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 “Christians in Name Only”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
In this letter the topic introduced at the end of the previous letter (the Christian in Name Only, or CINO) is further discussed. Pronouncing CINO as “see no” is appropriate for such people are natural people rather than spiritual people and so are not capable of understanding or seeing the truth: “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” (1Cor 2:14)  The Bible discusses the redeemed and the unredeemed as well as a third group usually referred to as the nominal Christian. Nominal refers to “name” so this category consists of people who claim to be Christians but actually are not redeemed. The Bible discusses many times people professing a faith they did not have. Jesus referred to such people in the parable of the sower (Matt 13:1-23) with four categories of people and only one of them being truly redeemed. Also in Rev 3:16 we see that the Lord will spew the lukewarm people from His mouth. 

The nominal Christian does not have to prioritize his life around the Bible. The CINO can consider going to a Sunday night worship service as merely duty. The CINO can consider some of the Biblical statements about homosexuality, gay marriage, and sex outside of marriage as some standards that are no longer applicable since he is free to consider that societal standards have changed in the last 2000 years. The true Christian will occasionally sin but will repent when confronted by the Holy Spirit. The CINO will not be confronted by the Holy Spirit for He does not dwell in him. The CINO will purposely sin when such suits him better than obeying God. A proverb warns us of the nominal Christian:  “There is a kind who is pure in his own eyes, yet is not washed from his filthiness.” (Prov 30:12) The early church had problems with nominal Christians. Paul wrote Titus to be aware of false professors: “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.” (Tit 1:16) Paul also wrote of other interactions he had with false brethren:
2Cor 11:26 NASB  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;
Gal 2:4 NASB  But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) knew of this kind of self-delusion in the Lutheran Church in Germany that he called “cheap grace”[footnoteRef:1]. Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) also lamented the preponderance of nominal Christians and stated: “Never were there so many millions of nominal Christians on earth as there are today and never was there such a small percentage of real ones…”[footnoteRef:2]  Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) dealt with nominal Christianity as discussed in a recent book[footnoteRef:3]. Edwards dealt with nominal Christianity throughout his pastoral career and gave many sermons and writings on the topic. In the almost 300 years since his career ended, the problem has intensified throughout the world.  [1:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1966), 47.]  [2:  Arthur W. Pink, An Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1969), 377-78.]  [3:  Owen Strachan and Douglas Sweeney, Jonathan Edwards on True Christianity (Moody Publishers, 2010).] 


Some of these people are self-deceived and that is terrifying. Jesus taught:

Matt 7:21-23 NASB “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.”

Jesus said that only those who do the will of the Father in heaven will enter the kingdom of heaven and the standard for such obedience must be the Bible. As seen from Matt 7:21-23, it is possible to call Him Lord, Lord so as to have proper doctrine about who Jesus is and a proper understanding of the Gospel and still not be redeemed. The demons believe but are not saved (James 2:19). It is possible to have many good works by prophesying in His name, casting out demons, and performing many miracles and still not be redeemed. To be redeemed one must be known by Jesus rather than just knowing Him. Good works are a requirement of true faith as Jesus stated in Matt 7:21 and as discussed by James.  But the works must result from God having caused a person to be born again and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Many cases are presented in Scripture of people who were pretenders or self-deceived (1 John 1: 6-7; 1 John 2:4-6).

Although nobody can see the heart of anyone else, fruits can be examined to see if actions reflect professions of faith. Surveys by D. Michael Lindsay and George Gallup of people claiming to be born again reveal some terrifying statistics: 33% hold a pro-choice stance on abortion, 26 % believe in astrology, and 20% believe in reincarnation. In a book by George Barna, he found that only 40% of this group claim to read the Bible on a weekly basis but spend only an average of one hour each week on Bible reading. Those surveys also show that 52% of evangelicals reject the concept of original sin and 68% do not believe in absolutes in truth or morality. The greatest “sin” to people in the postmodern world is to be judgmental such as professing a belief in absolute truth and morality. Some of the most discouraging data relate to the personal lives of pastors[footnoteRef:4] with 37% of them stating that pornography is a current struggle.  Of pastors who visited a porn site, 53% report that they had visited such sites a few times in the past year and 18% visit them between a couple of times a month and more than once a week. Therefore the data indicates that many of the people professing to be Christians are not known by Jesus Christ and will be told to depart from Him (Matt 7:23). [4:  www.safe-families.org ] 


Today there certainly are people who seem to profess Jesus as their Lord but when times become a little tough for them they leave.  John tells us about them: “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.”(1 John 2:19). Make sure now that you are indeed known by Jesus, that you are grounded in His word, and that you are a living testimony of faith in Him. 
