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 “Be In Tune With God”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

We are children of God because He chose us, had Jesus die for our sins, and put the perfect acts of Jesus into our account before Him. But that is just the start! When you attend an orchestra presentation you first note that the first-chair violinist stands and plays a note. The rest of the orchestra then plays the same note and maybe adjusts their instrument so that they are in tune with the lead violinist. The reason for this pre-performance is so that all of the instruments are in tune and the presentations will be as intended. If even one of the instruments is not in tune the performance will be unpleasant and not as intended. Prayer and walking with the Lord in the world is very similar to this tuning. To pray properly we must be in tune with the Lord and to walk in the world as a child of God we also must be in tune with Him. This “tuning” is part of our sanctification and what is meant by the following:
· Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
· 2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Romans 12:2 is indeed the key to being in tune with God and to living as a spiritual sacrifice to God.  Remember that this is also the way we perform our spiritual service of worship of God.  What we think, what we allow ourselves to see, what we allow ourselves to hear, what we speak, and where we go are all guided by whether we are in tune with God or the world.  The world wants us to be conformed to those items it lifts to us in constant bombardment:  happiness, self-fulfillment, and many items that are in total opposition to the teaching of God.  People seek to look younger by various means and by considerable expenditures, which is saying that they are not satisfied with the way that God designed them to look.  People want to be liked by other people so they try to be as television teaches them since those “people” are popular in the TV programs.   Really much of what people do in their world is trying to act out some movie or TV personalities that seem so wonderful.  We are not called to live outside of the world but we are called to live a sacrificial life of holiness that proves to the world the will of God.  Here we see what the will of God for His people is: “that which is good and acceptable and perfect”.  Of course the standard for “good”, “acceptable”, and “perfect” is what the Bible teaches us concerning our actions and thoughts.  
 
What is our motivation for living such a life?  We go back to Rom 12:1 and see that all that is acceptable to God for us is because of the mercies of God.  Our motivation is very simple and that should be our genuine heart-felt gratitude to God for having such wonderful mercy on us.  Stop now and think about how you were before God acted to give you faith, to raise you from the spiritual dead, to take away all of your sin, and to give you the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Now think about what God did for you entirely out of mercy.  What is your reaction to those thoughts?  Humbleness and gratitude should be driving forces in our minds to give us all the motivation we need to live a life of holiness in all that we do.  Every time we act in ways counter to God’s way should fill us with shame and drive us to repentance and restitution.  
 
Every day we should spend some time thinking of how we spent our time and how much of that time was spent in the transformation of our minds and how much was spent in conformation to the ways of the world.  The word for transformation is the same as used of the metamorphosis involved in the development of the butterfly.  As we fill our minds with the Word of God and act out that Word in our daily lives, we will witness a transformation in ourselves that is truly a miracle of God.  
 
We live in a mindless world, a world where there are murky standards for right and wrong, a world where secularism rules.  We are all secular meaning that we live in the world.  But when we add “ism” to the word, the meaning is very different.  Secularism is a religion involving humanism and a belief that what we see is all that exists.  Secularism is the world of the cockroach, meaning that we live, we die, and that is all that there is.  Carl Sagan was one of the main icons of secularism and many people were misled by his “Cosmos” shows on TV.  He clearly proclaimed there that what we see is all there is.  Of course Darwinism is part of humanism.  I say that we live in a mindless world because we seldom are witnesses to anyone actually voicing some clear thinking about almost anything.  I read about people who say that theories are facts.  There are many people who believe someone saying such ridiculous words when that person has no training in science. Our newspapers are full of irrational sayings and there seems no voice to help anyone who might be so audacious as to begin to think that what they read or saw on TV or on the web might actually be wrong.  
 
The world does not want to really think about itself, but it only wants to be entertained until death.  So many churches are changing to be “seeker friendly” that even God’s truth is not fully discussed during the “worship service”.  Praise the Lord for a pastor who has a good grasp of what it means to gather as God’s people to really worship Him as a group.  There have been several excellent books written about peoples’ concerns about the world not thinking clearly.  Two such books are John R. W. Stott, “Your Mind Matters”, InterVarsity Press, 1972 and Harry Blamires, “The Christian Mind”, Servant Publications, 1978.  Every Christian should read these books and give them some serious consideration.  Blamires’ first sentence is “There is no longer any Christian mind.”  He means that the people leading our societies have given over to Secularism as the basis for their thoughts. Much of the apostle Paul’s writings encourage us to use our minds and to know “true knowledge”.  God is emphasizing to us the importance of using Biblically-based thinking in all that we do.  However it is so much easier to just follow the world. 
 
I am not optimistic about the world’s chances of success because it is firmly rooted in the error of secularism.  One day God also will tire of dealing with humankind and this world will all come to an end.  That end will also glorify God.  So go forward each day with a determination to not be molded by the mindless world but to be molded by the very Word of God as we apply it to our lives.  Glory to God!
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