Lesson 1


Chapters 1—2 



Class Notes
Book was written to believing Jews to prove to them that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah/King.


Acts 17:2-3
reasoned with them from the Scriptures




explaining and




giving evidence 




Gospel—according to the Scriptures     1 Cor. 15:3-4

1:1
Jesus, the Messiah

John 1:41   
the Christ, the Anointed One


Son of David

God’s covenant with David



2 Samuel 7:8-13, 16

2 Chron. 13:5; 21:7; Psa. 89:3-4, 29



Isaiah 9:6-7


Jer. 23:5-6


Son of Abraham
God’s covenant with Abraham



Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6
Gal. 3:16

1:2-17

the Messiah’s genealogy 


Matthew gives us Jesus’ royal lineage to Joseph


Luke gives us Jesus’ legal lineage to Mary


Women included:
Tamar
Gen. 38:1-30





Rahab
Josh. 2:1-14; 6:22-25





Ruth
Ruth 1:1-4; 4:13-22





Bathsheba  2 Sam. 11:3-5, 26-27; 2 Sam. 12:24


Curse on Jeconiah
Jer. 22:18-30
last king of Judah before exile to Babylon





Did evil in God’s sight.  No descendants.





Shealtiel had legal claim to the throne.






His descendants produced two lines:  to Mary and to Joseph





The next anointed King would be Jesus!


Three definite divisions:
Abraham to David ….






David to the exile . . .






The exile to the Messiah 
v. 17

1:18-25
Jesus’ birth

Luke 2:1-20



God With Us

John 1:14; Ex. 13:21-22; 40:34-38



Virgin birth

Romans 5:12, 17-19;     6:23






Heb.2:9, 14-17;     Phil 2:5-8






John 1:29;     Heb. 10:4, 10-14

2:1-12

The wise men and the wicked king


The wise men

came from the east (probably Persia)





were Gentiles





were astrologers, scientists, prominent in their culture





were probably Persian priests, but pagans (moon/stars worship)





were seeking the “King of the Jews”, wanted to worship Him


Herod the Great
appointed to office by Mark Anthony (of Cleopatra fame)





his authority was enlarged by Augustus Caesar





refurbished and enhanced the Temple in Jerusalem




was troubled that his throne might be in danger.




consulted with Jewish leaders (chief priests and scribes)
v. 3-4


The Jewish leaders told Herod that this promised Messiah would be both a ruler and a shepherd





Micah 5:2, 4,   Psalm 23,    John 10:10-16


Herod 

secretly called the magi, inquiring about time and place of the star.




lied about his motives.   v. 8


The wise men 

continued to follow the star





rejoiced with great joy (not intimidated by Herod)





found the Child in Bethlehem in a house (not a stable)  





fell down and worshipped Him





brought Him gifts




v. 8-11



Gold:

the metal of kings

Jesus is the True King



Frankincense:

used by priests in temple worship






Mixed with oil to anoint priests for services






Offered by the people as thanksgiving/praise offerings







Never missed with sin offerings







Jesus without sin  John 8:46; 8:29






Jesus is the Perfect High Priest



Myrrh:

used in embalming; spoke of Jesus’ death  
(an odd baby gift!)





Nicodemus took to Jesus’ grave      John 19:39





Often used as a mild anesthetic, but refused by Jesus;   Mark 15:23






Jesus willing to bear all suffering His death entailed





Jesus is the Perfect Sacrifice, the Supreme and Only Savior


So, how wise were the wise men?




Wise enough to seek Jesus!




Wise enough to ask for directions!




Wise enough to worship Him!

Wise men still seek Jesus!!!

2:13-18
The family’s flight to Egypt

How did God communicate with Joseph?

1:20; 2:12, 13, 19, 22


What was Joseph’s reaction?



v. 14-15


Herod was 

deceived and enraged







revealed himself as a murderer at heart



Bethlehem had about 1,000 residents; therefore probably about 12 children under 2 years.



History tell us that Herod also killed 
Mariamni, his favorite wife







   
Strangled her 2 sons








Executed his son 









Antipater to keep him off the throne



Type of Satan:

John 8:42-44


Two OT quotes:
v. 15
Hosea 11:1
reference to salvation of Israel from slavery in









Egypt





v. 18
Jer. 31:15
tears for those being carried into exile



Jer. 31:1
God would continue to be their God, even in exile.




Jer. 31:2 
Those surviving the exile would experience God’s favor.



Jer. 31:3`
God’s love in an everlasting love.



Hosea 11:15-16
Restrain from weeping for God will restore the people to the land.



Instead of looking back in sorrow, they should look forward in hope.



This relates to the divisions in the genealogy in Ch. 1



From the exile to the Messiah is true exile – there was no King for Israel

2:18-23
The return from Egypt

Who had died?    Both Herod and those who sought the Child’s death!  v. 19-20



Herod’s two sons divided his former jurisdiction:




Archelaus reigned in Judah.
4-6 B.C.

v. 22




Herod Antipas reigned in Galilee   4-39 B.C.

(see Chart).



Archelaus was known to be as ruthless as his father, but Herod Antipas was less so.


So Joseph took his family and settled in Nazareth, a safer place where Herod Antipas ruled.   



“Podunk” Isa. 53:3; John 1:46



See Luke 2:4

Two great truths from these chapters:


-
The sovereignty of God—even over the smallest details.


-
The necessity of confessing Jesus as King and Savior

Psalm 2

