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“Beatitudes: Blessed are Those Who Thirst for Righteousness”
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Matt 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

This verse is a culmination of the previous three verses regarding being blessed by God.  We were first told that we must recognize our spiritual poverty, followed by mourning because of our sinful condition, and then we must be meek in reference to our position before holy God.  The approach to receiving the righteousness we so desperately seek is to hunger and thirst for it. Certainly hungering and thirsting express a strong desire for something to fill the needs of a starving person.  In this context, the object of that desire is not for physical food but for righteousness.  Jesus contrasted having plenty of water to drink and food to eat to not yet having what is deeply desired to fill a deeper hunger and thirst:
· John 4:13-14 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; 14but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life. "
· John 6:48-51 "I am the bread of life. 49Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh."
A child of God recognizes that worldly offerings do not satisfy deep spiritual hunger and that fulfillment can be obtained only through a devotion to Jesus Christ: But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption. (1Cor 1:30) The question remains as to the exact nature of this needed righteousness.  Some argue that the need is for justification and certainly that is what is desirable.  However Matthew consistently gives another understanding.  The meaning implied is that a person has a dual yearning for personal righteousness (always doing the will of God) and for righteousness for others throughout the world.  The child of God deeply desires to be home in heaven:
· 2Peter 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
· Psa 42:2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?
We will eventually see rewards for God’s people:
Rev 21:3-7 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, 4and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 5And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6And He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7"He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are not satisfied with our imperfect, but growing, self-righteousness or with the social justice of the world. The righteousness that we experience now drives our hunger and thirst for total righteousness in ourselves and in the world.  We are starving to be in the Messianic Kingdom and we will not be satisfied until that day.  Ultimately we will see God’s justice for evil men and evil deeds:
Rev 19:20-20:3 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 19:21And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat upon the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 20:1And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 20:2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 20:3and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
The day prophesied by Isaiah will then be fulfilled:
Isaiah 55:1-2 "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.
What a marvelous promise from Jesus that we who are in anguish over our own unrighteousness (as was Paul as he stated in Rom 7) and the unrighteousness we see in the world will one day be at home with God in His everlasting kingdom of righteousness!  Let each of us then follow His command: “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. (Matt 6:33)

We all see much injustice in the world but we should not despair for God will bring His perfect justice as only He can.  Until that time we trust our Heavenly Father:  
Rom 8:28-30 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Our time of glorification will come!  He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Rev 22:20 
