Lesson 6

Class Notes

Genesis 3-5

October 25, 2010
Review
Last week we examined God’s judgment and blessings following the first sin.


Sin brings guilt and shame.




Sinful man does not seek God.




Man tries to blame someone else for his sin.




Each person is individually accountable for his/her own sin.



God judged the serpent to be the lowest of all the animals






  to continued enmity between him, his seed and







the woman and her seed





              to a fatal wound from her seed, 







although he would bruise her seed on the heel




In this judgment is the protoevangeleum      Gen. 3:15



God’s judgment for the woman included painful childbirth and




her desire to be over her husband, but he would rule over her



God’s judgment for Adam included God’s curse on the ground,




that he would sweat to eat all his life and




that he would indeed die—spiritually, mentally, and physically



The source of sin is an evil heart.



In salvation, God gives all those who are His a new heart.



This is accomplished through the sinless life and substitutional death of Jesus.



While in Adam all die, all those in Christ will live.

Until Gen. 3:20, Adam’s helper is called “the woman”.  Now Adam gives her a name:  Eve

Gen. 3:21 is the first demonstration of substitutionary atonement—an animal, which could not sin, died physically in the place of Adam and Eve (both were clothed).  This gave Adam temporary respite from physical death and promised him eternal redemption through One who would make the actual sacrifice.
The atonement was made specifically for Adam and Eve.  All atonement is specific for those who are redeemed by the one and only Redeemer who was promised in Gen. 3:15.  The Bible does not teach universal atonement.  Everyone believes that atonement is limited—either in scope or effectiveness.  In scope—that Jesus’ death atoned only for those who would be saved, or in effectiveness—that if Jesus’ death atoned for all mankind, then His death had limited effectiveness since all are not saved.

This demonstration of atonement was practiced until Jesus made the final sacrifice.

Abel sacrificed from his flock:




Gen. 4:4

Abraham sacrificed his son, his only son whom he loved.

Gen. 22:1-4

The Israelites observed the Day of Atonement


Lev. 16:20-22, 29-30

Sacrifices were made when the Temple was dedicated

1 Kings 8:61-62

Jesus is the fully satisfying, once-for-all sacrifice


Heb. 10:1-14
God’s next act was one of protection:    Gen. 3:22-24

Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden, and access was denied for them and all succeeding generations.  Eternal life now was available ONLY through the Redeemer to come.

1 Cor. 15:1-4

the gospel message

1 Cor. 15:55-47
victory over death

Rom. 5:8-10

Christ’s death saved all who are His from God’s wrath

John 5:24-25

In Christ we have passed out of death into life

John 6:48-51

Jesus is the bread of life

John 17:1-3

Jesus, and only Jesus, gives eternal life

Angels are God’s servants, created beings who attend His throne and do His bidding.  

Angels are messengers, warriors, guides, protectors . . .

All angels are adult males . . . . not women or babies or animals.

God set cherubim to guard the way to the tree of life.  Let’s see what else Scripture says about them.

Ex. 25:16-22

cherubim of gold hammered work adorned the ark of the covenant




on the mercy seat, which represented the throne of God in the




Holy of Holies of the tabernacle.

1 Kings 6:23-35
Huge carved and gold covered cherubim in the inner sanctuary



which reached from wall to wall.  Cherubim were carved on the doors




to the nave.

Scripture says that not only the cherubim guarded the way but also “the flaming sword which turned every direction.”  Cherubim is plural and sword is singular.  We can only imagine!

Ezek. 28:14 tells us that Satan was a cherub.
Other angelic beings:

Seraphim

Isa. 6:1-7

calling out “Holy, Holy, Holy”

Living beings

Rev. 4:5-9

calling out “Holy, Holy, Holy”




Ezek. 1:4-28

especially v. 5, 14, 22-24

The tree of life is not mentioned again until it is present in the New Jerusalem.  Rev. 22:1-2, 14

Until then, the only access to eternal life is in Jesus!

Gen. 4:1-15
Cain and Abel
Cain was the firstborn of Adam and Eve.  From Eve’s announcement, it seems that she assumed that the first child after the first sin would bring redemption.  God’s plan would take 4,000 years!  

Abel was a shepherd (4:2) and Abel brought from his flock for sacrifice (worship).  The LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering.  Abel’s offering was repeating the act of God Himself and therefore was acceptable to God.  God always establishes acceptable worship patterns.  Gen. 3:21 does not tell us what animal shed blood (died) so that the appropriate covering was made, but throughout Scripture a lamb has dominated the list of sacrificial animals.

John 1:29

Jesus is the Lamb of God

1 Pet. 1:17-19

the blood of Christ is the precious blood of unblemished lamb

Rev. 5:12-14

Worthy is the Lamb

Rev. 12:10-11

saints overcame by the blood of the Lamb

Rev. 22:3-5

The Lamb will reign forever

Also, Abel’s offering and Abel were acceptable to God.  God had shed blood to atone for sin, and maintaining that “shadow” of a future sacrifice was essential as the protoevangeleum was repeated.  All the Bible and all of human history is about Gen. 3:15!

So Abel was a prophet (Luke 11:49-51) and he was righteous (Heb. 11:4).

Now let’s look at what was wrong with Cain and his sacrifice.
Gen. 4:3
Cain’s worship:
an offering from the fruit of the ground




The ground was cursed 


Gen. 3:17




That curse was recognized even until Noah
Gen. 5:29




No shed blood, no forgiveness

Heb. 9:22

God’s reaction:
Gen. 4:5-7




God had no regard for Cain or his offering
regard/compassion/grace




Demonstrates God’s sovereignty in grace.

Cain’s reaction:
anger!   And his countenance fell (the expression on his face).




Why was Cain angry?  Adam and Eve felt guilt and shame.




2 Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:19-21; James 3:14-15         —jealousy and anger 




Rebellion expresses itself in anger; conviction in guilt and shame.

God’s merciful offer:
If you do well . . . . . face will reflect what is inside; but




If you do not do well . . . it will only get worse!




There is a battle to be waged against sin.

Cain’s anger expressed itself against Abel.  Gen. 4:8

God asked a question?

Where is Abel?

Cain’s sin increased as he lied:
I do not know.  Am I my brother’s keeper?

God asked:



What have you done?      (not looking for information)



The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground.




Sacrificial blood was never poured on the ground (which was cursed).




Sacrificial blood was sprinkled on the altar.

What else do we know about Cain and his offering?


1 John 3:11-12      Cain was evil and killed his brother




      Cain’s deeds (offering) were evil and Abel’s was righteous.


Jude 1:5, 10-11     Unbelievers go the way of Cain, worshipping God in their own way.




      Balaam’s rebellion, Numbers 22; Korah’s rebellion, Numbers 16
So Cain was cursed by God.
From the ground—which had received the blood of Abel





Would no longer yield to benefit Cain





He would be a vagrant and wanderer (nomad)

Cain’s appeal:

Punishment is too great.
Gen. 4:13-14




Cain knew that he would no longer receive God’s blessings or protection.




Just as Adam and Eve were driven from the garden, Cain was driven out.

God shows mercy:
God promised justice against anyone who would kill Cain.




What Cain thought was a “blessing” only ensured that Cain’s




punishment would endure.

Notice:

Cain never repented.



Cain feared only for his life and not acceptance by God.

There are only two kinds of religion:

works

or
     grace

Those who are saved are made righteous by the gracious act of God and by His grace alone.

Salvation is NEVER earned by works.  Eph. 2:8-9

Do not go the way of Cain!
