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Prayer is the conduit between God and His people and it should be continually active: With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, (Eph 6:18). Prayer should be an integral part of our life every day so it is critical that we know how to pray. Jesus taught His disciples to pray so a study of the “Lord’s Prayer” is a great starting place for this study on prayer.  I prefer to call this prayer the Disciples’ Prayer for that is what it is.  Christians are disciples of Jesus Christ and we should know how to pray as Jesus taught us to pray.  The prayer of our Lord is given in John chapter 17 and that is a wonderful study also.  

Please note that Jesus gave us a model prayer and not a prescription of exactly what to say.  Every word in the prayer is important but it is a model. But also note that Jesus gave this model prayer to His disciples so it is not a prayer for anyone to use as a model since not everyone is a child of God (John 1:12).  The early church did not allow everyone to use this model prayer just as they did not allow everybody to participate in the Lord’s Supper without a warning that only a child of God whose conscience was clean should participate.  We should also keep that standard today.  I almost always hear a pastor warn unbelievers to not participate in the Lord’s Supper but I do not remember ever hearing a pastor warn people about not praying the Disciples Prayer unless they are a child of God. 

Below are two versions of this prayer as given to us by Matthew and Luke: 
· Matt 6:9-13 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. (10) 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. (11) 'Give us this day our daily bread. (12) 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (13) 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]'
· Luke 11:2-4 And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. (3) 'Give us each day our daily bread. (4) 'And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.'"
I see six petitions in this prayer: 
1. God’s name will be hallowed,
2. God’s kingdom will come on earth, 
3. God’s will is to be done on earth as it is done in heaven, 
4. give us our daily bread, 
5. forgive us our sins, 
6. do not lead us into temptation. 
Some writers add a seventh petition: “deliver us from evil”. However that seems inherent in the sixth petition. The first three relate to God and the last three relate to the petitioner. The goal of the first three is that the glory of God will be known to the entire world. The goal of the last three is for the individual petitioner’s daily needs to be met in God’s time and manner. We see some differences between the two versions but they essentially are the same. Some scholars say that the Matthew version is an elaboration of the Luke version. As we progress through the prayer we will discuss those differences. Note the last part of verse 13 of the Matthew version is enclosed in brackets indicating that this sentence is not in the oldest manuscripts. The Greek word for “heaven” is plural although not shown as such by our translators of the Matthew or Luke version. We pray to “our Father who is in the heavens” meaning that He is everywhere and not just in some ethereal existence or a faraway place. 

We are further called to pray for all the saints and for the entire world:
· John 17:20-21 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; (21) that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.
· 1Tim 2:1-2 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, (2) for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.

Note how Matthew writes that Jesus instructed us to begin this prayer with the words “Our Father”.  The first word is very important for it links us together as members of “The Family of God”.  It is only because we are adopted into the family of God that we can address God as “Father”.  Also note that His use of “our” is explicitly for the disciples and does not include Jesus because this word is part of His instructions to the disciples for their prayer.  Whenever Jesus refers to the forgiveness of sins He uses your Father (Matt 6:14-15) and when He speaks of His unique relationship with God, He uses My Father (Matt 11:27).  Jesus lived a life totally without sin.  In particular, Jesus tells us in the disciples’ prayer to address God as Father.  Thus there is closeness between us and God, and it gives a feeling that grows as we know that He loves us individually and collectively. 

The word for “Father” here has been interpreted by some people as “daddy” but that is not really correct and it gives us a wrong impression of the Creator of the universe and the Most Holy Person.  The Greek word for Father used in the Greek version of the disciples’ prayer is “pater”.  There is a Greek word for “daddy” and it is “pappas” so Matthew was not telling us to refer to God as “daddy” but as “Father”, which is a term for respect and love.  The confusion over calling God “daddy” here is caused by the Aramaic word “abba”.  The word “abba” is used only three times in the Bible. Everywhere “abba” appears in the Scripture it is followed by the Greek word “pater”.  It is used in the following verses:
· Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"
· Mar 14:36 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will."
· Gal 4:6 "And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba, Father'."
We could then address God as “Daddy, Father” indicating that there is this close relationship which now exists between us and God because He has adopted us.  Since “Abba” never appears alone but is followed by “Father” we should never address God in such a casual manner as “Daddy”.  Our respect for Him as perfect and as our creator means that we should always address Him with great respect and awe.  His Spirit also helps us in this identification process as we begin to reckon that we are indeed children of God forever. 

Jesus also warned us against calling any earthly person Rabbi, Father, or Leader:
Mat 23:8-10 "But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. (9) "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. (10) "Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.
The verses before these (23:1-7) make it clear that Jesus is warning His disciples about the false teachings of the scribes and Pharisees who love the attention and respect gained by having favored seating places at banquets and the synagogue and being called Rabbi. Based upon the NT teachings some say that verses 23:8-10 refer to the Holy Spirit as our teacher, God as our Father, and Jesus Christ as our leader. Certainly no earthly person has the authoritative status to occupy any of those offices. 

Our adoption by God is a topic that just flabbergasted me some time ago and I wrote an article on it: http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm.  Please take some time to read the article.  In that article I mentioned three reasons why our adoption by God makes a difference in our lives: 
A. Adoption gives reason to the Law in our lives, 
B. Adoption gives us assurance of our salvation, and 
C. Adoption gives us a clear goal in our walk here.  
Certainly there are more reasons for why our adoption makes a difference in our lives here and now but these three give us some serious thoughts.  Through God’s plan with Jesus, God cleansed us of our sins and put the just works of Jesus into our account (double imputation).  So now that God has made us acceptable to Him, He could have just quit in His dealing with us.  But He did not quit.  Instead He adopted us into His family so that we are joint heirs with Jesus!  
Romans 8:16-17 “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  (17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.”

I conclude this introduction with the last sentence in my adoption article:  

“Every morning we should start the day reminding ourselves that we are adopted children of God, that God Almighty is our Father, and that we are one day closer to the glorious time of being with the Family of God forever.”

