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v.1-2	Famines were frequent and of varying duration.  Some causes were weather (no seasonal rain, 	heat, scorching wind), rotting seed or mildew, enemy devastation.   From a religious perspective, 	a supernatural power was seen as the source of either well-being or distress.  When things went 	well, the "god" was to be shown gratitude; when things did not go well, the god was angry and 	must be appeased in some way.  David's word from the LORD was that the famine was a 	consequence of Saul's breaking the covenant with non-Israelite Gibeonites which had been made 	by Joshua.  Joshua 9:15; 10:3-14  These Gibeonites were Amorites, pagans, whose forms of 	worship were strictly forbidden by God.  Ex. 20:3; Deut. 6:14-15
v. 3-4	David approached the Gibeonites in an effort to make restitution for the wrong so that they 	would bless (not hold a grudge, forgive) Israel, the inheritance of the LORD.    Ex. 22:1-15  	Restitution would have been monetary in nature since Saul was already dead and could not be 	brought to justice.  However, the Gibeonites would not accept money.  Conquered nations were 	not allowed to bring capital punishment, only the ruling nations as was true under the Romans.  	David's response was to do what the Gibeonites said -- not seeking what God would say.
v. 5-6  The Gibeonites accused Saul of genocide, and demanded that seven of Saul's sons be turned over 	to them to be executed by them before the LORD.  Pagans are often pantheistic, worshiping 	many gods, and it was of no consequence to them to worship Israel's God among all the others.  	Since David had declared that it was his God who had brought the famine because of Saul, the 	sacrifice had to be made to David's God for appeasement.   And David agreed.  Human sacrifice 	has been practiced throughout history and is specifically forbidden by God.  
	Molech was worshiped by Canaanites by throwing infants and children into a fire.  Lev. 18:21; 	Lev. 20:1-5; 2 Kings 23:10; 2 Chron. 28:2-3.  Also, the LORD holds individuals accountable for 	their own sins, and sons cannot be punished for the sins of their fathers.  Deut. 24:16; Ezek18:20; 	Jer. 31:30  God provided an animal substitute for the sacrifice instead of Isaac.  Gen. 22  Jesus is 	the ONLY human sacrifice acceptable to God.  Personal revenge is also forbidden.  Deut. 32:35; 	Rom. 12:10
v. 7-9	Although Saul had not honored Israel's covenant, David continued to honor his covenant with 	Jonathan and spared Saul's son Mephibosheth.  David chose seven grandsons of Saul to meet the 	Gibeonites' demand:  two sons of Rizpah, daughter of Saul's concubine Aiah, and five sons of 	Merah, Saul's daughter, and Barzillai (not David's ally from 2 Sam. 19:31ff ).  Merah is not 	Michal since Michal had no children.  Rizpah's two sons were Amoni and Mephibosheth (not 	Jonathan's son). This execution was to occur on a high place in Gibeon as an act of worship 	before the LORD.  The seven were hanged at the same time, and this occurred in April near the 	time of Passover when Israel celebrated the mercy of God in passing over their sons as they 	prepared to leave Egypt.
v. 10-14  Rizpah mourned and guarded the bodies of Saul's grandsons from carnivorous birds and beasts 	from their execution until it rained.  No definite time period is given.  David was moved by her 	sorrow, and he brought the bones of Saul and Jonathan (and probably Saul's other two sons as 	well) from Jabesh-gilead back to Saul's tribal land for an honorable burial.  The Scripture states 	that God was moved by prayer for the land. If God were moved by the human sacrifice, then 	works, and not grace, would have brought relief.  God commands how He is to be honored and 	worshiped.  The church must be careful not to incorporate pagan practices into church doctrine 	or practices.  God's discipline leads to repentance, and repentance brings forgiveness. 1 John 1:9

