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Matthew 27

Matt 27:1 Now when morning had come, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death;

Matt 27:2 and they bound Him, and led Him away, and delivered Him up to Pilate the governor.

The Luke account gives more details about the counsel of the chief priests and elders:

Luke 22:66-23:1And when it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they led Him away to their council chamber, saying, 67If You are the Christ, tell us." But He said to them, "If I tell you, you will not believe; 68and if I ask a question, you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God." 70And they all said, "Are You the Son of God, then?" And He said to them, "Yes, I am." 71And they said, "What further need do we have of testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth." 23:1Then the whole body of them arose and brought Him before Pilate.
The accusing people then had a case to bring before Pilate, who was actually a prefect rather than a governor.  He would normally live in Caesarea during times of possible troubles such as Jewish feasts.  They needed to stress the royal side of the accusation rather then the blasphemy for Pilot would need the first to suggest treason and a death penalty.  Pilate was a very cruel person and hated the Jews.  The crucifixion date of A.D. 33 would be after Pilate had been severely chastised by Rome for some of his behaviors and would then account for his weaker behavior in this event than in some of his previous actions against the Jews (stealing corban to build an aqueduct and other actions).  Notice that Jesus calmly said that He was the Son of God as we see again the divine nature of Jesus proclaimed in Luke’s account.  
Matt 27:3-10Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!"  5And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6And the chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood." 7And they counseled together and with the money bought the Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers. 8For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set by the sons of Israel; 10and they gave them for the Potter's Field, as the Lord directed me. "

Matthew interrupts the flow of this account to give a detail about the reaction of Judas to Jesus being turned over to Pilate.  A brief account of this event is also recorded by Luke:
Acts 1:16-19 "Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was counted among us, and received his portion in this ministry.  18(Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)

Judas felt remorse but did not repent.  The difference between the actions of Judas and Peter is that Peter, in his grievous sin, felt remorse but also repented.  Judas did not say that he had blundered or made some mistake but that he had sinned so he was correct in his interpretation of his actions.  However, contrition is one thing but repentance is something else entirely.  People can be contrite or ashamed about being caught in some bad situation but a person who is born again will not only feel remorse but he will also repent.  Matthew gives a picture of a man caught in a sin who knows that he is now under the wrath of God as he faces an eternity of that wrath.  
The priests were moving across the courtyard where they had met with Jesus and going to the palace of the Procurator.  Just over the wall were the Temple courts and Judas confronted the procession with Jesus in their midst.  He admitted his sin before the priests and the innocence of Jesus, but they were not interested in his remorse.  Their remark does not remove any guilt from themselves in their betrayal of the innocence of Jesus.  He threw all the pieces of silver into the Temple enclosure, perhaps trying to throw the guilt back to the priests also.  Judas then went and committed suicide as he could not live with his guilt but he then would live with it forever.
The priests were correct in that they could not put the money into the “korbanas” where a consecrated article is deposited.  The “potter’s field” was probably a field where local potters obtained their clay so they used the money to purchase the field for a burial place for dead foreigners who had nobody local to claim their bodies.  Matthew said that the priests bought the land and Luke (in Acts) says that Judas bought the land.  Either statement is correct in that the acts of Judas led to the priests buying the land.  

In verse 9, Matthew is referring to Scriptures by Jeremiah and Zechariah (Zech 11:12, 13; Jer 18:2; 19:2, 11; 32:6-9).  The reference by Luke (in Acts) is to some of the writings of David and probably relates to some psalms referring to people transpiring against Jesus such as: Psa 2:1-2 Why are the nations in an uproar, And the peoples devising a vain thing? 2The kings of the earth take their stand, And the rulers take counsel together Against the Lord and against His Anointed:
Matthew and Luke are then stating that prophecies had been fulfilled in the actions of Judas against Jesus.  
Matt 27:11-14 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." 12And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no answer. 13Then Pilate said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?" 14And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so that the governor was quite amazed. 
We read this account also in Mark 15:2-5, Luke 23:2-3, and John 18:29-38 (most detail):  
Mark 15:2-5 And Pilate questioned Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And answering He said to him, "It is as you say." 3And the chief priests began to accuse Him harshly. 4And Pilate was questioning Him again, saying, "Do You make no answer? See how many charges they bring against You!" 5But Jesus made no further answer; so that Pilate was amazed.

Luke 23:2-3 And they began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King." 3And Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And He answered him and said, "It is as you say."

John 18:29-38 Pilate therefore went out to them, and said, "What accusation do you bring against this Man?" 30They answered and said to him, "If this Man were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you." 31Pilate therefore said to them, "Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law." The Jews said to him, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death," 32that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which He spoke, signifying by what kind of death He was about to die. 33Pilate therefore entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?" 35Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You up to me; what have You done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm." 37Pilate therefore said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 38Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no guilt in Him.
The setting is not certain.  It is probably Herod’s old palace on the west side of the city near the Jaffa gate.  “Praetorium” can mean a princely palace or a judicial or military seat.  In Roman trials the magistrate heard the charges first, questioned the defendant and listened to his defense and then went to decide on a verdict, which was then promptly carried out.  
The accusers made charges against Him but Jesus did not reply.  Normally if a prisoner made no response to the accusations he was found guilty immediately but Jesus had already answered as reported in verse 11.  Even after Pilate asked Him again for a reply He said nothing.  Pilate was amazed at not having a response to the acquisitions and probably his strong feelings against the Jewish leaders tempered his response.  
Matt 27:15-19 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the multitude any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they were holding at that time a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17When therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ? 18For he knew that because of envy they had delivered Him up. 19And while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him."
Roman law allowed for the release of a prisoner and it seems that such had become a custom.  The name “Barabbas” means “son of the father”, which is rather unusual.  Some manuscripts say his name was Jesus Barabbas.  Neither theft nor violent robberies were capital crimes but insurrection was and that seems to have been his crime.  Many of the people would have viewed him as a hero in some insurrection action.  The two men crucified with Jesus probably were his co-rebels and having the three crosses previously prepared probably indicates that Barabbas and his two co-rebels were to be executed and Jesus could then take the place of Barabbas.  The crowd to whom Pilate addresses were probably not associated with the accusers of Jesus but those there for the release of a prisoner.  Pilate knew the politics of the accusers of Jesus and would have known of the popularity of Jesus that fed the envy of the Sanhedrin.  He certainly would have known about the entry of Jesus (Matt 21:1-16) and thought that he could reverse the Sanhedrin accusation with the popularity of Jesus.  It is unlikely that the dreams of Pilate’s wife were from God for Plan A was not to be reversed.  The brief interruption with Pilate’s actions would give the Sanhedrin more time to influence the crowd.  
Matt 27:20-23 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the multitudes to ask for Barabbas, and to put Jesus to death. 21But the governor answered and said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Let Him be crucified!" 23And he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Let Him be crucified!"  
The chief priests and elders worked the crowd into a frenzy probably telling them of His blasphemy.  In spite of the crowd’s response, Pilate asked again for the person’s name to be released.  He still relented and asked what he should do with Jesus for he could have chosen another penalty for His supposed crime.  The crowd’s response was to crucify Jesus.  Pilate then asked for them to specify the crime He committed that demanded crucifixion but they only increased the level of the mob activity and with the shout to “let Him be crucified”.  Mob action is terrible but, of course, God knew what would happen and used it in Plan A.  Peter would later remind the people of Israel what they did:
Acts 3:13-15 "The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered up, and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.

Matt 27:24-26And when Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves." 25And all the people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on our children!" 26Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he delivered Him to be crucified.

There has been too much discussion on what Pilate was attempting to do with his hand washing for it is not very important.  He was frustrated, intimidated by the crowd for Rome could hear of it and give him more grief, and had heard hid wife’s request that also could cause him to try to expunge himself of guilt in the matter.  He may have also been mocking the Jewish custom of hand-washing after touching something unclean.  Whatever the case, he wanted to quickly get this “trial” over. He then said that the crowd had the authority to call the sentence.  The reply of the people is chilling!  Remember that this report of Matthew was written probably in the sixties so he had seen the starting of the Gentile influx into the church.  Some think that verse 25 is then an indictment against Israel and its impending (or already) destruction in A.D. 70.  Pilate then released Barabbas, had Jesus scourged, and then delivered Him for crucifixion.  Flogging frequently resulted in death.  We know that His flogging occurred before the official verdict:
John 19:1-16 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and arrayed Him in a purple robe; 3and they began to come up to Him, and say, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and to give Him blows in the face. 4And Pilate came out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no guilt in Him." 5Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold, the Man!" 6When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify, crucify!" Pilate said to them, "Take Him yourselves, and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him." 7The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God." 8When Pilate therefore heard this statement, he was the more afraid; 9and he entered into the Praetorium again, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate therefore said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?" 11Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me up to you has the greater sin." 12As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, "If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar." 13When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold, your King!" 15They therefore cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." 16So he then delivered Him to them to be crucified.

Matt 27:27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him.

Matt 27:28 And they stripped Him, and put a scarlet robe on Him.

Matt 27:29 And after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"

Matt 27:30 And they spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.

Matt 27:31 And after they had mocked Him, they took His robe off and put His garments on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.

The whole Roman cohort could be 600 but probably only means those present.  John gave more involvement of Pilate in this horrible treatment of our Lord.  The result is that He was flogged and beaten probably almost unrecognizable and then made to carry part of the cross to the place of crucifixion.  Normally people to be crucified were led off naked and further beaten as they went to the place of execution.  However, probably because of the religious festivities they put His clothes back on Him.  
Matt 27:32 And as they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. 
They came out of the city as executions normally occurred outside of the city walls.  Carrying His crossbeam as far as the city gates was a phenomenal feat considering His physical condition.  The date of the execution is A.D. 30 or 33 and probably early in the morning for the preceding “trial” and punishment would not have taken more than 2-3 hours.  Simon was probably a Jew and there is no proof that he was sympathetic to the weak state of Jesus.  He was just forced into service.

Matt 27:33-37 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 34they gave Him wine to drink mingled with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. 35And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots; 36and sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there. 37And they put up above His head the charge against Him which read, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS."

The site is unknown but probably near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre outside the northern wall on a hill near the city wall.  Our English “Calvary” comes from the Latin “calva” (“a skull”).  Mark states that the wine was mingled with myrrh.  Matthew probably changed it to describe the taste and to link the event with Psa 69:21.  Whatever was used, it was meant to dull the pain and Jesus wanted to take the full punishment for our transgressions.  The other gospel sources give us some more details including some further interaction with Pilate (by John):
Mark 15:22-26And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. 23And they tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it.  24And they crucified Him, and divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25And it was the third hour when they crucified Him. 26And the inscription of the charge against Him read, "THE KING OF THE JEWS."

Luke 23:33-38And when they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. 34But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, "He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One." 36And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 37and saying, "If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" 38Now there was also an inscription above Him, "THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS."
John 19:17-24They took Jesus therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between. 19And Pilate wrote an inscription also, and put it on the cross. And it was written, "JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS." 20Therefore this inscription many of the Jews read, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and in Greek. 21And so the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews'; but that He said,' I am King of the Jews. '" 22Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."

 23The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24They said therefore to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; that the Scripture might be fulfilled, "They divided My outer garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots."

Prisoners were usually crucified naked for further humiliation and such was the case with Jesus.

Matt 27:38-40 At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads, 40and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross."
The abuse continued and indicates that the people had heard details of the accusations.  This derision reminds us of Psa 22:7, 109:25, and Lam 2:15.  

Matt 27:41-44 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him, and saying, 42"He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we shall believe in Him. 43He trusts in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He takes pleasure in Him; for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 44And the robbers also who had been crucified with Him were casting the same insult at Him.

All the principle groups of the Sanhedrin came to mock Jesus and were reveling in their final conquest of this person who exposed them as hypocrites and self-indulging fakes.  Now they were even taunting God to save Jesus.  Of course if Jesus had come down from the Cross then our salvation would not have occurred.  So Jesus stayed the course.  Matthew says that both of the “robbers” also cast insults at Jesus.  However we know that one of the robbers repented since Luke added an important aspect to this event in that person:
Luke 23:39-43 And one of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" 40But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." 42And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!" 43And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."

Matt 27:45-50 Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 47And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, "This man is calling for Elijah." 48And immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. 49But the rest of them said, "Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him." 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.

The time was from noon until 3:00 PM when darkness fell upon all of that area (all the land does not mean the entire world).  This was a miraculous darkness during which time Jesus suffered the full wrath of the Father hurled upon Him for our sins.  Although His torture and manner of physical death was horrible beyond imagination, the moment Jesus dreaded the most was separation from the Father as He was judged too sinful for the Father to look upon Him.  This was the moment He dreaded and asked to be removed from if the Father would so will it:
Matt 26:39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt."

The Father had to forsake Jesus for He had become sin for all God’s children throughout all ages and the Father cannot look upon such evil so He withdrew from Jesus for the first time.  

Rom 3:23-26 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

The offer of drink fulfilled:
Psa 69:21 They also gave me gall for my food, And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

The offering of drink and the taunt about Elijah was all mocking and not meant seriously.

Luke 23:36 And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine,

Jesus willingly then gave up His spirit:

Matt 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. "

Jesus freely gave up His spirit:
John 10:17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

Matt 27:51-56 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were split, 52and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 55And many women were there looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him,  56among whom was Mary Magdalene, along with Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

It is very meaningful that the veil was torn from the top to the bottom as God made this statement about the end of the Jewish sacrificial system so that all would now have access to Him without the need for any worldly priest.  Jesus is now the New Temple and the old is put away.  
Heb 9:11-12 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

Heb 9:15 And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Heb 10:19-22 Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Although the sacrificial death of Jesus and its full theological meaning is crystal clear, what else happened is not so clear.  We know that those who were raised from the dead were not experiencing their final resurrection for that is later for everyone.  So they probably died again but we have no information about what they did so speculation is meaningless.  Perhaps the spiritual meaning of this event of the well-known people who had died being brought back to life temporarily is to show that the propitiation of Jesus is to be applied to saints of all ages.  The reaction of the earth may also be a preview of the new earth to come and the groaning of all creation for the new age.

Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

These events all convinced the pagans that the title of Jesus on the Cross was true that He was the King of the Jews and by implication from what they had heard that He was the Son of God.  The women were not highly regarded in this society but they stuck by Jesus.  They were Galileans who often traveled with Jesus and took care of His needs out of their own resources.  We know from later reactions that they also did not fully understand what had happened but they loved Jesus and stayed to prove their dedication to Him.  
Matt 27:57-61 And when it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given over to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave.

The Jews would have reacted to the following:
Deut 21:22-23 "And if a man has committed a sin worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

The Roman custom was to let the bodies stay until they decayed and rotted for all to see so special permission was required to retrieve His body.  Since the time was almost 6:00 PM, the beginning of the Sabbath was near.  The account of His burial is also given in Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-58, and John 19:38-42.  Mark and Luke state the Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin and Luke says that he had not agreed to their action.  Mark states the Joseph was waiting for the kingdom of God, meaning that he was a follower of Christ (Mark 15:43).  We hear no more about Joseph but he alone of all the male followers of Jesus had the great courage to approach Pilate and ask for permission to bury Him.  The burial of Jesus is very important as it shows that Jesus really physically died, that the details fulfilled Scripture (Isa 53:9), and the burial has theological significance.  The grave was greatly feared since it marked the definite end of a person’s life on earth.  But for the Christian the burial has great meaning:
Rom 6:3-11 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; 7for he who has died is freed from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 10For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Mark mentions Pilate’s checking to make sure that Jesus was dead and also describes the purchases of Joseph.  John mentions the help of Nicodemus for Joseph could not have done this on his own and probably their servants helped also.  John mentions the 75 pounds of spices they wrapped around Jesus in the line cloth.  A wealthy person’s burial place would consist of an outer area cut from the rock and an inner chamber where the body would be placed.  The inner chamber would have a low passage entrance as probably meant by John:

John 20:5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in.

John 20:11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb;

There would have been a slot on an inclined plane where a disk-shaped stone could be rolled to seal the inner chamber.  It would be easy to seal but difficult to move.  The two women watched and they would return as stated in Matt 28:1.

Matt 27:62-66 Now on the next day, which is the one after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, 63and said, "Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I am to rise again.' 64Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him away and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first." 65Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how." 66And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.

Only Matthew reports this account.  According to our understanding, Jesus was buried on Thursday, which was the Passover Sabbath.  This was the same time that the Passover lambs were killed for the celebration.  The next day, referred to by Matthew, would then have been Friday, the day after the preparation for the Passover celebration.  The chief priests and the Pharisees came to Pilate asking for special precautions in case the disciples might try to steal His body.  They feared that some deception would be done to prove that Jesus was resurrected and that might seal their doom as keepers of the Law.  Pilate’s response is probably not to give them one of his guards but saying that they could uses one of their own guards.  Pilate’s response is probably cynical as he did not believe such a thing possible and felt that they superstitions were comical.  They then went, made the grave secure, put a seal on the stone, and posted a guard.  
Matthew 28

Matt 28:1-8 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as white as snow; 4and the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 5And the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 6He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you." 8And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples.
This section is also reported in Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-10, and John 20:1-8.  The different accounts have a few different details such as the number of women and the number of angels.  These are not discrepancies but just different stresses by the different authors. The dawn of Sunday was beginning as the two women approached the tomb.  An angel had used an earthquake to roll away the stone from the inner portion of the tomb.  The guards witnessed the earthquake, saw the angel, and became “like dead men” at what they had witnessed.  The stone did not have to be rolled away to allow Jesus to escape.  The purpose of the moved stone was to allow people to look into the empty tomb.  Obviously the women were also terrified at the event but the angel told them to not be afraid.  This encouragement did not extend to the guards.  The women were told to look into the empty tomb and to go tell His disciples.  Jesus had promised to meet them in Galilee (Matt 26:32) and the angel reminded them of His promise.  The women then had a mixture of strong emotions of fear and joy and ran to report to the disciples.
 Matt 28:9-10And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me."

Before they can get far away, Jesus meets them and greets them.  They then took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  Jesus told them not to be afraid and to tell the disciples to leave for Galilee to see Him.  When Jesus says “My brethren”, He is not limiting the message to the eleven but to all of those who were His disciples.  
Matt 28:11-15 Now while they were on their way, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12And when they had assembled with the elders and counseled together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.' 14And if this should come to the governor's ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble." 15And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.

The guards were probably temple police, which is the reason that they reported to the chief priests.  Guards of Pilate would have been executed but the chief priests and elders discussed the matter and bribed their guards.  They gave the guards a cover story and promised to make sure that Pilate would not take action against them when he heard of the event.  No doubt they also bribed Pilate and told him the same story so that he would not think that Jesus was really the Son of God.  Matthew tells us that all was done as requested by the priests and elders and that the same cover story was used “to this day”.  
Matt 28:16-20 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 17And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

The eleven disciples then did has Jesus had requested.  They saw Him and worshiped Him but some were doubtful.  We can read more about the doubts and other accounts of Jesus meeting with people as the New Testament gives at least ten appearances of Jesus and then another appearance to Paul.  In eight of the appearances Jesus gives them an explicit commission and in five of these He gives them a command to go into the entire world to preach the Gospel.  Luke records the last words of Jesus:

Acts 1:6-8  And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."

In His last words He answers the disciples’ question about the time of the restoration of Israel (note that they still don’t get it!).  He tells them the same thing that I tell many people spending so much time about End Times material, “You can’t know that time so get busy doing the important things that you can do for Him now!”

Verses 19-20 are frequently called the “Great Commission” and usually people refer to such in speaking of evangelism.  However there is nothing about evangelism in these verses.  Jesus commands that those whom God has redeemed be baptized, discipled, and taught to obey all that Jesus has commanded.  He then promises that He will be with them always.  In referring to the “end of the age”, He is referring to the eschaton.  Jesus states that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to Him to accomplish His continuing work as the Kingdom began and He still rules 2000 years later.  His authority is over Satan, the demons, and all people including those who will never regard Him as their Lord.  When Jesus tells them to make disciples of all the nations He is including Gentiles into His Kingdom.  The church today is woefully negligent in carrying out this commission as it usually will baptize (and count the numbers) but not disciple and teach the new converts of the commands of Jesus.  The commands of Jesus should include a high view of Scripture, a continual devotion to the Word, the sovereignty of God, the depravity of man, salvation by grace alone, the work that Christians are to accomplish, and the security of the believer in Jesus Christ.  
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