Matthew

Chapters 14, 15

Chapter 14

Matt 14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the news about Jesus,

Matt 14:2 and said to his servants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead; and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him."

There are two parallels (Mark 6:14-16 and Luke 9:7-9) but only Mark 6:17-29 gives the details of John’s death.  The phrase “at that time” is not formal and not meaning to relate this time to the previous discussion.  Mark sets this scene after the mission trip of the twelve (Mark 6:7-13) so Jesus and His disciples were doing miracles in the region.  Herod would have heard of all this activity and he would have been very concerned.  Herod was the tetrarch (ruler of the fourth part) and not the king and his area of authority included Galilee and Peraea.  He was a descendent of Esau reigning over some of the children of Jacob.  He had been ruling for over 30 years and lived primarily on the southwest shore of Galilee so the ministry of Jesus was occurring mainly within his jurisdiction.  Joanna the wife of Chuza, the steward to Herod, had been healed (Luke 8:3) by Jesus and the twelve so that may be how Herod heard about His activity.  During his ministry, John had performed no miracles (John 10:41) and, due to the Pharisaic teaching on resurrection, Herod may have thought that the miracles were due to the resurrected John the Baptist.  We know from what follows that Herod had a guilty conscience about John’s death and that, coupled with his superstitious beliefs may have been the sources of his statement.  
Matt 14:3 For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip.

Matt 14:4 For John had been saying to him, "It is not lawful for you to have her."

Matt 14:5 And although he wanted to put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Herod had divorced his first wife, the daughter of an Arabian king whose land was south of Peraea and that led to fierce fighting.  Herodias was married to Herod Philip, son of Herod the Great, and so was the half-brother to Herod Antipas.  John had judged Herod Antipas for marrying the wife of his half-brother, which was forbidden:
Lev 18:16 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness.

Lev 20:21 If there is a man who takes his brother's wife, it is abhorrent; he has uncovered his brother's nakedness. They shall be childless.

Herodias was also Herod’s niece since she was the daughter of his half-brother Aristobulus but there was no explicit law against marrying his niece.  The verb tense (had been saying) indicates that John had repeatedly spoken out against Herod for this marriage.   We see that Herod put John in prison because of his marriage to Herodias and probably also because of the insistence of Herodias. Because of this incessant haranguing, Herod wanted to kill John but he was afraid to do so because the people thought of John as a prophet.  

Matt 14:6 But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod.

Matt 14:7 Thereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.

Matt 14:8 And having been prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist."

This was a birthday feast.  Salome was Herodias’s daughter by her former marriage and was between 12 and 14 years old.  The Herodians had horrible morals so the dance was probably very sensual.  Herod was so “pleased” that he put on the air of a great political leader, which he was not, and promised to give Salome whatever she wanted.  Since Salome was so young, she sought her mother’s advice regarding what to request.  Herodias had been so offended by the judging of John that she told Salome to ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.

Matt 14:9 And although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests.

Matt 14:10 And he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.

Matt 14:11 And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl; and she brought it to her mother.

Matt 14:12 And his disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they went and reported to Jesus.

Herod, called the king as was common and probably insisted upon by him even though he was not a king, felt compelled to fulfill his oaths despite his conscience.  Note the plural form for oaths so he had probably been loudly repeating the oath in a drunken state.  He would have “lost face” by refusing to fulfill his oath and he was more concerned about what people would think about him not keeping his oath rather than obeying his grieving conscience.  From Mark’s account we know that Herod had enjoyed hearing some of the preaching of John:

Mark 6:19-20 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death and could not do so; 20for Herod was afraid of John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. And when he heard him, he was very perplexed; but he used to enjoy listening to him.

If we should ever make a promise that actually is against our Christian principles we should be quick to renege on it and apologize and repent.  Herod did not even listen to his non-Christian conscience and had John beheaded in prison.  Then his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl.  It is hard for us to imagine such a scene at a birthday feast!  But such events would not have been so uncommon for these people at this time in history.  We are told that the girl then took the head on the platter to her mother.  What a calloused behavior by the young girl! What a horrible scene!  History tells us that Herodias spat on the head and pierced the tongue with a pin just as Fulvia, the wife of Antony, had done to the head of Cicero who had opposed Anthony.  John the Baptist was the last of the OT prophets and now he was dead.  

Mark also reports about the burial of John’s body but only Matthew says that Jesus was told about the event.  


Matt 14:13 Now when Jesus heard it, He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place by Himself; and when the multitudes heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.

Matt 14:14 And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.
Verse 13 picks up from verses 1-2 and the intervening verses 3-12 are an excursion as the Greek grammar makes clear using what we translate as “for” to begin verse 3.  On other occasions Jesus had withdrawn to escape the Pharisees (12:15) and, as reported in Mark 7:24-25, to escape large crowds.  Luke 9:10 specifies the lonely place to belong to Bethsaida on the northeast shore of Galilee.  Jesus went there by boat and the crowds, having seen where He was going, walked around the top of the lake crossing the upper Jordan at a ford a couple of miles north of where the river enters Galilee.  They were then able to get to where Jesus was going ahead of Him.  So much for some quiet time!  We had seen previously how Jesus had compassion for the people:
Matt 9:36 And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.

Jesus then continued his physical healing ministry as a sign that He was the King.

Matt 14:15 And when it was evening, the disciples came to Him, saying, "The place is desolate, and the time is already past; so send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."

Matt 14:16 But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!"

Matt 14:17 And they said to Him, "We have here only five loaves and two fish."

Evening probably meant that it was sometime after mid-afternoon and they were essentially in a desert region with no places for buying food or supplies.  The disciples then told Jesus that it was already past time for them to travel to some villages to obtain food.  The disciples were looking at the situation from an entirely earthly perspective and not considering any supernatural sources for food.  It is also important to understand that the Passover was near:

John 6:4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.

Jesus gave them an opening by saying that they could give the people food.  This certainly would have made them think as to how they could do that but again they did not consider who Jesus was.  Jesus could have called down manna from heaven.  Mark and John elaborate on the reply of the disciples to Jesus:
Mark 6:37 But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat!" And they said to Him, "Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?"

John 6:6-7 And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 7Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little."

We see from these verses that Jesus was testing them since He knew exactly what He was going to do.  The disciples continued to emphasize their worldly thinking by even stating that eight months of wages would have been required to buy the bread if there were a supply near.  They then did a survey and found that they had only five loaves of bread and two fish.  Some people have tried to make something out of these numbers but they are only stated for accurate details.  
Matt 14:18 And He said, "Bring them here to Me."

Matt 14:19 And ordering the multitudes to recline on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave to the multitudes,

Matt 14:20 and they all ate, and were satisfied. And they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.

Matt 14:21 And there were about five thousand men who ate, aside from women and children.

Jesus commanded the disciples to bring the available food to Him and then He ordered the crowd to sit on the grass.  Matthew leaves out some details that are given in the other Gospels (Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-14) such as the people being grouped in hundreds and fifties and that the food came from some young person.  Jesus then performed what would be the standard task for a head of a Jewish household: He held the food, looked toward heaven, blessed the food, and broke the bread.  The disciples were only involved in the miracle by distributing the food to the people.  Can you imagine the looks on their faces as the food kept being available?  Everyone then ate and they were satisfied.  Somewhere between 15 and 20 thousand people would have been fed since we are told that there were 5000 men.  The round number means that it is approximate.  Nobody goes away hungry from food given them by God.  The disciples then gathered what was left after everyone had eaten and they had 12 baskets of the broken pieces.  Since Jesus is said to have broken only the bread and the fish would not keep unless Jesus did another miracle, the baskets were probably filled with the leftover bread.  It may be that the 12 is meaningful because of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles, but we cannot be certain.  
Matt 14:22 And immediately He made the disciples get into the boat, and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away.

Matt 14:23 And after He had sent the multitudes away, He went up to the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.
Jesus then commanded the disciples to get into the boat and go to the other side of the lake while He sent away the crowd.  By the time Jesus had dismissed the crowd and gone up the mountain to pray, it would have been about sunset.  He then prayed for several hours since we will see in verse 25 that He was walking on the water at about 3:00 AM.  Jesus sent the crowds away because they were beginning to make a messianic uproar:
John 6:14-15 When therefore the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, "This is of a truth the Prophet who is to come into the world." 15Jesus therefore perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force, to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.

Matt 14:24 But the boat was already many stadia away from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary.

Matt 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.

Matt 14:26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear.

Matt 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."
By the time Jesus had finished His prayers, the disciples’ boat was probably somewhere near the middle of the lake (a stadia is about 200 yards).  It was rather common for there to be a strong west wind during this season so they were in some difficulty.  Matthew used the Roman time standards, which would make the time between 3:00 and 6:00 AM.  At this time, Jesus came to them by walking on the sea!  Jesus was showing the disciples that He was God by the miraculous healings, the feeding of the large crowd, and now by walking on the sea.  However they still did not understand.  They were understandably terrified at the sight of someone walking on the sea and probably wearing a long white robe.  But Jesus told them to not be afraid because “it is I” and we can read into that “I am” because we know He is God.  
Matt 14:28 And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."

Matt 14:29 And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

Matt 14:30 But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!"

Matt 14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"

Matt 14:32 And when they got into the boat, the wind stopped.

Matt 14:33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, "You are certainly God's Son!"

Matthew is the only Gospel to record the events in verses 28-32.  Peter showed some insight not visible by the others as he said that if Jesus were indeed the One he had left everything to follow and the One he had seen do miracles then He could command him to walk toward Him on the water.  He was only willing to do so if Jesus commanded it since Peter had seen the result of other commands of Jesus.  Initially Peter was successful in responding to the command and walked on the water.  However, when he started analyzing the situation he began to get out of the “zone” and started to sink in the water.  He immediately cried out to Jesus as Lord to save him.  Jesus wasted no time in responding to Peter’s request for help and took hold of him.  His comment “O you of little faith” is not criticism but a statement that he had only been given a small allotment of faith at that point.  It was just to identify him and not to berate him.  Faith is always a gift of God and not a manifestation from man (Rom 12:3; Heb 2:4; Heb 12:2; Acts 3:16).  However even those who have received just a little faith can accomplish much if they do not doubt or be too specific in their worldly analysis of a situation.  Faith yields trust and belief but the products of trust and belief can be diminished by our over analyzing a situation.  
The climax of this event is not the calming of the storm but the worship of Jesus by the disciples as they stated the truth about the identity of Jesus.  This is the first time Jesus has been identified by the disciples as the Son of God.  We see from the development given by the authors of the synoptic gospels that the disciples’ understanding of the true identity of Jesus was gained incrementally.  It would not be until after His resurrection that the complete identity would be realized.  There is a huge difference between being the Messiah and being the Son of God and the authors give us a clear understanding of how the disciples gained a more thorough understanding with time spent with Him. It is unlikely that they now knew that He was the divine man so it is unclear exactly what they meant by saying that He was the Son of God.  
Mark is more negative in his narrative and does not report of their worship of Jesus:

Mark 6:51-52 And He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were greatly astonished,  52for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened.

Luke’s narrative is a little more along the line of Matthew:

Luke 5:26 And they were all seized with astonishment and began glorifying God; and they were filled with fear, saying, "We have seen remarkable things today."

Certainly all three accounts are true as we read from the different perspectives of the writers.  Matthew also told about a little faith and his writings tend to be more subtle regarding the doubt of the disciples at this time.  All three accounts give us greater insight into the mind of the disciples at this juncture in the ministry of Jesus.  

Matt 14:34 And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.

Matt 14:35 And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent into all that surrounding district and brought to Him all who were sick;

Matt 14:36 and they began to entreat Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.

From these three verses we see that news of the ministry of Jesus had spread throughout the region.  Gennesaret is on the northwest side of the lake.  Probably they knew about the woman with the hemorrhage (9:20-22) and so were content to only touch the fringe of His cloak.  The Pharisees will confront Him later for touching unclean people but Jesus cannot be made unclean.  He makes people clean.  Influences only flow one way with Him.  
Chapter 15

Matt 15:1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying,

Matt 15:2 "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread."

Coming from Jerusalem, these people would have been held in high regard but they also were some of the most virulent of the people in opposition to Jesus.  Matthew’s discussion of this event is briefer than that of Mark 7:1-13 partly because Matthew did not have to explain Jewish law to his readers.  The tradition of the elders consists of oral transmissions of elaborations on the law that was passed on by the teachers of the law.  The Pharisees, but not the Sadducees, viewed these oral traditions (Halakic tradition) as having equal authority with the canon.  They specifically addressed the oral requirement of not just washing their hands when eating bread but exactly how they were to wash their hands.  
Mark 7:3-4 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; 4and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.)

Matt 15:3 And He answered and said to them, "And why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?

Matt 15:4 "For God said, 'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.'

Matt 15:5 "But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his father or mother," Anything of mine you might have been helped by has been given to God,"

Matt 15:6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.

Rather than responding to their accusation, Jesus came back with a counterattack.  He emphasized to them their neglect of the written law to the emphasis on the oral traditions.  Of course their interpretations and elaborations were not inspired except in their own minds.  We can make the same mistakes today if we make some church traditions not founded on Scripture to have equal authority with the Bible.  Mark elaborated more on the reply of Jesus:
Mark 7:6-8 And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me. 7'But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.' 8"Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men."

Jesus then quoted one of the Ten Commandments to them as an example of part of the canon that they had superseded by an oral tradition called “corban”, which was a gift devoted to God and set aside for the temple, and having supremacy over an gift that might go to the parents.  However the vow for corban could be easily set aside for various reasons so that initially the child could say that he did not have money to support his parents because of the corban but later he could remove the obligation and use the money as he pleased.  This was obviously hypocrisy and Jesus knew what they were doing.
Some have argued that Jesus required the same of His followers when He said:

Matt 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

However this ignores context of previous verses:

Matt 10:35 "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.

Thus in the statement by Jesus, the family was in opposition to Jesus and so the disciple had to obey Jesus rather than his parents.

Matt 15:7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,

Matt 15:8 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me.

Matt 15:9 'But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.' "

This is the first recorded statement of Jesus calling the Pharisees and scribes hypocrites.  They made a show of a severe devotion to God but they let their religious traditions, their made-up worship, and self-desires have precedence over the commands of God.  Isaiah was describing people of his own time and Jesus was saying that the present people were exact copies of what Isaiah had condemned long ago.  These people had substituted worship as required by God with a form that was in violation of God’s demands.  Today also people substitute their worship ceremonies for the God-ordained methods.  God also told of such a time in a letter from Paul:
2Tim 3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good 4treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

This vain worship is going on in churches throughout our country today.

Matt 15:10 And after He called the multitude to Him, He said to them, "Hear, and understand.

Matt 15:11 "Not what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man."

The previous comments by our Lord were directed exclusively to the Pharisees and scribes.  Now He turns and directs the large crowd around Him.  He is teaching the crowd the same lesson but in a different manner as He is really still answering the question, but now directly and not by counterchallenge.  Although He meant this as a clear teaching, many did not understand as we see in verses 15, 16 below as Peter called His teaching a parable.  Mark’s statement is similar:
Mark 7:15 there is nothing outside the man which going into him can defile him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man.

Mark made the result of a lack of heart change even clearer as will Matthew later:
Mark 7:21-23 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23"All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

Remember that the original question had to do with unclean hands putting bread into the mouth.  Jesus is telling them that their physical ritual is meaningless regarding matters of the heart.  The Pharisees and scribes were teaching a religion of does and don’ts, but without a cleansing of the heart there is no change in the person.  People must be changed from the inside out and no amount of whitewashing will change the character of the person.  The tongue then reveals the heart as also taught by James:
James 3:6-8 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by the human race. 8But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.

Matt 15:12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?"

Matt 15:13 But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be rooted up.

Matt 15:14 "Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit."

We read how upset Jesus was at being told that the Pharisees were offended!  This conversation occurred after they had left the crowd and entered a house: Mark 7:17 And when leaving the multitude, He had entered the house, His disciples questioned Him about the parable.  It was very important for Jesus to let the disciples know that the Pharisees were not infallible in their teaching as most people thought.  Jesus is probably using the concept of Israel being a plant of God (Psa 1:3; Isa 60:21).  Isaiah had also used the analogy against Israel because of their sins in a similar manner as here done by Jesus:
Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

But here Jesus is saying that these plants were not planted by the Father and any such will be rooted up.  He is thus telling them to not heed the teachings of people not “planted” by the Father.  God will make it clear later which “plant” is of Him and which is of Satan, much like the parable of the reapers studied last week.  

Jesus then amplifies the teaching to make it plain to them that the Pharisees and scribes do not speak for God.  Luke records a similar statement: Luke 6:39 And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? The Pharisees interpreted the scrolls in the synagogues, but that does not mean that they really understood them.  Paul wrote about the Pharisees as teachers who referred to themselves as guides to the blind:

Rom 2:19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,
Jesus was using their self-proclaimed title against them for if they had really understood the scrolls they had been explaining they would be following Him.  Since they rejected Him they reveal that they do not understand what they were teaching.  
Matt 15:15 And Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain the parable to us."

Matt 15:16 And He said, "Are you still lacking in understanding also?

As we see in the next verse, the parable to which Peter refers is that in verse 11.  Apparently, in order to better understand how the Pharisees were blind, Peter wanted to be sure that he understood the parable that shocked them so much.  Jesus was aghast that they did not yet have enough comprehension of reality to be able to understand the simple parable that He did not call a parable.  
Matt 15:17 "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?

Matt 15:18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.

Matt 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Matt 15:20 "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man."

Matthew’s list of the defiling things coming out of a man’s heart is shorter than that of Mark given above.  This explanation is similar to what my grandmother told me a long time ago: “You are what you think.”  Christianity is not a religion!  A Christian is someone who has been born again (born spiritually, or re-created into the image of God), given faith by God, and then can believe and trust.  This new person has had the veil removed so that he can read and understand the Word of God but, until that happens; the Bible is just another book.  The Pharisees only had the law including all the food laws (Lev 11; Deut 14) and thought that obeying all the laws made them pure.  They may have had a slight understanding that they could not obey the Ten Commandments completely, but they thought that they could do well regarding the food items and related commands (they could physically wash their hands).  Paul understood that the works of Jesus made it clear that the food laws were of no spiritual meaning:
Rom 14:14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.

Romans 14:15-17 For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. 16Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Paul made it clear that the food itself is not important but the weak conscience of a fellow believer should be important to us and we should respect it.  Jesus wanted the people to get beyond the worldly and address the true issue of the matter of the heart.

Matt 15:21 And Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon.

Jesus went away now to cities on the Mediterranean coast 30-40 miles from Galilee.  Jesus has now entered pagan territory.  Mark told us that previously some people from this region had come to see Jesus: Mark 3:8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude heard of all that He was doing and came to Him.  But it is unlikely that Jesus was well known in this pagan territory.  
Matt 15:22 And behold, a Canaanite woman came out from that region, and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed."

Matthew uses the word “behold” to probably emphasize what an incredible story is awaiting us.  It is unclear if Jesus actually went into the city for we are told that she came out of that region.  However, Mark tells us that Jesus went into a house so it was probably in a city: Mark7:24 And from there He arose and went away to the region of Tyre. And when He had entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice.  It is clear that this woman is not a Jew so, to the Jews, she would be unclean and not worthy to approach a Jewish Rabbi.  She was from a Greek region and a Greek by religion but not Greek by birth as stated by Mark: Mark 7:26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race. And she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  The use of the word “Lord” could just be a figure of respect rather than submission but she does call Him the Son of David, which reveals that she knew something about the Jewish religion and the promised Messiah who would heal the people.  She then asks Him to have mercy on her because her daughter was cruelly demon-possessed.  
Matt 15:23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came to Him and kept asking Him, saying, "Send her away, for she is shouting out after us."

Matt 15:24 But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

At first Jesus did not reply since He wanted to hear the disciples’ response to the situation.  They came to Jesus and insisted that He send her away, probably because they were annoyed at her cries for help.  They probably felt sorry for her and were meaning for Jesus to help her and then send her away since Jesus replied that He was not sent to help Gentiles.  Jesus had left the region of the Jews and warned the disciples about their teachers and now He was in a Gentile land and being asked to help one of them.  Of course Jesus knew that eventually all peoples would be included in His ministry:Matt 10:17-18 "But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their synagogues; 18and you shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.  He wanted her and His disciples to understand that the initial offering was to the Jews.
Matt 15:25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"
Matt 15:26 And He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs."

She did not easily give up because she was a mother with a suffering child.  He still wanted her to understand the order of priority of salvation to people of the earth.  The children are understood to be the Jews and the dogs are the Gentiles.  The food of the Jews is not first offered to the Gentiles.  This Greek word for “dogs” refers to wild mongrels that were hated and feared.
Matt 15:27 But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."
Matt 15:28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, your faith is great; be it done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed at once.

She demonstrates great wisdom and faith by her answer.  Matthew also uses another Greek word for “dogs” that refers to the mild pets that the Jews kept around their home.  She is not arguing that her particular case makes her an exception and she should be given the food of the masters so she is also showing great humility.  She does not say “This is not fair!” as some today might say.  She is asking the Lord for some uncovenanted mercies from God.  She is maintaining the historical distinction of God’s first choosing of Israel for the delivery of the Word of salvation but she perceives that grace may still be offered to lowly Gentiles – particularly among those who see themselves as indeed poor in spirit and mourning spiritually.  Paul also spoke of this duality in Romans 9-11.  When Jesus is quoted as saying “O woman”, this is an emotional response.  He marvels at the magnitude of her faith.  And since we know that saving faith is a gift of God (Rom 12:3), He would have recognized that the Father gave her this faith for the healing moment.  When Jesus said “be it done”, this was a command and her daughter was immediately healed as further revealed: Mark 7:30 And going back to her home, she found the child lying on the bed, the demon having departed. There is some historical evidence for the name of the woman to be Justa and for her daughter to be Berenice, but this is not certain.  
Matt 15:29 And departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up to the mountain, He was sitting there.

Matt 15:30 And great multitudes came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, dumb, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them,

Matt 15:31 so that the multitude marveled as they saw the dumb speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.

Jesus then left Tyre and Sidon but it is not clear where exactly He went.  The phrase “the God of Israel” makes us think that these were Gentiles.  If that is correct then probably the direction given by Mark is also applicable here as he puts Jesus in Gentile territory: Mark 7:31 And again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the region of Decapolis.  This great crowd brought many people to Him for healing.  The crowds were astounded to see the dumb speaking, the crippled restored, the lame walking, and the blind seeing.  Jesus is now reaching out to many Gentiles and below we read of how He fed this large crowd of people that were considered unclean by the Jews.  We now begin to see the spreading of mercy to the Gentiles.  
Matt 15:32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, "I feel compassion for the multitude, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way."

Matt 15:33 And the disciples said to Him, "Where would we get so many loaves in a desolate place to satisfy such a great multitude?"

This second miracle of feeding of a large number of people is also reported in Mark 8:1-10.  Some scholars think that this is a duplicate but that is certainly not true for there are many differences in the details.  Jesus had compassion for these people, some of whom had traveled a long distance to be with Him (Mark 8:3).  Why did the disciples not apply the experience from the first miraculous feeding to this instance?  One reason would be that this was a group of Gentiles and they would not have expected the same response given to the Jewish group.  Another reason might be from another report by John concerning some people who were just interested in the food : John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were filled.  They might not have wanted to compromise the healing miracles with just physical feeding, although miraculous also.  It is also important to remember that the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon the disciples and they still had a remarkable ability for misunderstanding.  Whatever the reason, Jesus proceeded to go about getting food for these people.  
Matt 15:34 And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a few small fish."

Matt 15:35 And He directed the multitude to sit down on the ground;

Matt 15:36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples in turn, to the multitudes.

Matt 15:37 And they all ate, and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full.

Matt 15:38 And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

Matt 15:39 And sending away the multitudes, He got into the boat, and came to the region of Magadan.

Here they were directed to sit on the ground whereas for the other feeding they sat on the grass and this tells us that the season was different during the two feedings.  The starting material and the number of baskets left over were different also from the first feeding.  The number of baskets being seven instead of twelve also points away from this being a Jewish crowd.  The entire crowd may have been about ten thousand people.  We are not told the location of Magadan but, since we will see that they get into a conflict with Pharisees and Sadducees, they are probably back on Jewish territory and probably on the western shore of Galilee.  
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