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 “Beatitudes: Persecuted for His Sake

Past issues of these letters (201 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This is the final beatitude for this study:
Matt 5:10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

This beatitude is followed by an explanation:
Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me. 12Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

It is important to note that this and the third beatitude promise the kingdom of heaven now and not future promises as do all the other six beatitudes.  It was not an accident that Matthew used the Greek word “estin” (“is”) rather than “estai” (“will be”) for this verse.  This promise is for the riches of the kingdom of heaven that have been present since the arrival of the Lord of the Kingdom.  The Kingdom is “now” and “not yet” meaning that its fulfillment is yet to come but there are many riches to be enjoyed now in the presence of other Christians and serving Jesus now.  In the explanatory note of verses 11 and 12, Jesus also uses the present tense in saying that our reward in heaven is great.  So our reward is fixed in heaven waiting for us and our joy in the present phase of the kingdom is for our present state.  

Remember the beatitude before this one concerned the peacemakers.  The peace proclaimed by Jesus was with God and within the church and would not be understood or desired by the world.  Jesus was persecuted and those who proclaim Him will also be persecuted:
John 15:20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
Anyone desiring to live a life for Christ is promised persecution (this promise will not bring in a great influx of new members for most modern churches!):
· 2Tim 3:12 And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
· Luke 21:12 "But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name's sake.
An evil world especially hates people who proclaim an exclusive salvation through Jesus Christ.  The image of God for most non-Christians is a loving, kindly god who will not judge anyone.  Their defense is to deny judgment from God and accuse Christians of being hypocritally judgmental and often quoting the following verse: Matt 7:1 "Do not judge lest you be judged.
But probably none of them will refer to the verse commanding us to judge by God’s standards:
John 7:24 "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."

There is no blessing for suffering because we have sinned, but only for serving Christ:
1Peter 4:15-16 By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.
Although we are promised persecution for proclaiming Jesus Christ, we are not left alone:
2Cor 4:8-9 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
Opposition from the world is a common condition of being a Christian.  The following is a quote from Stott, John R. W. "Christian Counter-culture: The Message of the Sermon on the Mount," Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1978, pp 52-53:
“Persecution is simply the clash between two irreconcilable value-systems. …"Woe to you when all men speak well of you" (Luke 6:26) Universal popularity was as much the lot of false prophets as persecution was of the true. …Suffering, then, is the badge of true discipleship.”

Jesus further elaborated about hatred by the world:
John 15:18-25 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. 22If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 25But they have done this in order that the word may be fulfilled that is written in their Law, 'They hated Me without a cause.'

So, how are we to live in this world and interact with those who persecute us?  Our commandment is clear:
· Matt 5:44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.
· Rom 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.

We are also to encourage fellow Christians in their persecution:
Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."

[bookmark: _GoBack]We should rejoice in our persecution for Christ’ sake because of His promises of victory:
1Peter 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

Persecution and rejection from the world define the true believer’s life here.  If we do not receive persecutions, we should ask if we are perhaps living to please the world.  Praise the Lord for the privilege of being persecuted for righteousness sake and for receiving the Kingdom now and later. 
