Living Theology Friends1713
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leon L. Combs B.S., M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
July 30, 2017
 “Christians?”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
We all need to be very careful about using statistics since many surveys are not scientific and there is always a tendency to use them to make the point we desire. I always try to use results from reliable sources such as PEW, Gallup, and other reputable organizations, but they also can be somewhat in error or misinterpreted. The statistics quoted in my previous letter could be in error but using reasonable error limits they still paint a problematic situation regarding the status of Christianity in America. A very detailed survey was done by the PEW Forum on Religion and Public Life in February of 2008, and most of my previous data conform to their results. A 2010 religious survey by PEW can be read at http://religions.pewforum.org/. It is very detailed and I strongly recommend reading it although it will take some time to go through it all. 

We can now consider the Biblical definitions of a person becoming a Christian.  I will start with a point that is true of every Christian. The first action for a person to become a redeemed person before God is done totally by God (a monergistic action) and this is called justification or instantaneous sanctification as the sinner is transformed into a saint before God based solely upon Jesus Christ having taken the wrath of God for the sins of that person. The person is transformed into a holy temple before God and the Holy Spirit immediately occupies that temple. A true Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor 6:16; John 14:16-17) and He brings spiritual life to the person. The person became a spiritual person whereas before he was only physical and so required a second birth (John 3:3, 7; 1 Peter 1:3, 23).  Life has a new center or reference point from which to view all things and from that point the Christian will attempt to see all he experiences from God’s perspective. 

The signs below are not to be considered “written in stone”, or to occur in a specific order, but certainly all five signs must be present in a Christian. The first sign of true conversion having occurred is a conviction that Jesus is the Son Of God. Jesus was delivered to the Cross for our transgressions and He was raised from the dead because of our justification: “He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.” (Rom 4:25). He suffered the wrath of God for our transgressions so that we then are sinless and with the righteousness of Jesus before God:
· 2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.
· Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Christians have a great reverence and love for Jesus because He showed such great love for them. The second sign of true conversion is a hatred of sin because a Christian realizes how evil his actions and thoughts are before Holy God. He is fearful of doing such sins because of his great love for God and driving desire to please Him. The third sign is a heightened love for truth and things of God. Redeemed people realize the source of all truth is God and the short life here is just a beginning of an eternal existence before God (Eph 5:13-16).  The fourth sign is a profound love of the Bible as the only source of a growing understanding of the character of Holy God. A Christian wants to know more of God so as to gain His perspective on all things and so he can act more in accord with His character. The fifth sign is a true love for fellow Christians because saved people possess the Holy Spirit linking them to others also indwelt by Him (1 John 4:7; 12:13; Gal 6:10; 2 Cor 8; Titus 2; 1 Cor 13; Gal 3:27; 1 John 4:11; 5). I am sure that you can add other signs but these surely must all be present in a redeemed person. 

The process of working out that salvation so that a Christian more clearly and instantly pleases God in all that he does and thinks is called progressive sanctification. To be sanctified is to be set apart for some purpose and for the Christian that purpose is to represent Jesus Christ in all areas of existence. Instantaneous sanctification sets the person apart before God so that the person can come before His throne boldly at any time:
Heb 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Progressive sanctification is the process that occurs throughout the life of a Christian as every aspect of his being is transformed into conformity with the sinless life of Jesus Christ. My justification occurred the fall of 1970 and my progressive sanctification has been in progress continually since that time. This is not a painless transition for there is much in the old sin nature of a Christian that needs healing and transforming. God disciplines a Christian when he sins and the person then repents of the sin. Sometimes the sin nature is deeply entrenched and a cycle of sinning and repenting must occur until the person is thoroughly changed regarding that particular sin. However a true Christian will not continually practice sin any more than a person will continually put his hand into a fire. If a person is only a Christian In Name Only (CINO) he is not indwelt with the Holy Spirit so his conviction regarding sin is only from his particular conscience and there will come a time when he will no longer submit to a life devoted to God and may leave the congregation: “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.” (1 John 2:19)

Because a Christian has been justified before God and indwelt with the Holy Spirit, it is now possible for the person to not sin: “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). This sinless state should be the goal of every Christian but such is not likely. Only two known people have been in such a state that they could be taken directly to God: Enoch (Gen 5:24) and Elijah (2 Kings 2:11).  We might then say that the odds are two out of countless billions! But just as an athlete sets impossible goals to achieve what was previously unattainable for him, a Christian should also set the goal of sinlessness in life. God disciplines His children and only Satan condemns them, so walk confidently and carefully. As John stated, when we do sin we have our Advocate, Jesus Christ, the righteous, to intervene for us before the Father. You should then have confidence in the Day of Judgment “because as He is, so also are we in the world” (1 John 2:17). 
