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 “The Rapture”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
 The topics millennium, tribulation, and the rapture are called minor doctrines.  We can continue to have Christian fellowship with people who differ in their understanding of those topics. Major doctrines include the virgin birth, the physical death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  People who differ on those topics cannot enjoy Christian fellowship. Last week we examined the millennium and today we will discuss the rapture. Next week we will discuss the tribulation if the Lord so wills. Some authors use the Scriptures below as proof for a rapture of the church to occur before the “Tribulation” period. 
1 Thess. 4:13-15 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.
Paul uses the word “asleep” to mean those people who have already died. In the non-Christian world death indeed is the great enemy. However, for a Christian there is assurance of life after physical death. Here Paul informs Christian readers that those who died after being spiritually born again will be physically raised and their souls will return with Jesus at His second coming. He also assures readers that if Jesus comes back while they are still alive that God’s children who died earlier will physically arise and then those who have been born again also will be joined with Jesus in a glorified body. The rest of the world has no hope for anything so wonderful to happen to them. Those who die without being born again into the kingdom of God will face eternal and continuous wrath from God as punishment for their sins before Him: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”(John 3:36) When any Christian dies his soul is immediately with the Lord: “we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”(2 Cor. 5:8)
One also needs to have a clear understanding concerning what is meant by being with the Lord in regard to one’s physical body and soul. The body remains when someone ceases to function biologically (physical death). But the above verse (2 Cor 5:8) states that Christians are absent from the body when they are physically dead, and their soul is immediately at home with the Lord. That indeed is wonderful news for the children of God! Paul completes this section of his writing with a great assurance for all Christians. 
1 Thess. 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul is talking about the Parousia or the second coming of our Lord. The Jewish tradition speaks of seven archangels as listed in 1 Enoch 20:1-7. The trumpet of God might refer back to Isa 27:13 It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem. Raising the bodies of the dead refers to those children of God who had died before the second coming of Jesus. These people would be honored first by raising their glorified bodies. After the rising of these dead saints, Christians who are alive would be transformed into their glorified bodies to meet all the saints and Jesus in the air. Then all God’s people would be together with Him forever! 
In the two thousand years since Paul wrote these verses many Christians have died. Many today still wait for that second coming and know that they will be with Jesus when He comes again whether they are still alive or die before He comes. The following verses are very comforting for those who have lost loved ones and for those anticipating their own death:
John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. “3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”
Some people use 1 Cor. 15:50-53 to infer that the Bible tells of a church rapture in their understanding of end times. Certainly there will be a time when God’s people will be changed and taken into Heaven, but when it will occur is unknown. 
1Cor. 15:50-53 “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.”
Paul states that, as people now exist, nobody can enter the kingdom of God for it is not a place for the earthly (the perishable). Those who are perishing cannot inherit the land of the imperishable. But he tells us a mystery. Not everyone will die before entering the kingdom of God. Some people will be transformed from the perishable body to an imperishable body without dying! This process is also taught elsewhere:
· 1Thess. 4:17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.”
· Phil. 3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”
The last trumpet to which Paul refers will end the church age and all Christians will leave this earth to be with our Lord.  Maranatha! In 1 Cor. 15:52 Paul uses a Greek word translated “moment” that comes from the same word from which we get the word “atom”. So he is writing that in the smallest possible division of time this change will occur! The Scriptures therefore teach that the rapture and the Parousia occur simultaneously from our perspective. The return of Jesus is a single sudden event which will bring judgment and glory for eternity.

We can live today knowing that our eternity is in God’s hands and that He is able to bring into being all He has promised. Here is an article on dealing with death that hopefully will be comforting and encouraging to some of you readers: http://livingtheology.com/Death.htm. 
