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Philippi was founded by Philip II in 356 B.C. and located in Macedonia about 10 miles inland from the Aegean Sea.  There was a major highway running alongside the forum of the city and the river Angitis was near the city.  One purpose of establishing the city was to guard the nearby gold mines.  The city received major status in 27 B.C. when it was named a leading city in Macedonia.  This status gave the inhabitants advantages of an autonomous government and being declared citizens of Italy although located in Greece.  Paul founded the church in A.D. 50 during his second missionary journey (Acts 16).  Fellow missionaries with him at the time were Silas, Timothy, and Luke.  The city had no synagogue but there were some “God-fearers” there such as Lydia who became the first convert to Christianity.  The combination of “God-fearers” and Gentiles made for a strange group for the first church but God’s grace formed the glue for the church.  There is speculation that Luke was originally from Philippi and it seems that he was left there to guide the church when the others left.  Paul returned to the church on his third missionary journey in A.D. 55-56 (Acts 20:1-6).  

There are three possibilities considered for the place where Paul wrote this letter: Caesarea, Rome, or Ephesus.  Most scholars consider that he wrote the letter from prison in Rome during his first imprisonment during A.D. 59-61 (Acts 28:30).  It seems that his trial was being conducted during the writing.  This letter is a very personal letter and contains no harsh rebukes of the congregation that we see in the letters to the church at Corinth.  The letter has been accepted into the canon by many early Christian leaders such as Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Clement of Alexandria from the late second and early third centuries.  Mention of its content was given by Clement of Rome in the first century, Polycarp and Ignatius in the early second century.  The Moratorian fragment found in c. A.D. 170 includes it among the list of Paul’s Epistles.  Thus there is no controversy regarding its inclusion in the canon.  

The book gives us excellent insights into the mind of Christ and few portions of the Bible give us this marvelous insight.  The Gospels give us information about what Jesus said and did but seldom do they give us insights into His thoughts.  The mind of the believer and the mind of Christ should be the same and studying this book will help us to have His perspective of the world.  So prepare to be greatly blessed as we spend time studying this great book of the Bible.

Chapter 1

Phil 1:1-2 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The book begins appropriately with the names of the people writing to the church at Philippi.  The first sentence says that Paul and Timothy are bond-servants of Christ Jesus.  We know that a bond-servant is a person who was a servant to someone but has been released from that servitude and now willingly submits to being a servant to someone else.  Of course each of us was a servant of Satan:

Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Being a slave to Christ Jesus is very different than other servitudes except for the total allegiance we have to Him.  We have a bondage of love and gratitude that leaves us free to serve, give, and love Him totally.  This serving of Christ Jesus is the path of joy and peace and perfect spiritual satisfaction.  The book is not written to everyone in Philippi or even to every member of the church at Philippi but it is written to the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi.  These people are saints not based upon their external behavior but based upon the grace that they received from God to be born again and made spiritually holy before Him.  Before God we have no sins because they were put on Jesus for Him to receive the wrath of God on our sins.  Before God we have the righteousness of Jesus in our account so that spiritually we are sinless and totally righteous.  This is called double imputation as reported by Paul:

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Note that the book is written to all the saints there including the church officers who worked with all the other saints to edify and sanctify the congregation of believers.  The second sentence gives a common greeting in Paul’s time.  Grace and peace had a meaning to mankind that was different from their meaning to the Christian.  Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward His chosen people.  Here are a few verses concerning this wonderful grace:

John 1:16-17 For of His fulness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

Rom 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

Eph 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Peace is also a very different concept for Christians than for non-Christians.  The greeting among Jewish people was often “Shalom” and this means peace but not in some loose fashion as we might say “hey”.  This peace to a Christian is peace with God that comes about because of the grace of God.  Notice the difference Jesus stated about the word:

John 14:27 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

Notice also the first words Jesus spoke after His resurrection to the disciples in the upper room:

John 20:19 When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you."

This peace with God then leads us to have the peace of God in our life on earth.  As we learn more about the sovereignty of God we will experience more of this peace and realize that we never have any reason to be anxious about anything.  Our heart should never be troubled or fearful in any situation.  Also note that Paul uses excellent theology in placing grace before peace since we cannot have this peace without first receiving God’s grace.  Paul also states that this grace and peace have their origins in God the Father and God the Son.  The Father and the Son are in agreement about the offering of grace and peace to the chosen Family of God.  

Phil 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, 5in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.

Paul’s emphasis in prayer is always first for spiritual needs for others and for himself.  The spiritual needs always trump the physical needs.  Since spiritual aspects of Christians have their origins in God, we should always thank God for those.  Carol and I have been praying for the salvation of our grandsons for a long time and we always thank God for their salvation that can only come from His initiative.  Here Paul is thanking God for the salvation of these fellow Christians at Philippi.  He has great joy in his heart knowing that God has led them to their participation in the gospel and that He is continuing His work in their life.  An important Greek word for prayer is “eucharisteo” and it means to give thanks.  A Latin word for prayer is “gratia” and it originally had two meanings.  One of the meanings was grace, in the sense of God’s unmerited favor and the other meaning is thanksgiving.  We are using these meanings when we say that we will say grace before a meal in which we are giving thanks for God’s grace in giving us the food.  All of our prayers should then be filled with thanksgiving.  All of these people had one important thing in common and that was the gospel of Jesus Christ and it was for this that Paul is thanking God.  We Christians today share this same common element and we should always thank God for that element within each of us that causes us each to have great joy in being one in that fellowship.  

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

This is an often quoted verse and one that has been memorized by many Christians over the ages since it was written.  It is the great promise of perseverance.  I am reminded of:

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Jesus is the author of our faith and He is the one who will perfect it.  Since our faith is not generated by ourselves, it is not something that we can ever dismiss.  

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

God has allotted to each of His children an appropriate measure of faith that will be perfected by Jesus Christ.  There should never cross our minds that we might not persevere in that faith.  It is because of these facts regarding our faith that we can quote the verse:

Rom 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Our salvation is not of ourselves and our perseverance also does not depend upon our willpower.  Praise the Lord and give Him great thanks for this wonderful fact.  The good work that He began in us will be perfected until the last day at the second advent of Jesus Christ.  The good work is the making of us in the image of Jesus:

Rom 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Note in Rom 8:29 that we are predestined to become conformed to the image of Jesus.  It is that process that we call sanctification.  As we are being sanctified we will become more and more aware of our sinful nature and the sins that we have committed and the more we know how sinful we really are the more thankful we become for the grace of God.  Paul knows all of that and so he can ensure these people of their future also.  

Phil 1:7-8 For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 8For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Paul can have the aforementioned knowledge about them because they are in his heart.  Remember he is probably in prison in Rome awaiting his trial and so he is thinking about how he will defend the gospel message.  Since they are all partakers of God’s grace then they are all praying for him that he might give a defense that brings glory to God.  Any result of his trial will also affect them and so he is thinking of them also.  Verse 8 should be how we all feel about being apart from fellow Christians and especially with those with whom we have fellowshipped considerably.  Each of us longs to one day be with Jesus but in the meantime the best we can do is to be with fellow Christians for each of us are in Christ.  

Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Phil 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Here in these three verses is the path of sanctification.  The love of which Paul speaks is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) and is necessary for the performance of all other spiritual virtues (1 Cor 13:1-3).  This love also perfects the unity between Christians:

Col 3:14 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

This love is not just some emotion but it is an element of our being that must be nurtured by our obtaining real knowledge of Jesus and the gospel.  It also must be utilized in our discernment of all and of everyone we contact.  As we obtain more knowledge of the truth and as our discernment is further developed we will only approve the things that are excellent before God.  His plan is for us to be sincere in our love for Jesus and other Christians and that we will be blameless as we walk in the world.  The purpose of our salvation is not just to free us from the wrath of God and to gain admission into heaven with Him forever.  The plan is for us to learn more each day about how to walk righteously before Him in that plan:

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

We are preparing ourselves for that day when we will give an account before God:

2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

This thought should be a great encouragement for us as we walk in this world.  

1John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Verse 11 tells us how we will achieve these goals of the Father.  We are not depending upon ourselves to achieve the impossible.  God has already filled us with the fruit of righteousness through Jesus Christ.  This fruit is not the internal fruits but the fruit that is expressed externally through our works.  This fruit will be produced in the life of God’s children as long as we remain close to the vine.

John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

John 15:4-5 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

All of these works by God’s children in the world are not for the glory of any of us but for the glory of God. 

Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Eph 1:12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

Eph 1:14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Phil 1:12-14 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 13so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.

God is sovereign, even in the imprisonment of His most erstwhile messengers.  God causes all things to work out for the progress of His gospel.  There are no circumstances regarding the proclamation of His Word that are not without His guidance.  To some, it might appear a terrible event that Paul is in a Roman prison.  But Paul knows that God is working out a greater plan than any that might appear to us.  The Christian walk is one of attempting to attain the perspective of God on that walk.  That the Romans had imprisoned the famous Paul would have been great news to the entire world and especially to those guards who had been seeking him.  The praetorian guards were those who guarded the Emperor.  Paul had been chained to one of them since his imprisonment in Jerusalem except for the time on a ship.  Thus there had been guards hearing and watching Paul for some time and I can only imagine what a great impact he had upon them all both by his reaction to his sufferings and for his talking about the gospel.  Paul’s suffering was neither corrective nor instructive but for the spreading of the gospel message to others and for others to gain confidence in the reaction of Paul to that suffering.  Many people had experienced a rebirth because of his imprisonment and they have been encouraged to speak the word of God without fear.  They would have seen the experience by Paul in reacting to the command of Jesus:

Matt 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Phil 1:15-18 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; 16the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; 17the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 18What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice.

There were then and are today people preaching Christ from two different motives.  Some preach out of selfish ambition and some preach motivated by love for God and His people.  The early church was as imperfect as it is today.  We can learn how to recognize current problems in the church by studying the problems in the early church.  The true teachers were preaching Christ and praising Paul for his defense of the gospel.  The false teachers were preaching Christ hoping to cause Paul even more distress in his imprisonment.  The false teachers were probably saying some things like Job’s “friends” told him regarding his actions bringing on his sufferings.  In the case of these particular preachers, it is unlikely that they were preaching a false gospel and thus not Christians.  It is unlikely that Paul would have included his statement in verse 18 is these people were preaching a false gospel for Paul condemned such:

Gal 1:9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

In Galatians we also read what are often called the three sins of a Christian:

Gal 5:25-26 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

When Christians do not walk in the Spirit they can be led back into the life of yielding to the sins of the flesh and then become boastful, challenging and envying.  These are horrible sins but no Christian is immune from them.  If these people were true Christians caught up in these sins then God would have disciplined them and then they would have repented.  But at this point in time Paul is even rejoicing that these people are lifting up the name of Christ even if they are doing it with the wrong personal motives.  It does bother me that Paul says that they may be doing it in pretense for that implies to me that the preachers did not really believe the message.  But even if they were not true believers and were attacking Paul, the message of the truth of Christ must have been present for him to rejoice.  Could any of us rejoice when someone was being excessively critical of us in their preaching of Christ?  I am not sure that I could do that.  Paul had a tremendous trust in God that few have had since his time.  I long for more people with such true convictions to become more obvious to us in this world now.  As we progress in our study of this marvelous book we will see further how to deal with such situations.  

Phil 1:19-20 For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

Some have said that Paul thought that he was going to be released from prison and that is what he meant by his deliverance.  However considering the total context and especially the next few verses it is likely that he is talking about his continual deliverance from a life of sin.  Living in a prison and being chained to a Roman soldier was not a pleasant experience and he required the continual discernment he discussed earlier.  Thus he needed the provision of the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ and he probably viewed that help as being increased in the form of the answered prayers of the Philippians.  Verse 20 amplifies this interpretation as he told of what he needed to better glorify Christ.  Whether he were to remain in prison or if he were to be put to death his prayer was that Christ would be exalted in him.  We know that God lives in our body:

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Since our body is a temple for God we must make sure that He is exalted in our bodies.  That means that we must be careful what we do with our bodies.  Our eyes are a window to the world and much of the world is not fit for the eyes of God.  The advertising we see on TV and the printed media are appealing to the non-Christian elements of humans and we must be careful what we see.  America is preoccupied with sex and it can be argued that our media is promoting voyeurism so again we need to be careful at what we look.  Our tongue can be a terrible problem for us and James devotes an entire chapter to that possibility.  Our mind is the repository for concepts that shape our reactions in the world so we need to think about what is wholesome.  We must surrender our entire body and mind to the service of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and that requires the leading of the Holy Spirit as we will see later.   

Phil 1:21-26 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 24yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 25And convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again.

I have quoted these verses a lot over the years.  As I have said MANY times, Christianity is not a religion but it is a person: Jesus Christ.  Some people think that Christianity is the visible church or the ceremonies of the church or the creeds.  But Christianity cannot be learned.  It requires that the person is born again into the family of God and that all the person does is then about Christ.  The living that we do as Christians is reflected in another passage written by Paul:

Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

Phil 1:21 and Gal 2:20 make up the definition of Christianity for everyone who is really a Christian.  We must live daily to die to self and to live for Christ.  We still have the sin nature within that is at war with the Christ nature and we must recognize the war and actively participate in becoming victorious for Christ within ourselves.  Only through death to our sin nature will we find victory with Christ.  So as the second part of Phil 1:21 says, the death of our sin nature leads to the most important gain we can make in this world.  Of course our final physical death will lead to the ultimate gain for the Christian since we will then be with Him forever.  For the unbeliever physical death results in eternal suffering under the wrath of God.  The Christian then has no fear of physical death:

Heb 2:14-15 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

This is not to say that the Christian has a death wish for our goal is to live life here for glory for Christ.  It is important for us to meditate on all six of the above verses.  There are two great benefits in death for the Christian.  The first benefit is freedom from evil.  The second benefit is that we will be like Jesus in our righteousness, love and knowledge:

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

Contemplating the above it may be tempting to want to die and be with Jesus.  But to live here is to participate in fruitful labor for Him and, although we do not work for rewards, we will have more rewards in heaven and thus a more glorious experience there.  But working for Christ here brings glory to Christ in the people with whom we work here.  Therefore it is much more favorable to stay here for the benefit of the people with whom God has planned for us to disciple.  How can we carry out the great commission if we are dead?  

Matt 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

So, just as Paul concluded, we choose to stay here and continue staying with fellow Christians and those whom God will bring into His family.  There is much work to be done for Christ here and we praise the Lord that He has chosen us to stay here and work for the Kingdom of Heaven.  He was looking forward to his return to them to continue helping them in their sanctification.

Phil 1:27-28 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.

As Christians we then have obligations here.  The phrase “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy” is a translation of a single Greek word: “politeuo”.  This word is based on a noun, “polis” that means city and refers to the citizenship people had in a country.  The verb means “to conduct oneself worthily as a citizen of the city-state” in the Greek society.  To the Greek his “polis” was an integral part of his identity.  The laws and customs of the city-state were ingrained in his conscience and living according to its principles was his goal and the best way to live.  When Paul tells the people to live “polis” he was telling them to live as though the Kingdom of Heaven was here now in its total expression.  We are to live as members of the body of Christ and to love fellow Christians as we love Him.  We are citizens of heaven now and Paul is telling them to live accordingly.  

Paul did not know if he would get to see them again or not but he wanted to at least be able to hear about their behavior so that he would be proud of them.  We citizens of heaven should all stand firmly in one spirit and with one mind striving together for the advancement of the gospel.  He had a similar message to the Ephesians:

Eph 4:1-3 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, 3being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Of course the unity must be of the Spirit so that the purity of the Gospel is preserved in our unity and we do not compromise its truth to have unity.  We must also carry the purity of the Gospel in every area of life in the arena in which we have been placed.  The world needs the Christian message in all of the areas of the city-state.  

There has always been opposition to God’s Word and it began in the Garden of Eden and continues today.  If we do not face opposition in the world then we are probably not being true to the Word.  The opposition is not to be feared but rather it is to be faced with resolute determination to continue in living for Christ.  That the world is against us in our determination to remain true to Him is actually condemnation for them and such should bring fear into their hearts.  But their hearts are hard and they cannot even see that our perseverance in the faith given us is indeed condemnation for them.  Seeing this opposition should be encouraging to us that we are indeed freed from the wrath of God and secure in our salvation.  As Paul concludes these two verses, both their condemnation and our salvation are from Him.  

Phil 1:29-30 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

This chapter ends with our promise of suffering for the sake of Christ.  Suffering for Him is a way that God achieves His purposes in His son and in all believers.  We read here regarding His son:

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.

We read in the following regarding all believers:

James 1:3-4 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

1Peter 1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

The Christians at Philippi were experiencing the same sort of suffering that they had seen him suffer and they had also heard of his sufferings at the hands of the Romans.  The book of Acts records some of the suffering that the Christians at Philippi had seen:

Acts 16:19-24 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the authorities, 20and when they had brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, "These men are throwing our city into confusion, being Jews, 21and are proclaiming customs which it is not lawful for us to accept or to observe, being Romans." 22And the crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them, and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 23And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 24and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks.

We are all called to a life of suffering when we strive to conduct ourselves worthy of imitating the life of Christ as seen in the following:

2Tim 2:3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

1Peter 2:20-21 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. 21For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

1Peter 4:12-16 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.

Of course if we suffer because of the consequences of our sin then there is no blessing in that suffering.  In all of our suffering as Christians we should praise the Lord and even be joyful!

James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,

Philippians

CHAPTER 2

Phil 2:1-2 If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

Paul’s joy would be complete by seeing that the brethren were united in their love for each other in the Family of God.  The “if” is surely assuming each of the four driving forces for unity is true.  He lists these four causes for unity of love among God’s children.  The first is the encouragement in Christ as He prayed:

John 17:20-21 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

There is certainly the spiritual unity as all of His children are in Christ but there is more intended here as Jesus wanted this unity to be a witness to the world:

John 17:22-23 "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; 23I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.

Paul was emphasizing this importance so that no divisions would creep into the group of believers.  The second driving force is the consolation of love that will heal many differences between people and will show the world that we are disciples of Jesus Christ:

John 13:34-35 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

This love should draw us all together as we long for a closeness that will be complete in heaven.  The third driving force is the fellowship of the Spirit.  Our fellowship is not like a worldly friendship between friends attending a ball game or a gathering of friends at a home.  Our fellowship is with fellow temples of the Holy Spirit:

1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

If there is something separating us from having such fellowship with someone in our congregation then we should hasten to heal the relationship.  There is a song that I like very much that we used to sing in a church youth group: “Bless be the Tie that Binds”.  One of the verses is “the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above”.  Because our minds are focused on Jesus we long for the fellowship among fellow believers.  The fourth driving force for our fellowship is the affection and compassion that God has given us.  The Greek word translated “compassion” is always related to God and we see it in the following two verse where in this translation it is translated as “mercies”:

2Cor 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort;

The word is translated “compassion” in this text:

James 5:11 Behold, we count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

We see that Paul is equating compassion with mercy that God gives to all of His children.  We might have some disagreements with people over some method of Biblical translation of some doctrine that is not really divisive but such should not keep us from unity in love.  However we must always remember that unity is not to be achieved at the cost of compromising basic attributes of the Gospel.  Maintaining the truth must trump unity.  

Gal 1:9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

When we recognize the above we can see how Paul’s joy would be made complete as he saw and heard of them being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit and intent on one purpose.  Of course the purpose is obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Phil 2:3-4 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

These two verses are the opposite of the result of the working out of the four driving forces above.  When we concentrate on the previous two verses we will not be tempted to behave as noted in verses 3 and 4.  The world is centered upon the self but Christians are to be centered first on Jesus and then on other believers as Paul noted elsewhere also:

Gal 6:2 Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;

Jesus even set the example for us when He humbled himself as we will read in verses 7 and 8 below.  Developing a humble mind is not easy task!  Fortunately we have the Holy Spirit to aid in its progress.  The first step for us in working out this law of spirituality within believers is to truly admit who we are apart from Christ and to admit to problems that we can see in ourselves that prevent us from really treating others as more important than us.  We have to admit that we have a pride problem and that we really do want to let others know how important we are.  Humility cannot be achieved when we deceive ourselves about our character.  Part of our Adam nature is that desire to lift ourselves up above others.  We also have to admit jealousy.  We must fight against the three major sins of Christians against each other:

Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

Sanctification is the working out of the Christ nature in our conscience and character and putting down the Adam nature.  When we exhibit, even just mentally, any of the deeds of the flesh or the sins of Gal 5:26 we grieve the Holy Spirit and He lets us know.  So we have to develop our discernment, not only of evil, but also of the pain of the Holy Spirit within us.  One of the best ways to aid ourselves in overcoming our sin nature and our self interest is to take a sincere interest in other Christians as Paul stated in verse four.  

Phil 2:5-11 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

As mentioned earlier, here is the example set for us by Jesus in being humble.  What a comparison exists between Jesus as God and us as thinking we are some form of supreme human!  Although Paul puts theses verses here as an example of humbleness, they are a supreme statement of the Christology of Jesus.  The Greek word, huparko, is translated “existed” and does not mean just in appearance but as an outward manifestation of an internal quality.  Some translations take the phrase to be “being in the form”.  He then was totally God and not a created being.  What an opposite event in the life of Satan and the life of Jesus.  Satan said that he would go up and be like God but God said that he would be cast into hell.  Jesus said that He would go down to earth and be the sacrifice for man’s sins and God gave Him the name above every name!

Isa 14:13-15 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 15"Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.

These statements about Jesus were written about 30 years after His death and resurrection yet they are made in a manner consistent with the statement of any known fact, without any restriction or hesitation.  These seven verses are the cornerstone of the Christian faith.  Paul knew them to be true because he met Jesus and was taught by Him.  Paul here teaches the divinity of Christ, his preexistence, His equality with God the Father, His incarnation and true humanity, His voluntary death on the cross, the certainty of His ultimate triumph over evil, and the eternity of His reign.  Some people try to teach that the church evolved these doctrines but they were all stated clearly here at the very beginning of the church era.  John also taught some of these facts:

John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Jesus also stated His previous glory:

John 17:5 "And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.

Verse seven says that He emptied himself of something and we see in John 17:5 that it was the glory of God (the insignia of majesty) that was emptied at His incarnation.  The word “taking” does not imply an exchange but an addition.  He added to His being the state of a bond servant since God cannot cease to be God but He can add an aspect to Himself as Jesus did.  He did sometimes display His glory, such as in miracles and the Transformation, but they were always done under the direction of the Father and the Spirit:

Luke 4:14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit; and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.

John 5:19 Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.

John 8:28 Jesus therefore said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.

John 14:10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.

The Greek word translated “form” is morphee that means the outward appearance that corresponds to the essence of one’s being.  This form He took was as a lowly bond-servant just as Paul described himself:

Rom 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,

When he goes on to say that Jesus was made in the likeness of men, the Greek word for “likeness” is “homoiomati” and it does not mean exactness as does “eikon” but it leaves room for differences and not exactness.  Thus Jesus became fully human as well as remaining fully God but there were certain aspects in which He was not like other men.  Paul may have had in mind the unique combination of fully human and fully God.  

Verse eight rather concludes the previous verse to generalize that people saw Him as a man so as far as outward appearances are concerned He appeared to be a man.  Then Paul says that this unique God-man humbled Himself to the utmost as He allowed Himself to be crucified on a cross, the cruelest form of execution.  Crucifixion had been practiced by the Phoenicians and the Persians and then taken over by the Romans.  

The “therefore” of verse nine is not what we would expect from what preceded unless we had at least a fundamental understanding of the Gospel.  God “highly exalted” Him and this could be translated “super exalted”.  The reference is to the resurrection, ascension, and glorification of Jesus after His humiliating death.  At this point His glory was restored and He was given the name that is above every name.  Since this verse chronologically is after the death, the name is not “Jesus” but is likely “Lord” that is the equivalent of the OT “Jehovah”.  Certainly there is no name above that of Jehovah.  Jesus had been given the name “Jesus” before He was even born so the name is certainly not Jesus.

Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."

Verse ten may complicate this explanation of the name unless we know that the Greek word used for Jesus is “Iesou” that can be either genitive or dative.  The translation preferable is then “at the name of Jesus” and we understand that name to be “Lord”.  This must be the correct interpretation of the phrase since it occurs after the giving of the name and it is the interpretation used by the NAS Bible.  There will be a time when every created being either still living on earth, having already died and in hell, or those who died and are in heaven will bow before Jesus as Lord.  

Verse eleven concluded this magnificent section by saying that not only will every being bow before Him but they will declare Him to be the Lord Jesus Christ and such will bring great glory to the Father.  Paul is not teaching universal salvation but that everyone will recognize Him as the Lord Jesus Christ.  The name “Jesus” means “savior” and certainly not all people will have Him as their savior.  The demons even believe that Jesus is Lord but that does not grant them salvation:

James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

Paul ends with the statement about the glory going to the Father because this end is the result of the grand scheme of salvation for God’s children that brings the glory to the Father.  This result is the fulfillment of the first covenant made before the creation of the world by the Trinity.  

Phil 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Because of the previous verses, the Christians at Philippi should be anxious to work out their salvation and, because of the above-stated nature of Jesus Christ, they should do so in fear and trembling since they knew that one day they would be bowing before Him and declaring Him Lord.  When they make such a declaration they knew that God would see their heart and they knew that they had better really mean what they were saying.  There has been considerable misunderstanding about what Paul meant by “work out your salvation”.  He is not saying that salvation is achieved by our works but rather that our salvation is made operational.  Salvation has three tenses.  First is justification and that is a monotheistic work, meaning that such is caused solely by God.  The second step is sanctification and that is the aspect of salvation to which Paul is referring since we are to participate in that step.  The final step is glorification and that is also a monotheistic work by God.  

Of course we are not working out our sanctification alone.  He says in verse 13 that God is working in us to enable us to will and work for His good pleasure.  Often we may have the will to do something but not the initiative to do that work.  God’s work within us makes us to both have the will to do His commands but also the initiative to carry out that will.  This aspect of our sanctification is enabled by the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence in the life of every child of God:

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Phil 2:14-16 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

These three verses contain excellent advice for us to follow in walking the Christian life here and now.  Some translations use the words “complaining or arguing” rather than “grumbling or disputing”.  A Christian should never grumble or complain about anything!  When we understand that God is sovereign and we have Rom 8:28 chiseled into our brain then there is no reason to grumble or complain about any situation.  The purpose of our attitude that is seen by the world is so that we prove to the world that we are children of God.  Being blameless and innocent before God is a gift from God through double imputation regarding the work of Jesus Christ.  As we work out that justification in our living in the world we become proof to the world of the work of God in our individual lives.  We must make the distinction that we are “in the world” but we are not “of the world”:

John 17:11 "And I am no more in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy name, the name which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We are.

John 17:16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

We appear to the world as lights or stars in the black night sky.  Humans are blessed by the stars in the sky for if there were nothing but the blackness of space, as perceived by our senses, the outlook would look hopeless.  The light of Christians is certainly an irritant to the world but it does still offer hope to many.  Daniel is a great example of a child of God living in a Godless environment.  He was not hidden but employed in full light in the king’s service.  He did not violate his dedication to God even in the possibility of being devoured by lions because of not stopping his worship of God.  

The word “disputing” or “arguing” refers to people disagreeing with some commands or suggestions, in this context the disputing would be about Christian matters.  When we are told to love our enemies, people might argue that we should be more like Peter and cut off their ear!  They might even lift up some OT narratives about Israel being told to destroy their enemies and then they would say that the NT must mean that we are to love them if possible.  War with enemies is still an allowed option for a government but not for an individual.  

Rom 13:3-4 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; 4for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.
Paul then gives us advice for dealing individually with enemies:

Rom 12:17-21 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20"But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The word of life is the gospel and we are to hold it up for the world to see as well as holding it fast to ourselves as it is our confirmation of our eternal state before God.  The “day of Christ” is His second advent and Paul wants them to focus on that event as he tells them that when they work out their salvation as mentioned in these verses he will glory in their accomplishments as he will then know by their evidence that he did not toil in vain.  

Phil 2:17-18 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all. 18And you too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.

As Paul reflected upon the day of Christ he was reminded that his death and thus his immediate presence with Jesus could be soon since he was in prison awaiting a trial and possible execution.  If an execution was what was coming, Paul was satisfied that such would be a fitting climax to his ministry and so a reason for joy as God had accomplished His tasks for Paul.  The Christian sacrifice and service of these people that was worked out because of the faith given them by God would be evidence of God working through him to them.  Since the service of the Philippians and Paul were linked, they could share the joy of Paul.  He and they were priests offering the sacrifices of their bodies for service to God and so they should all share in the joy of the successful work of God and not be bitter about any sufferings or even martyring.  

Phil 2:19-22 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition. 20For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus. 22But you know of his proven worth that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.

We had already learned that this letter was from Paul and Timothy and now Paul says that he intends to send Timothy to visit them and to return to give him feedback concerning the state of the Philippians.  Paul thinks very highly of Timothy and knows his heart for these other brothers in Christ.  In verse 20 he is not saying that there are no other people dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ anywhere but at his location (in prison in Rome) there are no others there who love the Christians at Philippi as much as Paul does.  It is likely that Luke and Aristarchus were away other missions and so unavailable for this trip to Philippi.  In verse 21 we are not certain to whom he is referring.  The comment at first blush seems to be rather caustic but he may just be meaning that anyone else that he would ask already had other assignments that were of their own ministry.  Since he says that their interests are not those of Jesus, he may be referring to those whom he previously mentioned in 1:14-17.  Timothy was the perfect person to send because of his true love for the other Christians and because his worth had already been proven to the church at Philippi.  Paul and Timothy had been serving together for the cause of Christ since the beginning of Paul’s second missionary journey about 10 years prior to this time.  They had a father son relationship as Paul described earlier:

1Cor 4:17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.
Phil 2:23-27 Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; 24and I trust in the Lord that I myself also shall be coming shortly. 25But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 26because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.

Paul is not going to send Timothy until he finds out what the legal verdict will probably be for he did expect to be released.  There is no record in Acts about his release from prison but there is sufficient evidence to state that he was released from this first imprisonment and had some travels to Crete, Asia Minor, Macedonia, and Achaia.  It seems that he was then later imprisoned in Rome and was then beheaded.  Thus it seems that his hope for a release from this prison was realized.  But before hearing about his verdict he did want to go ahead and send someone to them.  He thus chose the layman Epaphroditus to come to them now and Timothy would come later when there was solid news about his impending release.  Epaphroditus had been ministering to Paul and now he was to be a messenger to the Christians at Philippi.  Paul gives this man high praise so the church can expect a man very capable of also ministering to them.  Epaphroditus is mentioned only in this verse and in 4:18 but these accolades are sufficient for us to know that he was a faithful servant of Jesus Christ.  He was Paul’s brother in Christ, his fellow worker in the mission field, and soldier for the cause of Jesus Christ.  Saying that he was a soldier means that he had endured similar hardships as those suffered by Paul, and that he was faithful in his service. 

We also see that he had a heart for the Christians at Philippi as he was longing to visit with them.  He was also distressed because he knew that they had heard that he had been very ill and they were concerned for his life.  His distress was because he knew that they were so concerned and he was anxious to show them that he was now well.  We do not know the illness of Epaphroditus but Paul said that he would have died had not God intervened.  Philippi was about 800 miles from Rome and it would have taken about six weeks to make the one-way trip.  He had been sick long enough for news of his illness to travel to Philippi and then the concern of the people to be reported back to Rome.  Thus he was sick for at least three months.  

Christians do not have the gift of a totally healthy life and sickness is not a curse from God.  His children face the same illness and unfortunate events in life as anyone else.  The difference between Christians and non-Christians is that we can have joy in our illness or heartbreaks.  Just because we are God’s children working in a ministry does not mean that God will heal us of illnesses.  God works miracles to verify His works and not for our personal benefit.  It seems that God healed him both for the work that he still had to perform and also for the sake of Paul who was spared additional sadness at the death of Epaphroditus.  It is apparent that God did not work through Paul in the healing but directly intervened.  

Phil 2:28-30 Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly in order that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you. 29Therefore receive him in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; 30because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Paul’s concern was not for his health or even for his release from prison.  He was ready to die for Christ or live for Christ.  His concern was for the wellbeing of the Christians at other churches such as at Philippi.  Paul could have asked Epaphroditus to stay with him and comfort him but he was more concerned about the other Christians.  Thus he eagerly sent him so that they could see him again and so that Epaphroditus would be pleased at being with them.  Paul wanted the people to rejoice at the return of Epaphroditus and then Paul could also be less concerned about them.  He asked them to receive Epaphroditus with all joy and that they should have men like him as their role model and do whatever they can to help them in their mission for Christ.  Oh that we in America could have such men as our role model instead of the professional athletes and other entertainers.  Men such as Epaphroditus put their life and happiness behind their desire to serve Jesus Christ and to further the kingdom of heaven.  We should all make a point of becoming familiar with the needs of missionaries at home and abroad who are suffering much more than we can imagine for the Kingdom.  The second reason they should receive him with such joy is that he had been making up for the Philippians absence from Paul and taking care of him in ways that they could not because of the distance between them.  We will see in chapter four that the church at Philippi had done a lot for Paul so it seems that the only reason for any deficiency of service to Paul was due to the distance separating them.  Epaphroditus had provided Paul with his personal care that the Christians at Philippi could not provide at that time.  

Philippians

CHAPTER 3

Phil 3:1-3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; 3for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,

Paul starts this section with the word “finally” but at least 40 percent of the letter yet remains to be read. The use of this word is often used to begin the middle portion of a letter after finishing with one important section and this is no doubt why he began this section with that word.  Paul does not mind repeating himself with instruction for repetition is the best teacher.  He loves them very much and wants to be clear in what he says to them about rejoicing in the Lord.  He had previously (Phil 1:28) warned of those who oppose them and so when he says that he will write the same things again he is probably referring to that warning.  

We see from these three verses that properly rejoicing in the Lord requires sound doctrine.  We are to always rejoice in the Lord regardless of our circumstances.  If we find ourselves in a situation that many would find problematic we should praise the Lord even more than normal.  Praising the Lord is a form of rejoicing in the Lord and we need to always remember that He is sovereign so that our circumstances do not surprise Him.  Being ill in the hospital may be an opportunity for us to witness to others why we have the joy of the Lord even when ill.  Paul was able to witness to his guards when he was in prison and he viewed that circumstance as an opportunity given him by the Lord so that the guards would see what it means to really rejoice in the Lord.  The word “happiness” is closely related to chance in its etiology but our peace is not related to chance for there are happenstances in the live of the child of God.  Joy is an inner quality that is not dependent upon circumstances and when we rejoice in the Lord we have His joy.  Of course joy is one facet of the fruit of the Spirit that is only available to people who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Only God’s children can rejoice in the Lord and know His joy.

To have this joy and to thus rejoice in the Lord requires that we practice discernment as Paul mentions in the second verse.  There will be many people who will try to take away our joy by trying to get us to follow false doctrines.  The early churches had many such false teachers and so do many churches today.  He is probably warning them of the Judaizers who followed the apostles and tried to turn the disciples away from the true gospel by teaching circumcision and other Jewish practices.  The use of the word “dogs” is an extreme reproach and was used also by Jesus:

Matt 7:6 Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

Jews also frequently used the word in reference to Gentiles so Paul is probably throwing the word back into their face so that they would be doubly insulted.  Referring to them as “evil workers” says that they are evil in the sight of God even though they are very fervent in their work.  Similarly today we see Mormon missionaries in our subdivisions who are teaching a false, evil doctrine but they are sincerely working very hard and with much devotion and sacrifice for their beliefs.  These false teachers also fervently believed their false doctrines but sincerity is no substitute for truth.  They were teaching a false circumcision for they were teaching a physical process that they thought would mark the people as true chosen people of God but they were wrong.  Today many people are also teaching false doctrines and they are very sincere, but we must always practice discernment so that we can compare their teachings with the Word of God.

Paul also wrote of the false and true circumcision in his letter to the Romans and the Colossians:

Rom 2:25-29 For indeed circumcision is of value, if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26If therefore the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

Col 2:11-12 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Christians have been circumcised by God internally as our entire sin nature has been removed from His presence and is slowly being removed in our walk in the world.  We are then the real circumcised people rather than those who have only received a physical cutting.  Just as he described the Judaizers by three characteristics, he now describes true Christians by three characteristics.  We

· Worship by the Spirit of God and not by human traditions or external rites established by man.

· We glory alone in Christ Jesus as He is our redeemer and Lord.  We do not glorify ourselves in any manner.

· We put no confidence in the flesh.  We know that we cannot redeem ourselves by any meticulous obedience to the Law for the Law only shows us how unworthy we are.  We have full confidence in salvation only by the faith given us by God and the work of Jesus Christ.

Phil 3:4-8 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,

Some Christian denominations still teach a salvation by “balance sheet” meaning that if you have enough entries in the asset column to outweigh the deficiencies in the liability column you will achieve eternal life with God.  Paul here says that if such were true then he would certainly be worthy of salvation on his own merit much more so than any of the Judaizers.  However he goes on to say that he counts all of those many assets as loss.  Paul gives seven characteristics that many would count as assets toward salvation.  He gives the inherited reasons as being born into a Jewish family (circumcised on the eighth day after birth) rather than as a proselyte circumcised later in life.  He also states that he is an Israelite, the name of God’s covenant people.  He then says that he is of the tribe of Benjamin.  After the death of Solomon there was a civil war in which the entire nation split into two nations.  The tribe of Benjamin was the only tribe to join with Judah in the southern nation as they vowed to remain true to the proper sacrificial system whereas the northern nation set up false altars in direct violation of Leviticus 17.  He then says that he is a Hebrew as he is stating his birthright down from Abraham.  

Paul then states his earned assets.  He says that he is a Pharisee who were the most faithful of all the Jewish sects in their obedience to the law.  He then states that he was a zealous Pharisee to the point that he persecuted the church, the members of such he viewed as blaspheming God so that he even had such people killed and put in prison.  These birth rights and earned marks are certainly tremendous in the eyes of humanity but he counted them all as loss in comparison to what Jesus Christ did.  Paul thought that he was righteous until he met the only really righteous person, Jesus, on the road to Damascus.  He then knew that the entire total of his righteousness was as filthy rags before the holy God.  It is important to note that he used the Greek word “panta” (all things) rather then the Greek word “tauta” (these things) to say that all of his birth rights and accomplishments were included in his conclusion and not just the things he mentioned.  He is then saying that there is nothing that he could have done that would have earned him the right to be in the presence of the Lord.  

The value of having been born again so that he could know Christ Jesus as his Lord vastly surpassed the total value of anything that anyone could do regarding works of righteousness.  He then counted all of that as rubbish.  

All of us came to the same conclusion as Paul when we had our eyes opened to the truth.  I had been brought up in the “balance method” and realized that I could never attain any significant total of assets when compared to the holiness of God.  God then opened my eyes and I then came to know Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I then tossed aside all of my earthly assets and God took away my sins and replaced them with the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

Phil 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,

This one verse is a comprehensive summary of the book of Romans as the truth of salvation is rendered in this one verse.  He knew that when Jesus comes again he would be found to be only in Him and not standing on any of his personal assets.  Paul knows that his righteousness is worthless in comparison to the righteousness of God.  Thinking that we can take our righteousness to heaven as an entry requirement is rather like taking Monopoly money to the store and thinking that the clerk will accept such for payment of what you wanted to buy.  Many self-righteous people are going to be shocked after their death when they realize that their entire life as been a waste.  Because we are finite beings, we cannot fully understand the righteousness of God.  We have some sense of that righteousness in the Law and in the sinless life of Jesus Christ.  But we know that we have been infused with the righteousness of Jesus and we will be able to then gain access to God after our death.  In the following, Paul clearly stated the double imputation process:

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

It is only by the imparted faith (God’s enabling power) that any person can participate in this double imputation.  Rom 12:3 tells us that God allots to each a measure of faith and the other verses tell us more about that precious gift.  Most people think of faith as synonymous with belief and thus it is subjective and an existentialist concept.  But Biblical faith does not originate in the mind of man.  Rather it is a gift of God that results in our being able to believe and trust in God.  People confuse cause and effect.  The faith that God gives us at redemption is the cause of our being able to trust and believe.  

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Rom 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous man shall live by faith."

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Rom 9:31-32 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. 32Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,
What a wonderful gift!  We acquire the righteousness of God by the act of God and not on the basis of anything we do.  

Phil 3:10-11 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Paul now continues his thought in verse 8 of knowing Christ Jesus.  He is not talking about knowing the power that caused His resurrection but the power of that resurrection working itself out in his life.  When Paul was born again, he did not exchange one religion for another for Christianity is not a religion.  A Christian has had all of his sins put away on the cross of Jesus Christ and he has had the righteousness of Jesus put into his account so that he is now a child of God and thus a member of the family of God.  Members of a religion learn the teachings of the founder of that religion, memorize all of its creeds and doctrines, and follow certain rituals on some recurring basis.  Christians do not have to do any of those things.  We can be a sinner one moment, a Christian the next moment, and then immediately die and go into the presence of God forever like the thief on the cross next to Jesus:

Luke 23:43 And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."

However if we are blessed to live longer here to serve Him we will be conformed to the likeness of Christ as the Holy Spirit continues to work on our transformation.  

Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

When Paul talks about a fellowship of the sufferings of Jesus, he is not talking about the expiatory sufferings of Jesus but the sufferings that he received in a hostile world because of his being a servant of Jesus Christ:

Col 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions.

In the above verse, there is no lacking of expiatory sufferings of Jesus but every believer is to witness for Christ to people who were not directly reached by Him during His time here.  We all will suffer in a hostile world as we witness for Him:

Matt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

Our conformity to His death is a continual process of sanctification:

Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;

2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Phil 3:21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

The last sentence has been greatly misunderstood by many people.  Paul is not saying that he is afraid that he might lose his salvation as we can know from what he wrote in Rom 8:38-39 and in Phil 1:6.  What Paul is saying is that he wants to so exemplify the transformed nature of his being so that people might think of him now as a resurrected person.  He wants to attain to this state while he is still living here.  To the Greek mind, living people are standing and dead people are lying down.  Paul wants to be seen as a standing person in the midst of the reposing dead in a spiritual sense.  We should all have this same vision for ourselves.  Spiritually the world is composed of dead and living people.  Only God can bring forth life so our walk in the world as a standing person will not even be seen by the dead.  It is rather like a two-dimensional being not seeing a three-dimensional being since they are in a realm that they cannot see.  So why are we called to witness to the world?  God raises those from the dead when He chooses and then they can see us so that our witness will then give the newly born people of God a beginning of the fellowship that they need to spiritually mature.  Our call is to disciple and teach those whom God has raised from the dead:

Matt 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

Those who remain spiritually dead will not receive our witness but we do not know whom God will give life so we are to witness to everyone.  Of course we know when we witness to those whom God has given life and it is a wonderful occasion to be at the beginning of a new life even as it is wonderful to be in the presence of a physical birth.  Praise the Lord for allowing us the opportunity to be so involved in His process.  

Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

None of us will ever achieve a state of perfect righteousness while we are living in this physical body.  Paul is stating his ideal goal and not one that he has or will attain.  Athletes should set goals of achievement beyond what they reasonably expect to achieve for then they should at least achieve goals in excess of what they would achieve by setting lower goals.  As Christians we should set our goal as achieving perfect righteousness in all that we do and say but we have to also know that such is impossible this side of our glorification.  We all began as spiritually dead people:

Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

God then worked a miracle to make us spiritually alive:

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

As we then walk in the world the Holy Spirit will be working in our life to remove our Adam nature and increase our new Christ nature as depicted in the following diagram.  
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To “lay hold of something” means to possess it.  Paul says that just as he was possessed by Jesus Christ he must now possess the spiritual nature in all of its ramifications.  To “press on” means to persevere in our actions and Paul is an example for us as we walk in a sinful world.  We need to press on to possess the characteristics of Jesus Christ in every aspect of our being.  Fortunately we are not left alone in this process as the Holy Spirit is working in our life to effect the process of the above diagram.  

Phil 3:13-14 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

He wants to make it clear to the people that he does not think that he has achieved the perfect state of Jesus Christ in his life now.  Some people may have thought of him as a perfect Christian but he knows better.  As we grow closer to Christ in our walk in the world we actually become more aware of how far away from that perfection we are.  As God fixes some of our imperfection we become more aware of how imperfect we are.  The job of the above diagram can become depressing until we realize that God is sovereign in all things.  Paul says that he simultaneously forgets what is past and reaches forward to the sanctification in front of him.  He certainly does not forget about his past for he just reiterated some of it.  The forgetting is not letting memories of the past totally fade away but we do not let them entangle us.  The guilt of our past has been removed by God so we certainly cannot let such keep us from running the race.  Satan will try to entangle us with guilt over our past or to keep up from thinking more highly of ourselves than we should as he did with Paul in the thorn in the flesh:

2Cor 12:7 And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from exalting myself!

As I have previously explained, this thorn was a demon from Satan who kept reminding Paul of all that he had done in persecution of the church so that he would not think so highly of himself as he received the great revelations from God.  Except for the grace of God this guilt would have been paralyzing.  We have to be kept on an even keel and not condemn ourselves for our past sins or think too highly of ourselves as we grow in spiritual maturity.  

We must also “reach forward” to the work ahead of us.  God has specific tasks for us:

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

We then need to not let any failures or successes hold our attention but we should be focused on the next works prepared for us by God.  The upward call in verse 14 refers to the call for salvation through Jesus Christ so Paul is setting his mind on going forward in his missionary duties as God is using him in the salvation and disciple processes he is assigned.  

Phil 3:15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you;

Paul is not referring to those who have reached spiritual perfection but to those who are mature Christians for such have been through life acquiring baggage that could cause them guilt or to think too highly of themselves.  He is saying that all of these people need to have the same attitude he just mentioned – they are to press on in the work assigned them by God.  He then reminds them that God is not through with them and if they need to have an attitude adjustment God will administer such to them.   

Phil 3:16-19 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained. 17Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. 18For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

Each Christian we meet is at a different point in their spiritual walk than others.  We should all walk according to that level of spiritual maturity as we are faithful to what God has taught us.  God is sovereign in all things including our spiritual development so we trust Him to guide us but we need to always keep in line with our level of understanding:

Eph 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

 Paul uses the tender word “brothers” as he enjoins them to imitate his walk with the Lord as he also urged in:

1Cor 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

He is actually pointing to Christ as the model since he is imitating Him.  This is not an egotistical statement but he is lifting up examples for them to use as they walk in a difficult world.  He no doubt is also including Timothy as an example as he urges them to also watch the walk of others that he, Timothy, and perhaps Epaphroditus have taught others.  Mature Christians like Paul have left us a model for humans as we ultimately are attempting to walk as Christ.  Paul is also telling other Christians to walk in formation with other believers so that we complement each other in our work.  The various spiritual gifts of the believers must be used in concert so that the body of Christ is edified.  We must not commit the sins that can be destructive in the body of Christ:

Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

In verses 18 and 19 Paul describes the walks of the enemies of Christ.  These people are most likely not the atheists of the world but the people who profess to be Christians but who really are not God’s children.  Paul had often told Christians about such people:

Rom 16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

2Peter 2:15 forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,

Paul is very upset that such people are in all churches but Satan has not stopped his war against God and surely continues this type of assault today.  To people who only pretend to be Christians the lure of the world wins over their desire to conform to the actions of the true Christians.  Paul told of one person who formally worked with him but departed to the call of the world:

2Tim 4:10a for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; 

1John 2:15-16 Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

As he says in verse 19, their end is destruction for themselves but they can do a lot of damage in the church while they are there.  It is good for the body of Christ when such pretenders leave:

1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.

We all must be discerning of such pretenders and follow our Lord’s method of dealing with them (Matt 18:15-18).

Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Paul uses the word “our” emphatically to contrast the true believers from the pretenders.  Since our citizenship is in heaven, we are primarily bound by the laws of that realm.  Just as when an American visits Sweden he is to obey their laws, he is primarily bound by the laws of the U.S.A.  There is a spiritual sense in which we are already in heaven:

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

And so, the translation above of Phil 3:20 is correct in that, from heaven, we eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I think Paul is stating his longing for the return of Jesus and he is teaching us to have God’s perspective on earthly events.  The more we mold our conscious by the Word of God, the more real our heavenly perspective will become.  

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

The transformation of our mind is related to the diagram showing our loss of the Adam nature and the gaining of our Jesus nature.  The return of Jesus Christ is mentioned in all of the New Testament books except Galatians, 2 John, 3 John, and Philemon.  Therefore the expectation of His return is a very important component of the Christian walk.  Knowing that Jesus could return at any moment should be a deterrent in resisting evil temptations and it should be a motivation for becoming more like Him in all that we think and do.  However we should not spend any time trying to determine when He will return for our goal here is sanctification and doing God’s work as Paul clearly stated in verses 16 and 17.  

Phil 3:21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

The Greek word translated as “transform” means to “change the outward form of”.  Saying that we are in a humble state now draws attention to the weakness and susceptibility of our body to persecution, disease, sinful appetites, and death.  We all look forward to that day when we will be glorified:

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

This thought should mandate us to participate excitedly in our sanctification:

1John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

In every New Testament usage of the Greek word translated “power” always means exertion from a supernatural source.  This is a great promise -- not just for us-- for all of the heavens.  

Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

This verse tells us that Jesus is in His glorified body and that we will have a similar body.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a critical aspect of the Christian belief as Paul stated:

1Cor 15:12-19 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

Since the resurrection of Jesus is a fact, Paul went on to tell its ramifications:

1Cor 15:20-24 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

My glorification may come at my rapture or it may come later.  However, the fact that one day I will have a glorified body and that all of heaven will be in perfect conformity to the perfection of God gives me a goal that makes all the pain and persecutions of this world pale.  

Rom 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Praise the Lord!

Philippians

CHAPTER 4

Phil 4:1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

It is important to note that Paul does not tell them to march forward into battle, but to stand firm.  Note that he gives the same order when he talks of the armor of God:

Eph 6:11-14 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

The use of the word “therefore” means that what follows is based upon what preceded this section.  He uses the familiar term “beloved brethren” to indicate his great love for them as fellow children of God.  He longs to see them and he calls them his joy and crown.  The word for crown is “stephanos”, which is the wreath given to those winning a race.  His order for them to stand firm is not an offensive order but a defensive order.  An offense attempts to gain ground and a defense defends ground already taken.  Jesus came on the offensive but He has won the battle.  All we are doing is maintaining what He has already won.  Paul used the same Greek word that is translated “stand firm” in Phil 1:27 where he exhorted them to stand firm in unity for the gospel.  We are all to stand firm in the victory already won by the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Phil 4:2-3 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3Indeed, true comrade, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

It seems that Paul had been leading up to this point in his letter because of what he said in the following:

Phil 1:9-10 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;

Phil 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Phil 2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

Phil 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

Admittedly there is some conjecture to think that he was alluding to the problem between these two women in the previous verses but, with the similar encouragement from Dr. Boice, I think at least there is a good possibility that such is true.  But even when he comes out and gives their names he is careful to not elaborate on the problem or to reprove them or give them some specific commands other than to live in harmony with the Lord.  The problem is not one of false teachers but of disharmony among two children of God.  It seems that there is no doctrinal issue but some sort of personality clash that can be healed when each person is in harmony with the Lord.  

There has been a lot of controversy over the person to whom Paul is referring in verse three as he true comrade.  The Greek word here translated as “comrade” is “syzygus” and literally means “yokefellow”.  Some think that he is using a play on words to mean that any other Christian could help the women but most agree that the person is Epaphroditus who would be taking the letter.  Paul is writing to the church that he has made Epaphroditus the person to help in the peace making between the women.  Paul complements the women considerably as he refers to them as fellow workers in the cause of the gospel.  We have no further evidence as to the identity of Clement and the other workers but that their names are written in the book of life.  The book of life is the register in heaven of those people who are God’s children and thus people who have been given the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Rev 3:5; 17:8; 20:12; 21:27).

Phil 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

These are wonderful four verses that should be used for a recipe for the joy and peace of the Christian life.  Rejoice has the meaning of applying joy to your life and, of course, joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  Paul repeats his exhortation to rejoice, perhaps because the church had a hard time rejoicing because of their circumstances.  All of us need this repetition!  It is so easy to become depressed about our situations and forget that God is sovereign.  With Rom 8:28 firmly implanted in our minds we should never have any problem rejoicing in the Lord.  Surely we all have sorrowful situations in our lives but God has given us joy to counteract those worldly circumstances and we need to keep our focus on Jesus:

Heb 12:1-2 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The word translated forbearing in the NAS version is better than “gentleness” as some translators use.  We are to yield our rights to others and offer real consideration to others.  Of course we do not compromise the truth but such a forbearing spirit will be a witness to what Jesus has done within us.  When we have as our main concern the witnessing to others of the truth of Jesus it makes having a forbearing spirit much easier to attain.  Paul then gives a reason for such a spirit and that is the coming Parousia.  We are about 2000 years past the time of Paul and we are still waiting for that blessed time when true judgment will come, but the recognition of that coming event should still give us motivation to be more like Him in our walk.

Verses 6 and 7 are two more verses from this book that many Christians have memorized but failed to always apply.  Jesus always warned us to never be anxious:

Matt 6:25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing?

Matt 6:27 "And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span?

Matt 6:28 "And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,

Matt 6:31 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?'

Matt 6:34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Matt 10:19 "But when they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak.

As I wrote in my paper on anxiety, http://livingtheology.com/Anxiety.htm, anxiety comes into the heart of every Christian.  But when we sense that anxiety it should warn us that we are not dependent enough upon God and His promises.  Paul tells us the antidote to anxiety is prayer in a worshipful manner.  Supplication could be translated petition but it denotes more the frame of mine in making the petitions.  We need to have an attitude of kneeling in all of our prayers and especially when we are feeling anxious about anything.  We should also make thanksgiving always a prominent portion of our prayer time as we thank God for everything in our life, even what is causing our anxious moments.  Making our requests known to God just means that we state them properly for God knows everything.  Sometimes just the process of verbalizing our requests can put them into a proper context that removes some of the anxiety, especially when we place those requests in the context of thankfulness to God for His blessings on us.  

Verse seven gives us the remarkable promise that God will give us following such proper prayers.  Only those who already have the peace with God can have the peace of God:

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

2Cor 13:11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

This peace from God surpasses all worldly understanding for only God’s children can have such peace in any situation.  To the world, peace is dependent upon circumstances but to the Christian this peace of God is present in all circumstances.  Biblically the heart is a symbol for the aspect of humans in which emotions, trusts, and other such attitudes reside so the heart is the place where anxiety has its emphasis but the mind is where our thoughts reside that can activate the heart to be anxious.  Thus the peace of God will quiet our minds and our hearts since we have the peace with God from Jesus Christ initially.  

Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.
Paul now gives us another key for maintaining the peace of God.  I remember being told that I am what I think about.  If we keep our minds on the things told us by Paul in this verse there will be a mind readily acceptable of the peace of God.  Truth only comes from Reality and not from the world:

Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Rom 3:4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, "That Thou mightest be justified in Thy words, And mightest prevail when Thou art judged."

The word translated in the NAS version as “honorable” is sometimes translated “noble” and although there are worldly things that are honorable, the primary emphasis is what comes from God:

1Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Things that are “right” refer to whatever is approved by God, conforms to His standards, and is then approved by Him.

The word “pure” emphasizes ethical purity according to God’s standards and in some contexts can mean chaste.  The Greek word translated here as “lovely” appears only in this passage in the NT although another similar word is translated as such in:

Acts 7:20 "And it was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God; and he was nurtured three months in his father's home.

The word can mean pleasing or amiable and again the meaning is emphasized when the object is viewed from the eyes of God.  

The Greek word here translated as “good repute” is also translated admirable in some other translations and the Greek word only appears here in the NT.  The word refers to those things that are true in the highest standards available.  Paul then focuses on our discernment as we are to chose only those things of excellence and worthy of praise.  For both of these words the reference for their consideration is the perspective of God.  Excellent is the highest of a grading standard and the base of grading is that of God.  Praise is the reward given to those who are included in that state of excellence that is based upon the One to whom all praise is due: God.  

Note that all of these words: true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, of good repute, due excellence and praise can be used in a worldly context in great literature and philosophy.  But as stated above in Col 2:8, we are not to use these words in such a worldly context.  When a child of God lets his mind dwell on all of these concepts he can then begin to really live life here as a Christian.  The word “dwell” means to remain constant on whatever is the intended object.  Another way of stating this result is that we must attain to the perspective of God in all that we think and then our actions will be those intended by our Father.  

Phil 4:9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.

Now comes the really important point.  We must apply what we have learned, received, heard, and seen in the ministry of Paul and the other apostles.  We have to walk the talk or else we are hypocritical.  The early church did not have all of the composites of the canon that we enjoy today and so had to rely on direct and indirect teachings from the apostles.  We are blessed by having the entire canon for our study and application.  We are without excuse for a bad walk.  We have at our hands all the knowledge we need to walk in the peace of God and so only have ourselves to blame for any lack of peace.  Many verses of scripture have been misused because they are taken out of context but here is a promise that we can rely upon and not worry about being misused.  If we practice verses 6-9 then we will not have anxiety but only the peace of God.  

Phil 4:10-13 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Paul’s rejoicing was for the gift from the church at Philippi that had been sent via Epaphroditus earlier.  His use of “at last” is not a rebuke but just a statement that they had finally had the opportunity to send him a gift.  Paul had been shipwreck and in prison so the opportunities for the church to help him had been severely limited.  Undoubtedly they also rejoiced at being able at last to help him and demonstrate their earnest concern for him.  In verse 11 he quickly lets them know that he had not been primarily concerned because of his needs for surely he did not have any anxiety over those needs!  Paul did indeed walk his talk!  He was truly content in every circumstance in which the sovereign God had placed him.  In Stoic philosophy the word “content” describes a mental attitude of impassively accepting whatever circumstances came to a person.  Fretting was deemed useless and the aim was for the person to have an attitude of self-sufficiency.  Paul had the good attitude of such a philosophy with the great difference that his sufficiency was from God and not from himself.  

Paul then described the worldly circumstances in which many people exist.  He had times when he had prosperity and times when he had humble means.  He had times when he had plenty to eat and times when he did not have enough food.  He had times of abundance and times of great need that caused physical suffering.  Probably context determines that all of these times where after his conversion and not to the affluent times he had before his conversion.  Paul told the church at Corinth of some of his hardships with which he was content:

2Cor 6:4-5 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,

We read in these verses that Paul is indeed walking his talk about not being anxious in anything by giving them some specific examples of times when he practiced contentment and not anxiety.

Verse 13 has been misapplied many times by well-meaning people but it does not mean that the Christian can do anything he wishes to do.  He has finished in the preceding verses telling how he has managed as a child of God over the years.  He knows how to live in contentment regardless of his circumstances.  He has learned how to live with and without worldly goods.  And in all of his life circumstances his management has been through God who strengthens him regardless of his having abundance or suffering without sufficient food or comforts.  I cannot take this verse and use it to make me a better football player or golfer.  I can apply this verse to my life of service to my Lord in whatever circumstance He leads me.  

Phil 4:14 Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction.

He now says that even though he was content even when in great need the church at Philippi has done well to share with him in his affliction.  The early church knew well what sharing meant within the family of God as demonstrated in the following account:

Acts 2:44-47 And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common; 45and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Some well-meaning people have taken this account of the early church as a basis for forming a commune.  Others have said that the Acts verses are for another time and place and have no applicability to us now.  I would say that, in analogy to bowling, that one response is a gutter ball right and the other is a gutter ball left.  We are indeed in a different culture but we are still to take care of other Christians first and others as God directs.  Jesus gave the proper response to our stewardship when he was addressing the question of who goes to heaven and who goes to hell:

Matt 25:34-40 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 37"Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? 38'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39'And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40"And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'

I have put into bold type the ones who are the recipients of the stewardship.  They are fellow Christians.  We should be always alert to ways that we can assist our brothers and sisters in Christ whether they are in our church, out on the mission field, in prison, or wherever.  For the Christian the issue is not whether or not to tithe for such was for the Jews.  For the Christian the giving level in not 10% but 100% and we are to respond with a glad heart whenever God tells us to help someone.  The stewardship may not be in money but it may be in time or in our teaching or in any way that we can assist other Christians.  We are commanded to disciple and teach Christians so certainly fulfilling that giving is in proper response to the needs of others:

Matt 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

Phil 4:15-18 And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone;16for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 17Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 18But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.

Paul then proceeds to praise them for their unselfish giving to him over time.  He seems to be initially referring to a time about 10 years previously (Acts 16 and 2 Cor 11:9) when he first began to preach the Gospel to them.  At this early time they were the only church supporting him in their giving and in their receiving of his teaching.  Our receiving of the gift of teaching by a disciple of Jesus is a great reward to the teacher!  He is not saying that they are the only church to assist him but the only church to do so at this early time.  Thus they early recognized the gift he was giving them of his time and efforts to disciple and teach them.  He then goes on to remember another time when he was in Thessalonica that they assisted him more than once (Acts 17:1).  Paul’s primary concern is always for the spiritual development of those to whom he is sent.  When people show their generosity to help those who have helped them grow spiritually such is an indication of their greater spiritual development and that is Paul’s primary goal for them.  He appreciates the gift but his primary thankfulness if for their spiritual growth.  

In verse 18 he then says that the gift sent via Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25-30) was sufficient for his present needs.  The fragrant offering is also used by Paul in reference to the sacrifices of Jesus:

Eph 5:2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

A fragrant offering also is used in reference to the Levitical offering (Lev 1:9, 13, 17: 2:12) and means that such offerings from an obedient heart are very pleasing to God.  Paul is then telling them that God is well-pleased with their sacrificial giving from their obedient hearts.  

Phil 4:19 And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Some people have misapplied this verse by saying that “we cannot out-give God”, meaning that the more we give the more God will give us in a material sense.  This is an awful, self-serving statement that is not based on sound understandings of the relationship between God and His people.  The inference in verse 19 is that the sacrifices of this church to meet the needs of Paul have left them in a state of need also.  Paul is then promising them that God will meet their needs by the same means that He used to motivate them to give to Paul.  In Acts we are told of collections to be sent to the church at Jerusalem and in chapter 2 we read of the church members meeting the needs of other Christians.  When we suffer need as a result of our dedication to the kingdom of God, God will indeed see to it that those needs are met:

Matt 6:32-33 "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.

God may not meet our expectations or our wishes but He will meet our real needs as long as the state of our neediness is a result of our work in the Kingdom.  

Phil 4:20-23 Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 21Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. 23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Paul now closes this wonderful letter with a doxology.  Even with all eternity to praise Him there will not be enough time to give him the praise and glory due Him.  He asks them to greet every saint in the name of Jesus Christ.  He also sends his greetings from the other Christians who are with him at his prison home in Rome (Timothy, Epaphroditus, and others).  The greeting from all the saints refers to those at the church at Rome.  Those of Caesar’s household would include some of the Roman guards and even Nero’s immediate family.  Since he includes them as saints, it seems that some of the guards and some of Nero’s family had been converted by God using Paul’s presence in prison.  God had changed people who were initially damaging to Paul into saints and Paul remembers them in his greetings.  We need to remember all of God’s children in our prayers and concerns regardless of their degree of sanctification or how they treat us while they, like us, are imperfect children of God.  

He ends this letter with a statement for the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to be with their spirit.  It is our new spirit life given us by God that allows us to be in fellowship with Him and with other saints.  He ends this letter with a similar way that he began it:

Phil 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This final statement is for that grace to be with our spirit, which will cause all those who read this to be more filled with the Spirit of God as we focus on the grace of God that He has given to us while we were yet His enemies.  Two thousand years later our hearts should also be warmed by this great benediction.  We are seldom grateful enough for what God has given us and we still become anxious when our circumstances seem less than what we expected.  We should all be on our knees with grateful hearts as we thank Him for the gift of the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen!
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