Living Theology Friends1638
Leon Combs, B.S., M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
September 18, 2016
“Beatitudes: Introduction”
Past issues of these letters (500+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 50 articles, 44 commentaries, and 47 audio files) may be freely read at my ministry web site http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next few letters will discuss what are commonly called the “Beatitudes” and cover Matt 5:1-12 and Luke 6:20-26. These verses are part of the Sermon on the Mount.  Luke records four beatitudes and four “woes”, whereas Matthew includes eight beatitudes and no “woes”. Matthew’s eight beatitudes are in the third person followed by an expansion of the last one in the second person. We know that God used the writers of His Word as human instruments and not as “copy machines”. He uniquely prepared the writers for the purpose of putting forward His words from their perspective and from their unique humanness. In this instance Luke and Matthew had slightly different renditions of the beatitudes they reported but, of course, there are no contradictions, only slightly different applications. Many authors have argued the reasons for the differences including that Luke reported the social implications of the teaching of Jesus whereas Matthew wrote of the standards of Christian righteousness to be pursued now to prepare for living in the fulfilled Kingdom. 

Some teachers have written that the entire Sermon on the Mount will only be fulfilled in the Messianic Age, a time the dispensationalists teach when Jesus will come back and rule for one thousand years when we will have not enemies. However that Messianic Age teaching seems contradictory to Matt 5:44 when Jesus instructs us to love our enemies and to pray for those who persecute us. Some authors state that the Sermon has standards that are impossible to meet in our human existence, but that attitude ignores the fact that we are called to strive toward perfection as Jesus stated in part of the Sermon: "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt 5:48) Our opinion is that these teachings of Jesus are standards toward which we are to strive. 

The entire Sermon is meant by Jesus as setting standards for living a Christian life here and now in preparation for an eternity with Him. There are many reasons to study the Sermon and some are listed by Dr. James Montgomery Boice (“The Sermon on the Mount”, Baker Books, 1972). First, the Sermon shows us the absolute necessity of the new birth. Second, the Sermon points us to the Lord Jesus Christ. Third, the Sermon indicates the way to blessing for Christians. Fourth, the Sermon shows us the way to please our heavenly Father. Although we will be studying only the Beatitude portion of the Sermon, we will certainly see all of these reasons fulfilled. 

The same blessings are promised elsewhere as John told us the reason for studying and applying (heeding) the truths in his writings: “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.” (Rev 1:3)

Before examining the details of the Beatitudes, a clear meaning is necessary for the Greek word “makarios” translated by the better translations as “blessed”. This word has the Strong’s number of 3107 and is used 50 times in the New Testament. Some translations use the English word “happy”. Happy is not a good translation because this word has been devalued in modern usage. Certainly people furiously seek happiness in their lives and the pursuit of happiness as a right of each citizen of the U.S.A. The world’s meaning of happiness is very much dependent upon circumstances but the Biblical meaning of the word is not situationally dependent.  

Boice gives an excellent background on the changing of the meaning and spelling of the word “blessed” from its Anglo-Saxon origin until the present. There were over 30 forms of the Old English word for blessed based upon the Old English noun “blod”, meaning “blood”. At that time in history, an item was considered blessed when it was set apart to God by a blood ritual. A “blessing” before a meal consecrating the food and ourselves to service to God is still practiced (perhaps the actual presence of blood is not involved!). Development of the word to modern times led to the meaning of being spiritual fulfilled.  Another word, blithe, was then introduced to mean a nonreligious joy. Spiritual fulfillment and joy is the meaning of the word in the Sermon that is consistent with most of the 50 times it is used in the New Testament. Christians know such fulfillment and joy regardless of the circumstances in life and we often pray for people to have spiritual joy even in times of great worldly sadness. It is this joy that we present to the world in contrast to how the non-Christian would be devastated and forlorn without hope. Our joy and peace are not dependent on this world. 

Many authors look upon the Beatitudes as a statement of the fulfillment of a time of blessing promised by Isaiah in Isa 61:1-3 to those who mourn. Jesus opened His ministry with the statement the Kingdom had come (Matt 12:28; Luke 11:20). We see in these Beatitudes and in the Sermon pictures of Jesus Christ as He lived in this world in human form. We are never told that He laughed, but I imagine that He did. He was never involved in any partying as worldly people who attempt to find happiness in their lives. He did not make fun of anyone or make jokes at the expense of someone else’s wellbeing. In all of His life here He moved with calmness and serenity toward His goal of dying for our sins. It is that calmness and inward peace that we can learn to imitate as we study these verses. Jesus became like us so that we can become like Him. We begin to live this life of “happiness” at the point in time when our sins are forgiven as exclaimed by David:
Psalm 32:1-2 “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered! 2How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!”
We continue our daily sanctification by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit (faith) as we focus our efforts on seeking the Kingdom: 
Matt 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 

