Minor Prophets

Nahum

Homework for October 5, 2015

Although it won't be much consolation to Jonah, his wish will come true.  Almost 100 years after Jonah delivered God's message to Nineveh (the capital of Assyria) resulting in their repentance. In Nahum's prophecy, God will judge Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria, and bring destruction.

DAY ONE  

Today let's review for a moment Jonah's encounter with Nineveh.  

How is Nineveh characterized in Jonah 1:2? ________________________________________________
What was God's  specific message to Nineveh in Jonah 3:4? 
_____________________________________________________________________________

According to Jonah 3:5, why was God's judgment against Nineveh delayed? ____________________

How did Jonah feel about what God did?  Jonah 4:1 _________________________________________

However, what does Jonah recognize about God's character?  Jonah 4:2  Name five things.

1. _____________________ 2. _______________________ 3. __________________________


4. _______________________________ 5. __________________________________________

How deep was Jonah's resentment about God's mercy for Nineveh?  4:3 __________________________
As we studied Jonah, we learned that Nineveh's repentance and God's mercy on them would last about one generation.  In 722 BC, Assyria invaded and conquered the northern kingdom of Israel and took the people captive from their land. But God would judge Assyria, raising up Babylon to conquer them in 612 BC.  The prophet Nahum would warn them.
DAY TWO

God has a new message to Nineveh through the prophet Nahum.  To get some perspective on Nahum's message, we need to know when it was written.  Scholars believe that this book was written sometime between 663 and 612 BC.  According to history, Assyria fell in 612 BC.

This message would not benefit the northern kingdom of Israel, but it would benefit ________________

After the fall of Israel in 722 BC, Assyria did not just stop at the border and not inflict terror on Judah.

Conflict between Assyria and Judah are recorded beginning in 2 Kings 18:7.  

What king of Judah rebelled and refused to serve the Assyria? ________________________________

How is he described in 2 Kings 18:3,5-6? ___________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Israel's defeat, however, is described in 2 Kings 18:11-12. What brought about their defeat?

_____________________________________________________________________________
Beginning in 2 Kings 18:13 Assyria's invasion of Judah is recorded.

What happened in v. 13-16? ____________________________________________________________

Summarize Assyria's next move?  v. 17-37 ________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

The King of Israel was in a very dangerous position.  

From 2 Kings 19:1-7, whom did Hezekiah consult?  _________________________________________

What was God's message to Hezekiah? ___________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

What was Sennacherib's reply to Hezekiah? _______________________________________________
Summarize Hezekiah's prayer in 2 Kings 19:14-19 _________________________________________


On what basis did Hezekiah expect God to act? _______________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

2 Kings 19:20-37 is fairly long, but is the prophecy of Isaiah concerning Assyria.  Let's look at the main points:  
v. 20  What initiated God's action? ___________________________________________
v. 22-28       What is God's indictment against Sennacherib? ___________________________________

v. 32-34  What will God cause to happen? _________________________________________________

v. 35       How were the Assyrian's defeated? _______________________________________________

v. 36-37  What happened to the king of Assyria? ____________________________________________
Isaiah records all this in Isa. 36-37.  Read through these two chapters to get a clearer understanding of the threat that Assyria had posed to Judah and how God's hand is so evident.
DAY THREE

Reviewing the threat that Assyria posed to Judah during the time of Nahum, will help us to understanding the importance of Nahum's prophecy.

On Day One we looked at Jonah's description of the character of God.       From Nahum 1:1-3a, 
what is revealed about God concerning His enemies and adversaries?  Name 5 qualities.

1. _______________________ 2. _____________________ 3. __________________________


4. _________________________________ 5. _______________________________________

It is important for us to have some understanding of God's wrath.  

A good definition is:    Wrath   is anger plus judgment.          What do we know from the following?

Rom. 1:18
_______________________________________________________________________
Rom. 9:22--23 _______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 12:19 
_______________________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:5-6
_______________________________________________________________________
John 3:36
_______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 5:9
_______________________________________________________________________

1 Thes. 1:9-10 _______________________________________________________________________

1 Thes. 5:9
_______________________________________________________________________

Col. 3:5-6
_______________________________________________________________________

Isaiah wrote describing God's wrath.  Read Isaiah 13:6-9.  Thank God for Romans 5:9!!

DAY FOUR

Back to Nahum . . .
let's identify the following:

God's purposes:

Summarize one purpose found in 1:1-2, 7, 13, 15 ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What specifically were Assyria's offenses?


1:9-12 ______________________________   1:14 ____________________________________


2:12 and 3:1 ________________________________3:4-10 _____________________________

How is God's power to avenge described in


1:3-5 
_______________________________________________________________________


1:6
_______________________________________________________________________

Nahum described Nineveh's fall.
How will this happen?  1:8 _____________________________________________________________




  2:3-4 ___________________________________________________________
How severe will it be?  


2:6-11 _______________________________________________________________________

2:13 _________________________________________________________________________


3:2-3 ________________________________________________________________________


3:11-19 _______________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE
Many qualities of God are revealed in Scripture.  We like to focus on God's love, grace and mercy--yet depend on God's holiness and justice.  In this world we often don't see justice--wicked people are not brought before courts, and even when put on trial they may slip away from conviction.  Also, how can man bring perfect justice against the offender which would equate to the damage done to the innocent.  One of the great comforts of Christians is knowing that God is truly just, that all sin is punished righteously by God.  
What do we learn about God's just punishment from

Isa. 59:18 
_______________________________________________________________________
Matt. 16:27
_______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 2:5-8
_______________________________________________________________________

2 Cor. 11:13-15_______________________________________________________________________

2 Tim. 4:14
_______________________________________________________________________

Rev. 20:11-15
_______________________________________________________________________
Something to think about . . .

God is 

always just 

to punish sin and reward righteousness,



never non-just 

that He would fail to punish sin or fail to reward righteousness



never unjust 

that He would punish sin or reward righteousness inappropriately

Abiding in Christ defines a Christian's life.  The Apostle John had a lot to say about the benefits of abiding . . . What do we know from
1 John 2:6
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 2:10
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 2:14 
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:9
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:15
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:24
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 4:12
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 4:13
______________________________________________________________________

1 John 4:15
______________________________________________________________________

2 John 1:2
______________________________________________________________________

2 John 1:9
______________________________________________________________________
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