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Nothing is known about the author of this book except that the name means “servant of Yahweh”. The dating of the book is also still debated although scholars think it is sometime after the 586 BC invasion of Zion by Nebuchadnezzar. This dating is primarily due to most scholars thinking that Jeremiah borrowed from Obadiah in his writing about the sin of Edom (Jer 49:7-22). It is the shortest of the Minor Prophets and the shortest book in the entire OT. The book refers to the sin of Edom but the message is suitable for every age and area. Edom was a small kingdom well known as far back as patriarchal times (Gen 36). It was located in the region around Mount Seir: Edom was known as the land of Seir and the name is related to the adjective “red” as the color of the pottage for which Esau sold his birthright (Gen 25:30). The major towns were Teman in the south and Bozrah in the north with its capital Sela hidden in the most inaccessible part of the sandstone highlands. Sela later became known as Petra. 
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Obadiah1:1-4 
The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom-- We have heard a report from the LORD, And an envoy has been sent among the nations saying, "Arise and let us go against her for battle"-- (2) "Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You are greatly despised. (3) "The arrogance of your heart has deceived you, You who live in the clefts of the rock, In the loftiness of your dwelling place, Who say in your heart, 'Who will bring me down to earth?' (4) "Though you build high like the eagle, Though you set your nest among the stars, From there I will bring you down," declares the LORD. 

The use of the plural “we” could indicate a vision given to a prophetic group. An envoy is usually a human ambassador sent under the authority of those he served. This envoy has been sent by God against Edom for God uses even rogue nations to serve His sovereign purposes. Those entities serving God are deaf to His realm as they serve Him unconsciously. On the other hand, Israel is responsible for serving God consciously. The smallest of Edom is because of its despicable character. Their arrogance is rooted in their pride of thinking that they are self-sufficient and siting in an impenetrable location. Their location was in a narrow ridge of mountainous land which exceeded a height of 4000 feet in its northern portion and to 5700 feet in the south. From the picture below on the left it is easy to see the problem of an army trying to get to the city through the narrow ridges. The temple of Al-Khazneh is the first building one engages before coming to the city of Petra itself with portions shown on the right. 
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Their location in the clefts of the rock makes it is easy to understand how their pride in their seemingly impenetrable location would lead to arrogance and a feeling of self-sufficiency. In their heart they think nobody can take them down but nobody anywhere is able to withstand God’s judgment. In verse four God says that He will bring them down even if they were able to establish their city in the stars. 

Obadiah1:5-7
"If thieves came to you, If robbers by night-- O how you will be ruined!-- Would they not steal only until they had enough? If grape gatherers came to you, Would they not leave some gleanings? (6) "O how Esau will be ransacked, And his hidden treasures searched out! (7) "All the men allied with you Will send you forth to the border, And the men at peace with you Will deceive you and overpower you. They who eat your bread Will set an ambush for you. (There is no understanding in him.) 

God’s judgment will be more severe than any other attacker would be. Thieves would only take what they wanted and still leave some items. The pickers of grapes would leave some in the fields. But the judgment coming upon them by the Lord will leave nothing as even the hidden treasures will be found. Esau was the forerunner of this area so his name is used here as the origin of the places. The Lord had promised to leave a remnant in for Jacob but no such promise is made to Edom. Edom was also very proud of their allies and they are told that even such allies will turn against them. The allies traded with Edom for various items and feasted with them. But they will even set an ambush for them to be attacked. We can see a lot of parallels between the United States and Edom. This has been declared the age of diplomacy as the logic states it is better to make friends than to attack with weapons. Of course diplomacy can be very good but we must be careful whom we trust for other nations may deceive us. The only dependable trust anyone can have is to be in a humble and obedient trust in the Lord. We should be working to establish righteousness and justice from God’s perspective in our land or we can fall as did Edom. 

Obadiah1:8-9
"Will I not on that day," declares the LORD, "Destroy wise men from Edom And understanding from the mountain of Esau? (9) "Then your mighty men will be dismayed, O Teman, So that everyone may be cut off from the mountain of Esau by slaughter. 

This declaration is made clear that it is from the LORD and the “on that day” is a common expression for a time of judgment from God. Their pride was rooted in their thinking that they had exceptional wisdom and understanding but God will destroy them as He clarifies again that the location is related to the mountain of the area established by Esau. Some really wise people, from the human perspective, were from Edom. One of Job’s friends, Eliphaz, was from Edom as was another one who is described as being a Shuhite, a mountain in Edom. Teman is usually taken to describe a region in Edom near Petra and is mentioned by Jeremiah: Concerning Edom. Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Is there no longer any wisdom in Teman? Has good counsel been lost to the prudent? Has their wisdom decayed? (Jer 49:7) They and others thought they were wise but God will take it away. Today our country thinks it is wise and can handle any situation but we are not able to do so and we need to pray individually and collectively: 
2Chron 7:13-15 "If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, (14) and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (15) "Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place
According to this scripture, there are four things involved. One is for us to be humble, which is the opposite of pride. Pride is usually understood to be the original sin since it was the sin of Satan: 
Isa 14:13-14 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. (14) 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'
We must then recognize our prideful attitudes, repent from them, and ascertain that our heart is humble. Two, we are told to pray even though we should be praying continuously (1Thes 5:17). Praying means spending time with God and asking Him to search our hearts. The third command is for us to seek God’s face, which means that we are to understand the direction toward which He is looking. In other words we are to seek to understand His perspective in everything. Once we have that perspective we can then find ways that we can work toward His goals. The fourth command is to turn from our wicked ways and it is important that this comes last for after doing the previous three, we can then more clearly see our wicked ways from which we must turn. So how many Christians need to follow these commands before God will hear, forgive our sins, and heal our land? We don’t know the answer to that question but certainly this should begin with the churches throughout our country. Otherwise, our country seems doomed to suffer the same type of judgment as God brought upon Edom. 
Obadiah1:10-11
"Because of violence to your brother Jacob, You will be covered with shame, And you will be cut off forever. (11) "On the day that you stood aloof, On the day that strangers carried off his wealth, And foreigners entered his gate And cast lots for Jerusalem-- You too were as one of them. 

Verses 10-14 describe a specific sin of Edom that was a severe lack of brotherhood that grew out of their pride. Pride leads to a sense of personal superiority and that often leads people to look down on others. The word violence specifies both moral and physical harm. The OT tells us the origin of this disturbance between the two nations with the hatred of Esau for his brother Jacob:
Gen 27:40-41 "By your sword you shall live, And your brother you shall serve; But it shall come about when you become restless, That you will break his yoke from your neck." (41) So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him; and Esau said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob."
There were many instances of violence between the nations that led to Edom’s exultation over the destruction of Jerusalem: Remember, O LORD, against the sons of Edom The day of Jerusalem, Who said, "Raze it, raze it To its very foundation." (Psa 137:7) Jerusalem was overrun by enemies and the Edomites should have mourned at this but they actually did the opposite. Edom was descended from Esau, the twin brother of Jacob so they were brother nations. The mistreatment of one relative for the other was especially heinous: "You shall not detest an Edomite, for he is your brother; you shall not detest an Egyptian, because you were an alien in his land. (Deut 23:7) We also have a NT verse relating to how we are to treat family: But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Tim 5:8) The bad blood between Esau and Jacob was difficult to erase and, like most sins, the more often it is done the easier it is to repeat. 

Although Edom is said to be exempt from being one of the ones devastating Jerusalem, they are just as guilty because their actions of gloating over their misfortune made them just as guilty. Beginning in verse 11, we see seven ways in which Edom’s sin of unbrotherness grows. The first is their standing aloof as their brother nation suffers. Obadiah states that they were “as one of them”, which expresses their guilt by association with those causing their brother nation to suffer. The first instance of unbrotherness took place between Cain and Abel as God accepted Abel’s offering and Cain became so angry that he killed Abel. We then were given the interaction between God and Cain: “Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?" (Gen 4:9) The people of Edom were essentially stating the same attitude as Cain. But we do have a special relationship especially with other children of God. God holds people guilty for permitting an evil to be done as those who actually do the sin (Matt 5:21-32). Because of this sin, Edom would be cut off forever.

Obadiah1:12-14
"Do not gloat over your brother's day, The day of his misfortune. And do not rejoice over the sons of Judah In the day of their destruction; Yes, do not boast In the day of their distress. (13) "Do not enter the gate of My people In the day of their disaster. Yes, you, do not gloat over their calamity In the day of their disaster. And do not loot their wealth In the day of their disaster. (14) "Do not stand at the fork of the road To cut down their fugitives; And do not imprison their survivors In the day of their distress. 

Now Obadiah elaborates on this sin of unbrotherness committed by Edom and we see the other six attitudes of unbrotherness. The second one (v. 12, 13) is that they gloated over their brother’s day of destruction. Some translations say “do not look down on” rather than “gloated over”. They thought of themselves as better than the people of Jerusalem and they think that their brother nation deserved such treatment more than they deserve such treatments. Similarly we need to be cautious to not think of ourselves as better than other Christians who are suffering. The third one (v. 12) is that they even rejoiced over their day of destruction. Certainly we should never rejoice because someone else suffered rather than us. The fourth one (v. 12) is that they boasted over the other nation’s misfortune. We should mourn with them and thank God that we have been spared even though our sins are many and deserving of punishment. The fifth one is that they came into their place of business (gate, v.13) in a mocking manner. Such an attitude shows a haughty attitude and extreme pride. The sixth one is that they looted the wealth of their brother nation in this time of disaster. The seventh one is that they took captive some of the Israelites fleeing the attack. Verse 14 implies that there is a fork in the road with one leading to captivity and the other taken by people fleeing the area’s captives. Rather than helping those people fleeing, the implication is that some of them were actually taking prisoners those leaving the attack. The main emphasis is on Edom’s antagonistic attitudes instead of any physical violations of Jerusalem although the last three acts are certainly direct interventions. It seems that covenant loyalty meant nothing to this country. Our duty toward fellow believers is to build them up and restore them if they have sinned:
Gal 6:1-2 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. (2) Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
We need to examine our attitudes toward those people who suffer from circumstances of life.

Obadiah1:15-16
"For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations. As you have done, it will be done to you. Your dealings will return on your own head. (16) "Because just as you drank on My holy mountain, All the nations will drink continually. They will drink and swallow And become as if they had never existed. 

In case we might become complacent and even proud ourselves, we need to be reminded that the Day of the Lord will come upon everyone. We need to remember the following: 
· Phil 2:4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
· Luke 6:31 "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.
· Matt 7:12 "In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
The drinking is commonly used of the application of judgment:
Hab 2:15-16 "Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk So as to look on their nakedness! (16) "You will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. The cup in the LORD'S right hand will come around to you, And utter disgrace will come upon your glory.
Those who will drink over their victory on God’s “holy hill” will then later “drink” a different cup of judgment. This is the day that the Edomites entered Jerusalem when it was destroyed by other nations in the future of Obadiah. This was probably in the year 587 B.C. by the Babylonians. This “drinking” of judgment will then come upon all the nations. To drink and swallow means to let the drink invade all of the body and so they will be destroyed with the result that it will seem that they never existed. This would be a complete annihilation. 

Note he says that the Day of the Lord draws near for all nations. Thus this Day of Judgment is not only for Edom but for all nations. This day did come for Edom probably not long after the destruction of Jerusalem. We have been waiting between two and three thousand years after this writing for this Day. So what does he mean by it is near? The Bible’s use of this term means that it could come at any time and when it does come it will come without warning and then quickly. We all must then be ready at all times: "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. (Matt 24:42)

Obadiah1:17-18
"But on Mount Zion there will be those who escape, And it will be holy. And the house of Jacob will possess their possessions. (18) "Then the house of Jacob will be a fire And the house of Joseph a flame; But the house of Esau will be as stubble. And they will set them on fire and consume them, So that there will be no survivor of the house of Esau," For the LORD has spoken. 

Mount Zion designates the place of God’s rule in Jerusalem and this first sentence offers hope of a remnant after the Day of Judgment. The Mount offers a source of judgment and a source of salvation:
· Isa 31:9 "His rock will pass away because of panic, And his princes will be terrified at the standard," Declares the LORD, whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.
· Joel 3:16 The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel.
· Psa 20:2 May He send you help from the sanctuary And support you from Zion!
· Psa 53:6 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When God restores His captive people, Let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

We see three main emphases in verse 17. The first is the Day of the Lord will bring deliverance for God’s people. We still wait for this to occur as stated by Paul: And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. (Rom 8:23) The second is that Obadiah writes of a day when Mount Zion will be holy and since there is nothing that we can do to be holy this must bring to mind a day in the future. No peace conference can bring this peace so this future time will be when Jesus Christ rules forever. The third prophecy is that the house of Jacob will possess their possessions. Of course the inheritance of Israel is land so this promise is that Israel will possess the land promised to Abraham. This has a spiritual application to all of God’s people including those saved through the work of Jesus Christ. 

Although Edom will be destroyed, the house of Jacob will possess their possessions. This destruction occurred as other nations and Judah were involved in this leaving of the house of Esau as stubble. The inhabitants of Edom (sometimes called Idumaeans) were defeated in 166 B.C. by Judas Maccabaeus and completely destroyed in 125 B.C. However they continued individually to bother the Jews since the family of Herod the Great was of Idumaean descent. 
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Obadiah1:19-21
Then those of the Negev will possess the mountain of Esau, And those of the Shephelah the Philistine plain; Also, possess the territory of Ephraim and the territory of Samaria, And Benjamin will possess Gilead. (20) And the exiles of this host of the sons of Israel, Who are among the Canaanites as far as Zarephath, And the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad Will possess the cities of the Negev. (21) The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion To judge the mountain of Esau, And the kingdom will be the LORD'S.

The word Shephelah means the lowlands and included the territory originally given to the tribe of Dan, and also a considerable part of Western and Southwestern Judea:
[image: ]

He then continues to state how other divisions of Israel will possess land. We do not know the exact origin of Sepharad but it may refer to Sardis near modern Izmir, Turkey. So all of God’s people will have a land but the kingdom will be the LORD’s forever:
· 1Cor 15:24-28 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. (25) For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. (26) The last enemy that will be abolished is death. (27) For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. (28) When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.
· Rev 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."
· Rev 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.

The good win and the bad lose! This conclusion would have been extremely uplifting to those reading it as it is to us today. 

Revelation 20-21
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