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Teaching

Chapter 5
Perfecting Righteousness

Sermon on the Mount

Chapters 6-7
Practicing Righteousness




Giving, Praying, Fasting




Our treasures, trusting God, 




Setting priorities:  Seek first the kingdom of God




Judging with righteousness judgment





Being merciful with others





Being harsh with ourselves




Holy things are not for unbelievers




God’s gracious supply:  Ask, seek, knock




The golden rule




Choosing a road in life:  narrow or wide




False teachers are known by their fruit




The tragedy of self-deception




Building on the Rock
Jesus’ Authority
7:29
Jesus was teaching them as one having authority.


Authority  
#1849  exousia
force, mastery, control, power




Having the liberty to do as one pleases,





 the ability or strength to do so, and





 the right to exercise power

Chapter 8
Jesus’ authority over . . . . 

v. 1-4

The leper—sick, isolated, without hope
Mark 1:40-45; 



causes tissue necrosis




no medical treatment, thought to be contagious 




they had to shout “Unclean, unclean” when anyone approached




considered virtually dead—unclean, cursed by God   




Miriam:  Num. 12:9-15; Uzziah:  2 Chr. 26:20-21




illegal in Israel to even greet a leper




they could not worship at the Temple

Num. 5:1-3



barred from all walled towns




if healed, had to be reinstated by priest
Lev. 13


Spiritual insight:
Jesus touched him.  Jesus does become sinful by contact




with us, but His touch takes away our sin.
v. 5-13

The centurion’s servant

Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-44



a Gentile, like the Magi




healing channeled through the Centurion’s faith




his faith was demonstrated in his understanding of authority



Spiritual insight:  Jesus came for all nations, not only the Jews.




Jesus taught about the heavenly banquet at the end of the age. v. 11-13

v. 14-15
Peter’s mother-in-law



Spiritual insight:
healed to serve!

v. 16-17
Many demon possessed, diseased
Isa. 53:4-6



Spiritual insight:
Savior will “heal” our sins  1 Pet. 2:24-25
v. 18-22
Two who would be disciples

Luke 14:25-33



Scribe

too quick to promise; did not consider the cost






Another
too slow to perform, wanted to wait for convenience







Jews buried on the day someone died







“dead burying dead”:  a spiritual reference



Spiritual insight:  
the radical commitment required for Christ’s kingdom





the unique authority of Jesus to make such demands






the priorities of true discipleship






the dangers of relying on a sinful world



False gospel:  
forgiveness without repentance





membership without church discipline





communion without confession





grace without Jesus




blessings without accountability
v. 23-27
Calming the winds
Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25


Sea of Galilee—13  miles long, 8 miles wide; very shallow; 680’ below sea level




Winds come up quickly and whip waters into raging violence



Spiritual insight:  Jesus responds to those who turn to him with even a little faith!



Job 38:8-11  God has authority over all His creation




Psa. 89:9; 29:3-4, 10; 65:5-7; 107:23-32
v. 28-34
Two demon-possessed Gadarenes
Mark 5:1-17 and Luke 8:26-40  report one man


Gentiles, because they kept pigs



The demons recognized:  Jesus is the Son of God







     There is a final judgment and they will suffer torment







     Jesus can dispose of them as He wishes



The destruction of the pigs proved they had left the men.



Spiritual insight:
Jesus has authority of demonic powers.     James 2:19

Chapter 9


v. 1-8

The paralytic

Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26


In Capernaum, Jesus healed by forgiving sin



                        Jesus knew the hearts of the Scribes





Jesus healed in this manner to declare Himself to be God



Spiritual insight:  The root problem for mankind is sin.





     Jesus’ authority to forgive sin proves that He is God.





     Jesus is the only source of forgiveness.   John 14:6

v. 9-13

Matthew’s calling




Matthew was
politically unacceptable






religiously unacceptable






socially unacceptable



Spiritual insight:
Matthew responded immediately.






He left everything to do it.






He introduced others to Jesus.






           In contrast to the would-be disciples in 8:18-22






Jesus came for those who are sin-sick!






v. 13   
Hos. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:22-23

v. 14-17
Fasting



The accusation:
Jesus was associating with sinners (Matthew)






Jesus was not properly pious (not fasting)






Spiritual insight:
Jesus’ presence is always a cause for celebration!






What Jesus is bringing is new and 







cannot be imposed on old forms.
v. 18-19; 23-26
Synagogue official’s (Jairus) daughter
Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56





Jairus was desperate with no where else to turn.





Worshipped Jesus and asked Him to raise the dead!




Jesus arrived during the funeral.





Jesus’ touch resuscitated her.




Spiritual insight:    Only Jesus brings life to those who are dead in sin.

v. 20-22
Bleeding woman
Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48




Sick, unclean, isolated, incurable, and bankrupt




Spiritual insight:  Sin leaves us without hope except for Jesus.

v. 27-31
Two blind men
(unique to Matthew)




First use of “Son of David” in N.T.    Recognizes Jesus as the Messiah




They believed Jesus was able to heal; His touch restored their sight.




v. 30  Jesus admonished them to tell no one.  




         Another instance when Jesus did not want to draw crowds who





only wanted the benefits of His ministry and not the discipleship.



Spiritual insight:  1 Cor. 2:14   Spiritual sight requires spiritual life.  Psa. 146:5-10







  Sin blinds us to the truths of Jesus.





v. 32-34
Demon-possessed, mute man
   (unique to Matthew)




The crowds were speaking about Jesus.




The Pharisees were speaking against Jesus.  See Matt. 12:25-32




Those who were healed spoke for Jesus.



Spiritual insight:   Salvation leads to speaking about Jesus, just as





     Jesus’ disciples were commissioned to do   10:5

Jesus commissions His workers:
9:35—10:42

The church is a missionary church because:


-  The world is lost and without hope except in Jesus.


-  Jesus commanded that His good news be preached to the world.


-  The love of God is working in those who are saved.


-  There are many opportunities to advance God’s kingdom.
v. 35-38
The harvest



Matt. 4:23
Jesus
taught in their synagogues





preached the good news






healed their diseases


Jesus saw their pitiful condition—sheep without a shepherd




Moses prayed for God to be a shepherd to Israel    Numbers 27:15-18




A king’s death put Israel in jeopardy of being without one   1 Kings 22:17




Israel was threatened by false shepherds   Ezekiel 34




Israel had wicked shepherds   Zech. 10:2-3; 11:4-17; 13:7-9




A good shepherd was prophesied  Zech. 13:7   (Matt. 26:31)



Jesus is the good Shepherd
Matt. 18:10-14; John 10:11-16



Spiritual insight:   Jesus instructed His disciples to 






pray for the Lord to send out workers.

Chapter 10

v. 1-4

The Twelve Apostles

See attached brief biographies



Those who were urged to pray . . . are sent!




Their authority is derived from Jesus’ authority.    v. 1




Their ministry would be accompanied by signs and miracles.

v. 5-16

The first commissioning
Mark 6; Luke 9; Luke 10



An immediate mission; only to the Jews first.   Romans 1:16




What they should preach.    v. 7    Matt 3:1; 4:17      –See 24:14




They would be accompanied by signs and wonders.  v. 8   





Acts 14:3; Rom. 15:19; 2 Cor. 12:12



How they should think about money:





Not to set a fee, not to worry about provisions





Not to refuse support but accept hospitality




What they should expect





Bless those who are worthy;





Shake dust off feet when rejected.

Acts 13:50-51



Jesus knew rejection:
by Judea
John 5:18







by Galilee
John 6:66







by Gadara
Matt. 8:34







by Samaria
Luke 9:53







by all the people
Matt. 27:23







even forsaken by the Father

Matt. 27:46




The character they should show.





Sheep among wolves—not to overpower them but convert them.





Shrewd as snakes—sanctified common sense






Doing the right thing at the right time and place and 






in the right manner.  The best method for the highest goal.




Innocent as doves:  moral purity and without pretense or guile.



Spiritual insight:
The gospel must be offered without price.






God’s people should support God’s ministers.






Ministers must be called by God.






Ministers must rely on God for their support.

v. 17-31
Future warnings for disciples



There will be severe persecution      v. 17-18

John 16:2



They will be witnesses before rulers and Gentiles   
v. 18





falsely accused, tried, flogged, imprisoned




Even family will become enemies

       
v. 21




Expect to be persecuted from city to city

v. 23




The Son of Man will come to bring judgment at the end of history.





Until then, the work of preaching the gospel will not be finished.  v. 23




Jesus was persecuted, and they will be, too    
v. 24-25



Do not fear men

v. 26



Speak boldly


v. 27

Truth will triumph!



Fear only God


v. 28

The soul matters more than the body.



Valued by God

v. 29-31

v. 32-33
Value God more than favorable judgment be people

v. 34-37
Value God more than the love of one’s own family
v. 38-39
Value God more than life itself.
v. 40-42
Spiritual rewards



For the one who receives Jesus




For the one who receives Jesus’ prophets




For the one who receives a righteous man




For the one who receives even the least of the disciples


To receive Christ is to be saved.



To reject Christ is to perish.

Apostles’ Brief Biographies
Peter
Called Simon bar Jona; Cephas; Simon Peter


Born in Bethsaida, lived in Capernaum, Fisherman, brother of Andrew


Partner with James and John; married; a pillar of the Jerusalem church


Boldly preached, healed, ministered to Jews and Gentiles after Pentecost


Wrote 1 and 2 Peter


Mark traveled with Peter on mission trips and based Gospel of Mark on Peter’s



testimony as well as his own experiences


Peter is believed to have been crucified upside down (at his request) by Nero

James
Son of Zebedee and Salome, named by Jesus as Son of Thunder


Fisherman with his father and brother, partner with Peter


One of the three in the core group of disciples with Peter and John


Witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration and  was in the Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus


Was put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa I, the only apostolic martyrdom



recorded in Scripture.

John
Son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of James; the “disciple whom Jesus loved”


Fisherman, partner with Peter


A pillar of the Jerusalem church


One of the three in the core group of disciples with Peter and James


Witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration


Healed and preached; wrote Gospel, Revelation,  and 1, 2 and 3 John


Was given responsibility for Jesus’ mother at the crucifixion


Was exiled to Patmos; died in Ephesus around 100 A.D.  Only apostle not martyred.

Andrew     The first to follow Jesus


Son of Jona; brother of Peter; born in Bethsaida, lived in Capernaum with Peter


Fisherman; disciple of John the Baptist


Told Jesus about the boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish


Present for resurrection appearances; witnessed the Ascension


Preached in Greece, Asia Minor and Russia


Crucified on an X-shaped cross by a Roman Proconsul

Philip
Born in Bethsaida; probably spoke Greek


The third disciple called


Brought Nathanael (Bartholomew) to Jesus


Asked Jesus to show him the Father


Lived and preached in the Ukraine


Crucified on a tall cross at Hierapolis of Phyrgia

Bartholomew (Hebrew name)
Also called Nathanael (Greek name)


Born and raised in Cana of Galilee


Well versed in Hebrew Scriptures


Identified as an honest Israelite by Jesus


Said that Jesus was the Son of God and King of Israel


Ate breakfast with Jesus after the Resurrection


Ministered in Asia Minor and India


Flayed alive in Armenia

Matthew
Levi, son of Alphaeus


From Capernaum; Tax collector in Galilee


Possibly brother of James the son of Alphaeus (but not likely)

Wrote Gospel of Matthew


Entertained Jesus at his home


Ministered in Persia, Macedonia, Syria, Parthia, Media, and Theiopia


Died a martyr, possibly by fire

Thomas
A twin; called “Doubting Thomas”


Asked Jesus how to know where Jesus was going


Doubted Jesus’ resurrection asking to touch wounds


Affirmed that Jesus was Lord and God


Had breakfast with Jesus after the resurrection


Traveled to India


Killed by a spear and buried in India

James
 Son of Alphaeus


Known as James the Younger, or James the Less


Possibly brother of Matthew


Should not be confused with James, the brother of Jesus, who wrote the Book of James


Present when Jesus appeared after the Resurrection


History suggests that James belonged to a revolutionary group known as the Zealots


Arrested by the Jews, thrown off the Temple and then beaten to death by a club

Thaddaeus
Also called Jude, Judas the son of James


Not to be confused with Judas the brother of Jesus


Asked Jesus how He would reveal himself to His followers and not to the world


History suggests that Thaddaeus belonged to the revolutionary Zealots


Some think he may have authored the book of Jude (although some believe this



book was authored by Jesus’ brother Judas)

Simon the Zealot



Was present at the Great Commission and the Ascension


Was probably a member of Zealots, a part of nationalists


One story suggests that Simon was the bridegroom at the wedding in Cana and


A missionary to Persia

Paul
A native of Tarsus and a Pharisee


Persecuted the church until his encounter with Jesus on the Road to Damascus


Undertook three major missionary journeys


Suffered much painful bodily infliction, persecutions and imprisonment


Beheaded in Rome on the same day Peter was crucified

_________________________________

Judas Iscariot

A native of Kerioth in southern Judea

Treasurer for the apostles, but not honest  John 12:6; 13:29


Objected to Mary’s use of perfume to anoint Jesus   John 12:4-6


Betrayed Jesus
:  Matt 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-50; Luke 22:3-53; John 13:2-30; 18:2-3


Committed suicide:  Matt. 27:3-10; Acts 1:15-19

