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 “Christians in Name Only”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

The statistics in the last letter concerning Christians In Name Only (CINO) certainly reveal that there is a problem concerning the actions of people claiming to be Christians. However it is possible that rather than being CINO’s the people whose actions mimic the world’s morality rather than Christian ethics are really redeemed people who have not been taught properly. 

Paul wrote of people who were not maturing as Christians: “I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?” (1Cor 3:2-3 NASB)
Paul writes that initially he gave them milk just as a mother gives milk to the newborn infants and not pizza. The human digestive system is not suited for solid food until later in his physical development. Similarly a person who has initially been born again is not yet ready to receive some of the deeper concepts of the spiritual world. After being converted for some time, a Christian should be progressing spiritually and be ready for deeper spiritual matters. Paul is contrasting their current spiritual state with their initial spiritual state and he is upset at the lack of progress the people have made. He says that they are still fleshly and he makes that diagnosis based upon their behavior. In verse one he used the Greek word “sarkinos” but in verse 3 he uses the Greek word “sarkikos”. Sarkinos infers “made of” something like saying the statue is made of stone, but the “ikos” ending means “to be characterized by”. Using the word sarkinos means that the person cannot help but act in some manner but the word sarkikos means that he can avoid acting in some manner but he acts that way in spite of being able to act correctly. These people initially were behaving as worldly people because that is all that they were. But after their conversion and the passing of some time, they should have been able to act spiritually but they were still acting like worldly people.  

The writer of Hebrews also wrote of infant Christians: 
Heb 5:11-14 NASB “Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” 

The “him” in verse 11 is probably Melchizedek. The reason that the author cannot expand upon the High Priesthood of Jesus and its similarity to Melchizedek is because of the immaturity of the people to whom he is writing. If someone is described as “dull of hearing” it does not mean a physical problem of hearing but a mental problem of not being able to assimilate the information. We continue to see Paul’s concern for the spiritual state of his readers for he perceives that they might be slipping into a state of apostasy that would mean that they were really not saved people. Hearing and studying the Word of God should result in a person becoming more mature in his understanding of the things of God. Studying the Word of God should result in a fundamental change in his spiritual state and a change in his actions and thoughts. Paul elaborated on this process: “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:1-2) A study of the Word of God should result in a person’s mind being renewed and thus his being transformed to be more like Christ. Peter also stated this similarly: “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”(1Peter 3:15)

A person can spend much time going to church, attending Christian conferences, going to Bible studies and still not be spiritually different from the person who never does any of those things. Needing someone to teach them the elementary principles (Heb 5:12) renders the Greek that literally means the “ABC of the beginnings”. Often I have been teaching chemistry to the same people for a semester and then receive a question from one of the students demonstrating that he never grasped the beginning concepts. Christianity is like a science in that first one has to grasp the fundamentals before they can be applied to other concepts. A simple example is faith. If a person does not understand that faith is a gift of God (the enabling power of God) rather than literally meaning trust that is generated entirely by the person, then he cannot understand other concepts built upon the meaning of faith such as that people who genuinely have received salvation cannot lose it. Peter also wrote about new Christians who should desire the pure milk of the word and then grow more regarding salvation: “Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.” (1Peter 2:1-3 NASB). 

The analogy of Heb 5:14 is to the athlete whose performance continues to improve as he practices properly. It seems that there are either very few Christians in the USA today or that most of them are very immature because of all the false teaching in churches that people flock to attend. For example, prosperity theology is very appealing to those who are immature in Christianity but it is easily seen to be a false teaching when people have their spiritual senses trained to discern good and evil. A truly redeemed person should eventually come to a mature state so that he would have to leave a congregation where the preacher continually preached false doctrines. Peter warned of false teachers (2 Peter 2:1-3) as did Paul (2 Cor 11:4; 11:13; 11:26). Today we hear of people praising some particular preacher rather than praising Jesus, and that is a danger sign. Even the Holy Spirit never sought praise for Himself but always passed the glory to Jesus. Churches need great preachers who should not be worshiped and who should always give glory to Jesus. The author of Hebrews was concerned that some of these people who are so immature are perhaps not even Christians. That is also my concern. Certainly there is something wrong with Christianity in our country. Next week we will examine some concepts that a redeemed person should exhibit. 
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