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Matt 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Luke 6:21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Although we mourn over the death of a loved one and other loses and disappointments, these beatitudes are concerned with spiritual conditions.  This beatitude logically follows the first one regarding the realization of our poverty of spiritual attributes before holy God.  It would be hypocritical of anyone to have such a realization without mourning.  Luke even added a woe: Luke 6:25b Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.  This Christian understanding is directly opposite to that of the world, which teaches that we should do all that we can to maximize our happiness with worldly materials and events.  People involved in the world’s nightclub activities think that they are happy and certainly do not want to mourn.  But, at and after judgment, those who laugh will mourn and weep and those who mourn will be comforted and laugh.  Since the beatitudes address spiritual matters, they cannot be understood by the world’s philosophies.  The world is philosophically oriented upside down from God’s reality and therefore only a direct act of God can reveal truth. 

Paul clearly understood his misery in sin even after his regeneration for he still remembered the struggles and consequences of sin in his human condition before his regeneration: Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? (Rom 7:24) Peter set an example for our weeping over our sins: And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a cock crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. (Matt 26:75) James similarly tells us to mourn for our sins:
James 4:8-9 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.
John reveals to us that when Jesus saw Jerusalem as He was approaching it for the last time before the Cross, He wept because He knew so many would reject Him.  His weeping was not for Himself but for the unbelief and sin of those who would reject Him:
Jesus wept. (John 11:35)

In this beatitude, Jesus is referring to our weeping over our sins and the sins of the world.  Paul criticized the church at Corinth for not mourning over the sin revealed in their congregation: And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst. (1 Cor 5:2)
Paul also knew that if, when he returned to Corinth, he still found church members who had not repented from their practice of sin that he would mourn for them: I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced. (2 Cor 12:21)

Paul wept over those in the world who were still enemies of Jesus Christ:  For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, (Phil 3:18)

The non-Christian cannot understand the true meaning of this beatitude for he still practices the philosophy of the world urging him to find happiness in the things of the world.  Also to some preachers such as Robert H. Schuller, the mourning over sin challenges his possibility-thinking philosophy. His counsel is "Don't blame yourself. Grief always seems to be associated with guilt. But self-condemnation will solve no problem and will change no circumstance. It is merely a negative, non-constructive emotion which can wreak havoc in your life.”  ("The Be Happy Attitudes: Eight Positive Attitudes that Can Transform Your Life!" New York: Bantam Books, 1987; pg. 53) His teaching is the very opposite of Christ's meaning in the second beatitude which extols deep continuous mourning over personal sin.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The reality of the Christian life is that, as we mature in the faith and experience the joy of our salvation, we will mourn even more over our lack of conformity to the life of Christ.  The Holy Spirit will continually reveal our sin nature and we will constantly be repenting, mourning, and forlorn over our sin nature that will be present as long as we live in this temporary body.  But we do receive comfort here as we know that, before God, we are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Also one day we will be like Him: Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. (1 John 3:2) This blessing will only be fully realized in the consummation of the Kingdom: for the Lamb in the center of the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them to springs of the water of life; and God shall wipe every tear from their eyes. " (Rev 7:17)

The first two beatitudes are alluding to the messianic blessing of Isaiah 61:1-3 as told by Jesus:
Luke 4:17-21 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book, and found the place where it was written, 18The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are downtrodden, 19To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.  20And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon Him. 21And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
We have this release from the burden of captivity to sin and one day we will be released from the presence of sin.  Praise the Lord for the comfort that is present now and that will be with us forever later.  
