4 state that God will then dwell with men and that there will be no death, mourning, crying, or pain. In verses 5 and 6 John records God speaking as He is making all things new. In verse 7 God says that “he who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son”. Of course true children of God will persevere because they are protected by Him (1 Thess. 5:23). For all other people of all times verse 8 states they will suffer the second death of being cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. Verses 10-21 describe the magnificent New Jerusalem that is without blemish and has the glory of God. The city is described as huge by earthly comparisons and verse 22 states that there will be no temple in it “for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple.” Jesus made the final sacrifice so none will be made in the new Jerusalem:

Heb. 9:26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

Heb. 10:12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,
The description of the new Jerusalem with its foundation stones that seem to be the same as on the breastplate of the high priest (Exod. 28:15-21) and the twelve gates that may represent the apostles indicate that this great city will be the place of occupancy of Jewish (remnant) and Gentile Christians of all ages. Any prophesies made to Israel that are not fulfilled before this event will be fulfilled then and forever. 
Verse 24 states that “the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it.” Since all people in the new creation will be compatible with the holiness of God, the nations that will come to the New Jerusalem will also be children of God. The phrase “the nations shall walk by its [Jerusalem] light” can be interpreted as meaning that the nations are governed by the rule of God from the city that will be the only governing city on earth. Thus the earthly inheritance promised to Abraham may be fulfilled in the new creation
. Also Isaiah’s prophecy that was confirmed by Jeremiah in Jer. 323: 37-42 can also be fulfilled in this new creation
. The new creation will be a new Eden with God sharing the work load among all His children on earth. Verses 25-27 clearly state that there will be no evil on this new earth, the gates to the city are never closed, and people from the nations will bring glory and honor to the city. This chapter describes a wonderful new earth and heaven for God and His children from all time to enjoy His presence and live for Him.

E. The Church and Israel
With the above understandings regarding the RT, the DT teachings regarding the future of Israel are disputed. The world has been in tribulation for thousands of years. The millennium is understood to be the time since the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The rapture and the second coming will occur simultaneously. The new creation will be the time when the Kingdom of God is permanently established on a renewed earth with Jerusalem as the ruling city on earth where all nations will come to give glory to God forever. Any prophesies regarding the nation Israel that have not been fulfilled before the new creation will be fulfilled at that time. 
Although there is no general agreement among published articles concerning the understanding of the church as related to the nation Israel, many authors do agree with the conclusions of this thesis as previously noted. Mathison reached similar conclusions on the RT and the church regarding the Abraham covenant. Saucy writes that Israel and the church are Abraham’s seed and heirs of the promises but they are not the same. Chris Write concludes from a study of Hebrews that the church has all promises except for an earthly territorial city. Vlach supports this thesis’ understanding of the role of the nations. Robertson agrees with Rom. 9:6 that the true Israel is all who relate to Abraham by faith. Poythress views the rapture and the second coming as occurring simultaneously. It was also noted that progressive dispensationalism has merged considerably toward NDT except for the understanding of a Zionic dispensation. All the conclusions of this thesis are similar to those expressed by Hoekema in his book “The Bible and the Future”. 
Items noted in the thesis have been underlined that support some of the conclusions and they are repeated here:
Page 23 It is also clear that now Abraham lives in that city for he is included in the “spirits of righteous men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). It seems clear then that there has been a fulfillment in the church age of promises made to Abraham.
Page 24 In Rev. 21 we are told that the new Jerusalem comes from heaven to earth, and so it seems that the earthly inheritance promised to Abraham also will be fulfilled in the new heavens and earth that will be equally shared by all Christians: Jewish and Gentile. 
Page 26 Thus Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of the covenant promises to David including the permanent nature of the covenant. The bringing of the new Jerusalem to earth (Rev 21) will establish this promise forever.
Page 27 (Matt. 28:20-21). A postmillennialist might view such as happening as the age of the church is fulfilled and the entire world knows the gospel. It is also possible that this will be the state of the world in the new heavens and the new earth. 
Page 27 also: It seems that Isaiah’s prophecy is then later (chronologically) confirmed by Jeremiah and elaborated by him in Jer. 32:37-42. Such promises seem impossible except in either a millennial rule by Jesus or in the new heavens and new earth.
Page 28 Certainly the controversy is not settled but there is considerable Scriptural evidence to warrant serious consideration that the nation Israel may only find its full fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant in the New Jerusalem.
Page 30 However, a fulfillment with Israel does not mean that there must be a 1000-year rule of Jesus over a reestablished nation of Israel for such also could occur in the new heavens and earth. 
Page 33 These verses can be used to support supersessionism.
Page 34 Thus it seems that the church may be taken as a new nation that fulfills many of the prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah.

Page 35 However there could still be some portions of the Jeremiah covenant that could be manifest in the nation of Israel in the new heaven and new earth. 
Page 38 The offspring of Abraham are the chosen children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Since the resurrection of Jesus Christ the children of God includes all people, and we could recognize them as the true Israel or the Church.
Page 39 It is important that Poythress concludes in one section that the texts of 1 Corinthians 15 and Matthew 14 are best understood “by viewing the Rapture and the Second Coming as simultaneous”
.

Page 41 It is logical to add to this conclusion that the remnant Israel and the church will both have the New Jerusalem in the new heavens and earth.

The conclusions of this thesis regarding the relationship between the church and the nation Israel are also consistent with the conclusion: (Marshall, 124)
“For Matthew, Israel finds its future in the church, the people who recognize that the Messiah has come. It is the sole entity that continues into the future; there cannot be any place for any other church, which will withstand the onslaught of Hades. The position of the Twelve on their thrones as the judges of Israel indicates that the present leadership of Judaism have had their rule over the kingdom taken away from them. This does not mean that there is no future for Jews in the kingdom or that the church’s mission goes solely to the Gentiles. The church or the new Israel consists of believing Jews and Gentiles; the disciples’ mission is to all nations, which includes the Jewish nation.”

All the above strongly support the conclusions of this thesis regarding the RT, the church, and the nation Israel. 
      F. Final Statements
        1. Thesis Statement 
The question that formed the basis for this thesis is: “Israel and the Church: Different, Same, Both?” Because of the interrelationships between this question and the RT all had to be examined Biblically. If the RT cannot be supported Biblically then the question of the future of the Nation Israel can be examined without any preunderstandings regarding the RT. It seems that the establishment of the nation Israel and the Holocaust have fueled preunderstandings regarding the RT toward the interpretation of a Zionic dispensation. The previous 1948 years were mostly supersessionist. This study determined that the RT as understood by most DT is not supported and the Church and the Nation Israel are both different and the same. They are different in that the Nation Israel was the ruling place on earth for God to develop His people and to bring His message that was to be proclaimed to all nations. They are the same because all people of God were one after the resurrection of Christ. They are also the same in the new creation in that all people of God are one forever. 
         2. Implications of Findings 
Because of the relationship between a great tribulation, the millennium, the Second Coming of Jesus, the Rapture, the End Times, and the New Creation, all these concepts had to be studied and interrelated with the basic question of the thesis. The resulting understanding is that there is no great tribulation other than what mankind has been experiencing for the last 2000 years, the “millennium” is the total time from the resurrection of Jesus Christ until His Second Coming, all Christians who died before His Second Coming will be living and ruling in heaven with Jesus until the End Times, and the “rapture” is the glorification of those living and dead at the time of His Second Coming when the new heaven and earth will be inaugurated with Jesus Christ as the ruler forever. The New Jerusalem will be where any OT prophecies regarding the nation Israel not completed before then are fulfilled. The Jews and Gentiles who accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior will rule forever on earth so there will be a physical location but without a temple because God will live with them all on earth. In addition to the Christians living in the New Jerusalem there will be Christians from all time also living on the new earth who will bring glory to God in the new governing city of earth. Thus it is certainly possible that interpreters and commentators have generally been dismissing the most likely understanding of the fulfillment of prophecies
. 

These conclusions are developed by proper exegesis of Scripture without making any allegorizing or misuse of typology and by being literal when justified. Of course, it is possible to be wrong! 

         3. Applications of Findings

The above conclusions radically affect how Christians understand their probable physical death and their interactions with other Christians. Christians can think of their function as souls after death, as working with their Lord Jesus and other Christians of all other era and then looking forward to the time when they will receive their glorified bodies to function in the New Creation with Christians all over the new world. Thinking of the New Jerusalem as a place of worship and glorification of God by all Christians including those Jews who were born again allows believers to have a peace to face eternity with God and to know that they have a future purpose involving glorifying God for His creation. 
         4. Further Research


Further research on this topic could continue until the Second Coming and still not definitively exhaust this study. This study does not claim to have exhaustively studied all OT and NT verses nor has it covered all of the many publications in this area so certainly further study in those areas is suggested. This topic may be – as previously considered – similar to attempting to develop the unified field theory of physics! However the answers that have been obtained in this study are acceptable regarding the use of proper hermeneutics and covering some of the most pertinent resources. The conclusions are thus acceptable and it is recommended that all Christians should spend most of their time on the clear commands of God through Paul and Jesus: 
Phil. 2:12 “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;” 
Matt. 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Appendix One: The Millennium

The Revelation to John

Chapter Twenty

The Millennium

Leon Combs, 2008

This may be the most “discussed” topic probably in all of Christendom. Some of the discussions have even become rather un-Christian. It is unclear why some people so fervently want their interpretation to be the only one that is correct. The exegesis here seems properly done but it could be wrong and everyone should be willing to admit such a possibility. The millennial time period is just the time between the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the time when He comes again. God gave this “chapter” vision to John to give us peace and joy knowing that all Christians will be in heaven reigning with Jesus until the time of the final judgment of Satan and all of his followers and the end of death. This is a wonderful encouragement! With this interpretation one also obtains a glimpse of what happens after death. To view the millennium as only an end-time event robs believers of this powerful message. 

This interpretation gives a lot of peace but it does not guarantee that anyone will be removed from any terrible tribulations and it does not postulate a literal 1000 year time to rule with Jesus during a time of great peace on earth. Probably many people do not want to have themselves or their loved ones go through a terrible tribulation time but in the past 2000 years many wonderful people have been horribly persecuted and killed. The promise from the Lord Jesus is that Christians will not receive His condemnation and that they will live forever in His blessed presence. 
There is no indication that John intended for this chapter to chronologically follow the previous discussion.  It seems that he is just taking the readers behind the scenes again. There have been horrible persecutions and many martyrs have been made but Jesus Christ still reigns. Many Christian martyrs exist but they also reign with Jesus in heaven. The first resurrection is when the souls of God’s people are released after a physical death. The second resurrection will be when the Christian’s body is reunited with his soul. 
Rev. 20:1-3 “And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.”

John does not give any details about this angel except that he came down to earth from heaven.  Remember that Satan has already been cast out of heaven unto earth at the same time of the triumph of Jesus on the cross. Of course the key and the chain are symbolic for a spirit cannot be bound with such physical items. John makes sure that we understand the identity of the being about to be thrown into the abyss. He gives him all of his names: dragon, serpent of old (from the Garden of Eden), the devil, and Satan. This angel binds him for a period of time, threw him into the abyss, shut the “door” and sealed it over him. The reason for the binding is so that he cannot deceive the nations anymore until the time dictated by God is over and then he will be released for a short time. Could the description in chapter 17 be of him coming out?

The thousand years do not have to be taken literally but symbolically like the key and the chain. The number one thousand is just ten (the number of completeness) cubed and three is the number of divine perfection.  Satan is thus bound for the perfect time period set by God. The point of the binding in that place is that he is completely under God’s control and not primarily a punishment, although he may see it that way. He is kept from deceiving the nations as he had done before. He is not kept from doing much evil and from deceiving individuals via his demons for he is not said to be isolated. Verse eight states that when he is released he will again deceive nations. In the Old Testament time he deceived many nations and caused much war between them. However, during this “millennium” (the time from the resurrection of Jesus Christ until His second advent) he cannot be a nation-deceiver. In the history of the last two thousand years we see many evil rulers but no deceived nations warring against God’s people.

This understanding also fits with the prior vision showing that Satan was cast out of heaven at the time of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Understood without the baggage of a preconceived notion of a literal seven-year tribulation period and a literal 1000 year rule on earth, the book really gives us a clear picture of the future.  

Rev. 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”

John does not say where the thrones were or who sat upon them. However in all 47 times he uses this word for thrones, only the thrones of Satan and the beast appear to be on earth. Thus the thrones are most likely to be in heaven. The millennial time scene is in heaven, not on earth. He then says that he saw the souls of those who had been martyred for Jesus and God’s word, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark of the beast on their forehead and hand. The Greek word translated “beheaded” actually means killed with an ax and the meaning here is more general since Rome had changed its execution method at the time of John’s writing. Thus these are the martyrs of all ages since these people died not only because of the testimony of Jesus but also because of the word of God.  

Above the word “souls” is emphasized since he does not refer to their bodies.  This does not envision a bodily resurrection. The Greek word translated “came to life” actually means lived.  Therefore this time of reigning of the souls of the martyrs is in the time period from the resurrection until the second coming of Jesus Christ. All souls of God’s children go to heaven upon death and now Scripture informs that all of the martyrs are ruling with Jesus during this time after the first advent of Jesus.  It is a busy time!  Nobody is just sitting around playing a harp!

Rev. 20:5-6 “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

The sense of the writing indicates that the first resurrection refers to the raising of the martyrs to rule with Jesus for the thousand years. But he states that all the enemies of God would not live until after the completion of the thousand years. John then gives another beatitude stating that the martyrs in this first resurrection are declared blessed and holy. Also the second death has no power over them. John defines the second death in verse 14 below as being thrown into the lake of fire. The raised martyrs will be priests of God and of Jesus and will reign with Him for the thousand years. This will be a time of righteousness, peace and joy as all saints reign in heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ. The children of God already are spiritually in heaven: “and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” (Eph. 2:6) The citizenship of Christians is also in heaven:

Phil. 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;”

Col. 1:13 “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,”

1Thess. 2:12 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

But during this millennial reign the souls of Christians will be engaged in serving God with the martyrs in very special ways and in full consciousness of their new identity, albeit it without physical bodies. At the second coming of Jesus Christ there will then be a bodily resurrection and glorification.

Rev. 20:7-8 “And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.”

The Greek word translated “when” actually means “whenever” and that seems to correlate further the understanding that the thousand years is not a literal time period. When the time set by God is over Satan is released from his binding so that he can again deceive all the nations on the earth. It seems that Gog and Magog just refer to all people because the antecedent is “nations”. Gog and Magog are only mentioned two other times in the Bible and in apocalyptic writings they symbolize forces of evil.

1Chron. 1:5 “The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.”

Ezek. 38:2 "Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him,

Satan manages to bring together a huge force but God is always the majority. This is the final battle (17:14 and 19:19).

Rev. 20:9 “And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.”

The saints and the city were surrounded but that did not matter. The “beloved city” just means an organized community of people dedicated to God.  It seems that the stage is set for a huge battle but none comes. Just like as described in 19:19-21 John writes that the enemy is annihilated quickly. A similar quick destruction from heaven is described by Ezekiel:  

Ezek. 38:22 “And with pestilence and with blood I shall enter into judgment with him; and I shall rain on him, and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire, and brimstone.”

Rev. 20:10 “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

The great deceiver is now thrown in an everlasting torment with the other members of the evil trinity.  There is no escape from the lake of fiery sulfur. The tormenting is constant and lasts forever and ever.  

Rev. 20:11 “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.”

John now sees a magnificent throne befitting God. He does not state which member of the Trinity is on the throne but such a depiction usually infers the Father. The scene was so awesome that nobody or nothing could approach it.  

Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.”

Before this awesome judgment John now saw all the dead standing. The collection of people included the kings and the slaves, the men and the women. Many books were opened that contained all the works of the people. The book of life was also opened.  Judgment is always based upon works but God’s people are saved from His condemnation by the works of Jesus Christ.  

Rev. 20:13 “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.”

John now adds other sources of dead just to make the point that nobody is overlooked.  Everyone who ever existed is judged according to their deeds. Death is the fate of everyone and Hades is the place of residence until judgment time. So John is not concerned with how anyone died but just that everyone will be judged. He adds again that the judgment is according to their deeds.  Paul and Peter also taught that God will judge every man by his deeds:

Rom. 2:5-8 “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.”

1 Pet. 1:17 “And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;”

Rev. 20:14-15 “And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

The final act is to throw into the lake of fire death and Hades for neither is needed again. There will be no solstice of death for those people thrown into the lake of fire. The importance of the book of life is clearly seen for if a person’s name is not found in this book; he faces an eternity of punishment in the lake of fire. There are two categories of people in the world: the saved and the lost. The ones who are saved by the works of Jesus Christ will live forever in the bliss of heaven. The lost people will live forever in the lake of fire. Surely if anyone had a choice it would be easy!  Mankind continues to curse God even in the face of horrible judgments.  

Appendix Two: The Rapture
Leon Combs, 2008

Some Dispensationalists and others (like LaHaye) use the Scriptures below as proof for a rapture of the church to occur before the “Tribulation” period. These verses have already been discussed in the author’s commentary on first and second Thessalonian and the 1 Thessalonian Scriptures and comments are repeated below. This interpretation is not consistent with the common Dispensationalist interpretation.

1 Thess. 4:13-15 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.

Paul uses the word “asleep” to mean that those people are physically dead. In the non-Christian world death indeed is the great enemy since those people have no hope of any kind of life after death. However in the Christian world there is hope for the life after death. Here Paul assures the Christian audience that those who died after being born again will be physically raised again and their souls will return with Jesus for His second coming. He also assures the readers that if Jesus comes back before they die that first His children who died earlier will physically arise and then those who have been born again will be also joined with Jesus in a glorified body. The rest of the world has no hope for anything of such wonder to happen to them. Those who die without being born again into the kingdom of God will face an eternal life of continuous wrath from God as payment for their sins before Him: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”(John 3:36)
The roles the soul and the body play in life after physical death will be discussed later. When any Christian dies he is immediately with the Lord: “we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”(2 Cor. 5:8)
One also needs to be clear concerning what is meant by being with the Lord in regard to one’s physical body and soul. The body remains when someone ceases to function biologically (physical death). But the above verse states that Christians are absent from the body when they are physically dead so their soul is immediately at home with the Lord. That indeed is wonderful news for the children of God!

1 Thess. 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

Here Paul completes this section of his writing with a great assurance for all Christians. Paul is talking about the Parousia or the second coming of our Lord. The Jewish tradition speaks of seven archangels. In 1 Enoch 20:1-7 their names are listed as Taphael, Raguel, Michael, Sariel, Gabriel and Remiel. The trumpet of God might refer back to Isa. 27:13 where the sound of the great trumpet summons the Jewish exiles home from Assyria and Egypt. The raising of the bodies of the dead refers to those children of God who had died before the second coming of Jesus. These people would be honored first by raising their glorified bodies as a reward for their serving Jesus unto death. After the rising of the dead saints the people who are left alive would be transformed into their glorified bodies to meet all the saints and Jesus in the air. Then all Christians would be together with Him forever! Some people have made too much out of Paul saying “we who are alive” to make it seem that Paul thought that he would still be alive when this second coming begins. However the totality of his writings does not support this conjecture.  

In the two thousand years since he wrote these verses many Christians have died. Many today still wait for that second coming and know that they will be with Jesus when He comes again whether they are still alive or die before He comes.

Some writers also use the Scriptures below to refer to a church rapture and but that interpretation also does not seem correct. These verses are very comforting for those who have lost loved ones and those of waiting for death.

John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

Some people use 1 Cor. 15:50-53 to infer that the Bible tells of a church rapture in their context of end times. Certainly there will be a time when God’s people will be changed and taken into Heaven, but when it will occur is really unknown. Below are commentaries on these verses from the author’s commentary on 1 Corinthians:
1Cor. 15:50-53 “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”
Paul is now bringing this subject to a close. He states that, as one now exists, nobody can enter the kingdom of God for it is not a place for the earthly. Those who are perishing cannot inherit the land of the imperishable. But he tells us a mystery. Not everyone will die before entering the kingdom of God. Some people will be transformed from the perishable to an imperishable body before dying! This process is also taught elsewhere as studied before:

1Thess. 4:17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

Phil. 3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”

Since Paul used the word “we”, some people thought that Paul thought that he was going to be raptured and would not physically die. It does not seem such an extrapolation is warranted from all of the other writings of Paul. He just knew the process and it brought an admiration and expectation to him that should be in all of us. The last trumpet to which Paul refers will end the church age and all Christians will leave earth to be with our Lord.  Maranatha!  

In 1 Cor. 15:52 Paul uses the word “moment” and that word comes from the same Greek word from which we get the word “atom”. So he is writing that in the smallest possible division of time this change will occur! The Scriptures then teach that the rapture and the Parousia occur simultaneously from our perspective. 
Appendix Three: The Great Tribulation

Leon Combs, 2008

The Great Tribulation and the End Times

The “Olivet Discourse” is often interpreted by some people to apply to the tribulations mentioned in Revelation. Jesus is indeed addressing the question concerning the sign of His return and the end of the age, but by letting Scripture interpret Scripture one sees that He is describing events after His resurrection and continuing into the future.

Matt. 24:3-8 “And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many. "And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”

Certainly all of the above have happened many times in the past two thousand years and Jesus even modified His predictions by saying that the above are just the beginnings of the pangs of the birth of the end times. Of course humans are accustomed to thinking of the birth process taking nine months but such happens in many different time spans among earth’s animals. Since a birth does take some time, He is telling us that the “birth” of the end times will also take some unstated period of time.  

Matt. 24:9-11 "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My name. "And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up one another and hate one another. "And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”

Certainly the tribulation to Christians has been occurring since the time of Jesus on earth and the hatred of Christians has been rampant. The falling away was spoken of by John:

1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.”

Of course he is not speaking of people who rejected their membership in the Family of God but of people who were not really born again but had been associated with visible churches. Paul and Peter also warned of false apostles who had been appearing in his time on earth. Peter told of false prophets in the Old Testament time period and warned of such that would appear early in the church period:

2 Pet. 1:20-21 “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Pet. 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”

Jesus also told of times past when there were false prophets: “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.”(Luke 6:26)
John also told his readers to use our gift of discernment to properly recognize such false ones: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”(1 John 4:1)
Paul warned the people of people preaching about a false Jesus, a false spirit, a false gospel, and false apostles and deceitful workers. He also warned of false brethren that had caused him dangers.

2 Cor. 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.

2 Cor. 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.

2 Cor. 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;

The point is that tribulations and dangers as told by Jesus that would be present in the end times were present also in times past His time on earth and very much present against Christians beginning shortly after His resurrection and continuing.  

John also told his readers that they are all in the last hour at his time on earth: “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour.”(1 John 2:18)
Being in the last hour is reminiscent of the atomic clock that was prevalent during times when dangers of nuclear war seemed eminent. The time of 12:00 was representative of the time of nuclear war and people were moving the hands closer to that time as dangers became more evident. Only God the Father knows the precise time of the true end: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”(Matt. 24:36)
It is certainly foolish for any mere human to attempt to date the time of the second coming of Jesus and the End Times. Many have made attempts over the years but they were all wrong.  

Matt. 24:12-13 "And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.”

The lawlessness predicted by Jesus is the lack of obedience to the Law of God and that may take its form in many different ways including a church time when true worship is not practiced. Many forms of this have been seen in recent years and increasingly now as church leaders are giving people more “comfortable” churches and a social gospel that is devoid of dying to self and living for Jesus. The love of people growing cold is reminiscent of the letter of Jesus to the church at Laodicea in Rev. 3:14-22. It seems that his warning to that church as stated below is particularly applicable to many churches today: “Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,”(Rev. 3:17)
Many churches today preach a prosperity gospel, which is certainly a false gospel, and messages just on self-worth and self-gratification, which is also not the teaching of the true Jesus. Jesus encourages His people by saying that those who persevere will be saved. One only has to read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews to learn of many Christians who faced horrible persecution but yet persevered. One can also read of many horrible tribulations that have already occurred such as the following that have been determined from web searches:

Ten million Christians and 1,900 Catholic priests were murdered, massacred, raped, starved, burned and humiliated during World War II. Approximately 5.4 million people were killed in the Vietnam War including 58,148 Americans. Over 40 million casualties resulted from World War I, including approximately 20 million military and civilian deaths. During World War II the Allies lost about 61 million people, and the Axis lost 11 million for a total number of human deaths of about 72 million including about 416,800 Americans. Many people have also been killed by infectious agents. Overall, the Spanish flu of 1918-1919 killed between 20 and 40 million people. The effect of the influenza epidemic was so severe that the average life span in the US was depressed by 10 years. So from 1918 until 1944, about 150 million people have been killed by major wars and epidemics. Many millions more have been killed in other wars and calamities. 

Despite suffering many mental and physical tribulations, Christians are promised not to suffer the wrath of God:

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”

Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

However we are not promised freedom from the wrath of man and many Scripture verses above testify to the huge number of Christians who have suffered from the wrath of man, including Jesus Christ.  

Jesus ends His teaching on the end times with the statement that the end will not come until:

Matt. 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.”

Many people have tried to determine exactly what He meant and to try to tie efforts in world evangelism to predict that end time. Some have said that the church has already reached that goal and so the end can come at any time now. But only God can determine when that goal has been reached as the following verse attests: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”(Matt. 24:36)
It is repeated that, although studying Revelation is rewarding, the main goal of the Christian is his own sanctification: “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,” (1 Thess. 4:3-4)
Satan has lost Christians from his kingdom but he does not cease working to try to keep us from being workers in God’s Kingdom now. Therefore one must not become obsessed with the End Times and spend an inordinate amount of time reading books, seeing movies, and having discussions about the Rapture and the End Times. As part of the sanctification process one looks forward to the time when Jesus will come again but all must be ready to meet Him at any time for nobody knows when he will physically die.  
Appendix Four: The New Heaven and Earth

The Revelation to John

Chapter Twenty-one

A New Heaven and a New Earth

Leon Combs, 2008

The old is gone, the new has come. The last few chapters and these final chapters of Revelation would have been a wonderful encouragement for the church of the first century and for all true churches of all ages. Judgment has come and the final place of existence is set before them. 
Rev. 21:1 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.”

The meaning of “new heaven” and “new earth” is not that the old has been renewed. There is a new creation of heaven and earth. When John writes that the former have passed away he means that quite literally. One cannot infer any symbolism in these comments. Isaiah also prophesied of a new heaven and earth: “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.”(Isa. 65:17) However his prophecy (65:20) includes people living a long time, but still dying. It is then not certain of the era predicted by Isaiah because life in the new heaven and new earth will be forever. It may be that Isaiah is seeing two different portions of the “end times” since such a time began at the resurrection of Jesus Christ and still continues today. One should be content to not totally understand Isaiah’s comments on the era he foresaw.  

Referring to Rev. 21:1, the sea in this era was a symbol of the sources of evil so the use of the sea could be a symbolism for no future source of evil. The Bible also uses the waves of the sea as an allusion of destruction:

Ezek. 26:3 “therefore, thus says the Lord God,' Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as the sea brings up its waves.”

Dan. 7:3 “And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another.”

Rev. 21:2 “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”

Jerusalem had very special meaning for the Jews and now John sees a Jerusalem coming to earth that had been created in heaven. Thus it would be free from any imperfection and abuse by sinful man. It would then truly be holy as it was sent by God.  The city would be beautiful as a bride is for her husband.  

Rev. 21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.’”

John does not identify the voice but it comes from the throne of God. The announcement is that God will now live among His people. The word for “people” is really plural so the meaning is that all the people that He has chosen as His children from every part of the world will be identified as belonging to Him. There will then be absolute safety for all of His people. Since John is told that every tear will be wiped away by God, we see that He will take care of each of His children on an individual basis. Death will no longer exist in this new order.  

1 Cor. 15:54 “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.”

There will also be no mourning, crying, or pain for the sources of any such discomforts will not be present. There will be no reason for any inhabitant to mourn, cry, or feel pain. The implications are huge!  The old order is totally gone and replaced with a new order completely under the sovereign hand of God in all of the details.  

Rev. 21:5-6 “And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." And He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.”

This is one of the very few times that John records God speaking. It almost seems like He is repeating Himself. He probably is emphasizing this to John so that he could better grasp the newness of heaven and earth. He also seemed to have to remind him that he was to write what was being revealed. Perhaps John had been so overwhelmed that he forgot to write!  God then declares to John the finality of events. The “it” would then refer to all the judgment of evil and the creation of the new order. He then fully characterizes Himself by stating that He is the first and the last and the beginning and the end. He has always been and always will be.  He is the creator and sustainer of all things. He then declares that He is the source of every need and will fulfill every need from the water of life. We could not buy our salvation and we cannot purchase our needs in the new earth.  God is the total provider!  

Rev. 21:7 “He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.”

The true children of God will persevere. They will overcome all odds because of His power in their lives. All His chosen children will then inherit all mentioned above. They will inherit the new heaven and the new earth and all of the blessings of God that will be available only to His children. 

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
Matt. 19:29 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, shall receive many times as much, and shall inherit eternal life.”

Heb. 6:12 “that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Rev. 21:8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

God has also provided for those who are not His children.

1 Cor. 6:9-10 “Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,” “nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

1 Cor. 15:50 “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”

John has already introduced this second death:

Rev. 2:11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.”

Rev. 20:14 “And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.”

The rest of this chapter is devoted to a description of the new city.

Rev. 21:9 “And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."”

John does not state which angel speaks to him. The wording is the same as previously seen: “And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters,” (Rev. 17:1)
Some interpreters have written that perhaps John is stating that this is the same angel as before and that all of God’s messengers do His bidding regardless of the task. In the first place the angel brought word of great judgment and now he is bringing wonderful news of this great new city.  The word “come” is a command and not an invitation. Of course the Lamb is Jesus. The wife of Jesus is the collection of all of His bondservants and is the church as seen earlier in the analogy of an earthly wedding: “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.”(Eph. 5:23)
Of course in this end time there is no distinction between Israel and the church and probably the previously stated 144,000 was all of the people of God. Even all of the Old Testament sacred writings speak of the one salvation available to all people: “and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”(2 Tim. 3:15)
Rev. 21:10 “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,”
John was not physically transported but he was given a vision that is somewhat of a repeat of what he saw and reported in verse one. Remember that the vision of “Babylon” was on a plain and the holy city is on a mountain. It seems that the symbolism is that the new city is overshadowing any man-made city. This city is sent by God from heaven as we discussed earlier.  

Rev. 21:11-12 “having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.”

This city appeared with the glory of God. A jasper stone is not clear so John is trying to describe the indescribable. The city that he saw was gleaming with light but was clearly seen through the brilliance. He describes the city as protected with a great, high wall and with twelve gates. Since all of the enemies of God and His children have been destroyed there is no need for a protective gate other than just as a symbol of the security of the city. The angels may have been placed there mainly to symbolize the majesty of the gates. They also could be the gatekeepers. Remember that God placed angels at the entrance to Eden to keep man away from the tree of life: “So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim, and the flaming sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life.”(Gen. 3:24)
God keeps His promises to His original chosen people as He places the names of the twelve tribes over the gates as similarly reported in Ezek. 48:30-35. The names of the twelve tribes are probably the same as quoted in chapter seven.  

Rev. 21:13-14 “There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”

John is then shown that the gates are symmetrically placed about the city in groups of three. John then saw that the wall had twelve foundation stones and the names on the stones were the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. [It seems the twelve includes Paul and not Matthias as the author discussed in his commentary on Acts 1.] God is being inclusive as He chose Israel to carry His message during the Old Testament era and the Apostles to do the same in the church age.  

Rev. 21:15-16 “And the one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. And the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.”

The size of the city is incredible! It is a perfect cube 1500 miles on each edge! Remember that space starts at 50 miles and that the distance from New York to Houston is about 1500 miles and one has an idea of the immense size of this city. There is room for all of God’s children! It is possible that the size is symbolic but Jesus promised that He was preparing a room for us and He indeed did! 
John 14:2-3 “In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

Rev. 21:17-18 “And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements. And the material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.”

He does not state whether the dimension is its thickness or its height but it probably is the height.  As stated previously, a wall is not needed for protection since all of the enemies of God and man have been destroyed. Seventy-two yards is high enough for the wall to be impressive and to signify that the inhabitants are under God’s protection. He does not state that the wall is clear jasper as previously but that it is made from jasper, a very precious stone. So the wall is impressive in its height and in its appearance. Of course gold is opaque and he does not say that the gold of the city was clear. He says that the appearance of the city was like clear glass and gold. Clear glass was extremely expensive in John’s time so he is saying that the wall and the city are made of the most precious commodities that are fit for a king’s palace. Certainly God is King of kings and Lord of lords so He deserves the best of all of His creation.  

Rev. 21:19-20 “The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.”

Remember that the foundation stones of the city represent the Apostles of Jesus Christ so certainly they would be represented by rare, precious stones. The stones also seem to be the same as on the breastplate of the high priest:

Exod 28:15-21 “And you shall make a breastpiece of judgment, the work of a skillful workman; like the work of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen you shall make it. "It shall be square and folded double, a span in length and a span in width. "And you shall mount on it four rows of stones; the first row shall be a row of ruby, topaz and emerald; and the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; and the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; and the fourth row a beryl and an onyx and a jasper; they shall be set in gold filigree "And the stones shall be according to the names of the sons of Israel: twelve, according to their names; they shall be like the engravings of a seal, each according to his name for the twelve tribes.”

The names of the stones are not exactly the same in the two texts but that is not unusual as names of some precious stones are not always the same. John would also have had to translate the Hebrew names into Greek if he was trying to say that they were the same. The analogy is acceptable in that God is saying He reveres His messengers of both dispensations the same and that they both took the same message to His chosen people of all time.  

Rev. 21:21 “And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.”
John now saw that each of the gates was a single pearl. Pearls were very expensive in his time period and such huge pearls would certainly have been impressive. Pearls are also made by a wound in the oyster by some material and could even represent the result of the wounds of Jesus Christ forming the material for the gates. Jesus did refer to Himself as the door, or entrance, to salvation so the pearls might symbolize the entrance through Jesus: “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”(John 10:9)
John saw that the street of the city was gold and appeared like transparent glass. Note the previous comments about gold. Also note that there is only one street. Could this one street emphasize that there is only one way to salvation? It is puzzling how there can be three gates at each compass heading but only one street but that could just be a topological problem that God solves! Each gate could have the one street going from gate to gate and meandering through the city.  

Rev. 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple.”
There is no need for a temple anymore. In verse three John has related that God dwells in the city with His people. There has not been a need for a temple since the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus was the final sacrifice so there is no need for any further sacrifices in the temple.

Heb. 9:26 “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”

Heb. 10:12 “but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,”

Since that time God lives in His people in the essence of the Holy Spirit and in the new city He will be with them everywhere with no need for a temple.

1 Cor. 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

1 Cor. 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”

Rev. 21:23 “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
There is no need for a temple and there is no need for any source of light other than God: “Your sun will set no more, Neither will your moon wane; For you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, And the days of your mourning will be finished.”(Isa. 60:20)
Note that he is not saying that there is no sun or moon. There is a new heaven with a new sun and moon. But the city has no need of the sun or moon for its illumination. Presumably there will still exist a dependence of life for the energy of the sun since originally all such was declared good by God. But now the city is totally illuminated by God’s presence so that there is also no darkness anywhere in the city. John is repeatedly told about the presence of the Lamb to emphasize the importance of Jesus as the Son of God. 
Rev. 21:24 “And the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it.”

Now this discussion goes beyond what is presented in other commentaries. John is seeing the new city of God on earth. Readers are told that the nations will walk by the light of the city and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. These words state that people are also living outside of the city. Even though the city is huge, there is still a lot of the earth remaining outside of the city and its wall. One knows that there will not be any person living on this earth who has not been chosen by God for all of His enemies are in hell. But this city could be the only governing city on earth and other people declared holy by the blood of Jesus could be living in other locales. John says that the nations walk by the light of the city, which means that their lives are governed by the rule of God. The rulers of other regions of the earth bring their reference of God as they also interact with Him in the city and so there is a need for gates in the wall. All the people on earth would be His children with the one major city as the gathering point. This vision might be the fulfillment of any promises to the nation Israel about their ruling. There might be too much elaboration here but how else can one interpret this verse? There seems nothing problematic about this explanation. The new time will be just as the original Eden in that God shares the work load with His children. 
Rev. 21:25-27 “And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed; and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

In John’s time, and earlier, the city gates were closed at night for the protection of the people living in the city. Night in a city now is also a time when crime rates increase and cities try to illuminate all its streets to minimize darkness sought by the criminals. But in this perfect city there is no night. All of the enemies of God and man have been eliminated so there is no need to ever close the gates. People walk into the city freely to bring the honor and glory of the nations into it as elaborated above. The only people living on the earth are those whose names are in the Lamb’s book of life so there is no need to police the gates. The angels there are then placed at the gates to glorify the entrances into the city and not as a means of protection. What a wonderful time this is as there is no sin anywhere on earth!  
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