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 “Discernment”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Last week we discussed being in tune with God and that certainly means that our definitions must be Biblical and consistent among all the people teaching the Gospel message. God hates false messages: 
· Psa 119:104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. 
· Jer 23:32  "Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams," declares the LORD, "and related them and led My people astray by their falsehoods and reckless boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do they furnish this people the slightest benefit," declares the LORD.
Jesus warned of false prophets:
· Mat 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
· Mat 24:11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.
· Mat 24:24 "For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.
· Mar 13:21-23 "And then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ'; or, 'Behold, He is there'; do not believe him;  (22)  for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect.  (23)  "But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance.
Paul also had to deal with people giving messages that were not in tune with God such as:
· 2Cor 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  (14)  No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  (15)  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
· 2Co 11:26  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;
· Gal 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.
· 2Th 2:9-12  that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,  (10)  and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  (11)  For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,  (12)  in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
Peter also warned the church of false teachers such as:
2Pe 2:1-3 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  (2)  Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  (3)  and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
Paul was concerned that they might be misled by the false teachers and commit spiritual adultery.  
2Cor 11:3-4 But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.
The original spiritual adultery occurred in the Garden of Eden as Eve was deceived by Satan:
Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.
False teachers always follow the pattern laid out by Satan as they first portrayed the truth as error and then presented error as truth.  The people had already shown a tendency to being deceived as they had already accepted somewhat the teaching of another Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel.  Today there are many teachings about Jesus being a great prophet but not the Son of God as taught by the Muslims and others.  The Mormons also teach another Jesus than the One of the Bible.  Teaching of spiritual things apart from the Biblical meaning is also very common today by New Age philosophers and others.  A gospel that teaches salvation by any means other than totally by faith and apart from any works is also very prevalent today.  Saying that one must accept Jesus as Lord is works as is saying that one must pray some particular prayer before one is saved are also works.  Paul speaks with considerable sarcasm that they bore 
1Tim 4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

Lack of discernment is a major problem in the church:
Eph 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

We must always practice discernment and only listen to those in tune with God: 
1Jn 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
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