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 “The Millennium”
Past issues of these letters (over 500 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 36 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

 There will be new creations occurring at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. But what will happen between the ascension of Jesus Christ and His Second Coming? Some people believe that Jesus will return to rule for 1000 years before the end of the current creation but I do not believe the Bible teaches a literal 1000 years of rule of Jesus on earth. Symbolically 1000 years is a very long time – longer than anyone has ever lived! The Bible does clearly inform us that Jesus sits in the ruling position in heaven since His resurrection: So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. (Mark 16:19) Also see Acts 2:33; 7:55; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 1 Peter 3:22. So He has been ruling from heaven for over 2000 years. We will briefly now determine what the book of Revelation says about this time. 

Rev. 20:1-3 “And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.”

The major interpretive challenge is determining what is literal and what is symbolic, resulting in a wide range of understandings and misunderstandings. Of course the key and the chain are symbolic for Satan cannot be bound with such physical items. John makes sure that we understand the identity of the being about to be thrown into the abyss. He gives him all of his names: dragon, serpent of old (from the Garden of Eden), the devil, and Satan. This angel binds him for a period of time, throws him into the abyss, shuts the “door” and seals it over him. The reason for the binding is so that Satan cannot deceive the nations anymore until the time dictated by God is over, and then he will be released for a short time. 
The thousand years do not have to be taken literally but symbolically like the key and the chain. The number one thousand is ten (the number of completeness) cubed and three is the number for God. Satan is thus bound for the perfect time period set by God. The point of the binding in that place is that Satan is completely under God’s control and not primarily a punishment, although he may see it that way. He is kept from deceiving the nations as he had done before. In the Old Testament era he deceived many nations and caused much war between them. However, during this “millennium” (the time from the ascension of Jesus Christ until His second advent) he cannot be a nation-deceiver. 
This understanding also fits with the prior vision showing that Satan was banned from heaven at the time of the ascension of Jesus Christ. Understood without the baggage of a preconceived notion of a literal seven-year tribulation period and a literal 1000 year rule on earth, Revelation really gives us a clearer picture of the future. The tribulation concept will be discussed later if the Lord so wills. 

Rev. 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”

John does not say where the thrones were or who sat upon them. However in all 47 times that he uses this word for thrones, only the thrones of Satan and the beast appear to be on earth. Thus the thrones described here are most likely to be in heaven. This “millennial” time scene is in heaven, not on earth. He then says that he saw the souls of those who had been martyred for Jesus and God’s word. The Greek word translated “beheaded” actually means killed with an ax and the meaning here is more general since Rome had changed its execution method at the time of John’s writing. Thus these are the martyrs of all ages since these people died not only because of the testimony of Jesus but also because of the word of God.  
The word “souls” is emphasized above since John does not refer to their bodies. This does not envision a bodily resurrection. The Greek word translated “came to life” actually means lived. Therefore this time of reigning by souls of the martyrs is in the time period from the resurrection until the second coming of Jesus Christ. All souls of God’s children go to heaven upon death and now Scripture informs that all of the martyrs are ruling with Jesus during this time after Jesus’ resurrection. 

Rev. 20:5-6 “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

The sense of the writing indicates that the first resurrection refers to the raising of the martyrs to rule with Jesus for the “thousand years”. But John states that all the enemies of God would not live until after the completion of this time period. He then gives another beatitude stating that the martyrs in this first resurrection are declared blessed and holy. Also the second death has no power over them. John defines the second death in Rev 20:14 as being thrown into the lake of fire. The raised martyrs will be priests of God and of Jesus and will reign with Him for the “thousand years”. This will be a time of righteousness, peace and joy as all saints reign in heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ. The children of God who are alive on earth already are spiritually in heaven: “and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” (Eph. 2:6) The citizenship of Christians is also in heaven (Phil 3:20; Col 1:13; 1 Thess 2:12). 
The resulting understanding is the “millennium” is the total time from the ascension of Jesus Christ until His Second Coming.  All Christians who died before His Second Coming will be living and ruling in heaven with Jesus. When Jesus returns to earth the new creation will be revealed. 
We will review the concepts of a tribulation time and the rapture next week if the Lord so wills. A more complete study can be attained by reading my M.A. thesis: “God’s Endgame Involving Israel and the Church”. It is located at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc  and I pray this synopsis has been helpful. 
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