Living Theology Friends1634
Leon Combs, B.S., M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
August 21, 2016
The Ten Commandments: 7
Past issues of these letters (500+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 50 articles, 44 commentaries, and 47 audio files) may be freely read at my ministry web site http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination.

Exodus 20:14 "You shall not commit adultery.

This commandment addresses fidelity in all covenants, and marriage is to be a human testimony to God’s faithfulness in all His covenants with man.  As in the sixth commandment, Jesus amplified this commandment to include thoughts and intents as well as outward actions so this commandment is certainly applicable to Christians:
Matt 5:27-30 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery'; but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.”And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. "And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.
Marriage creates a new organism of man and woman joined in body, soul, and spirit.  The two people are joined in body by the sexual union to be first initiated after the wedding.  They are joined in soul by their mutual devotion to things pleasing to their intellectual and emotional interests.  They are joined in spirit when both are Christians and share their spiritual commitment to the things of God.  They will be devoted to God in all aspects of their lives.  If either person is not a Christian, this union is incomplete, and therefore Christians should never marry non-Christians.  

To demonstrate the seriousness of this relationship, the penalty for adultery in OT time was stoning to death of the guilty person.  Jesus amplified His concern for this unity by stating that mentally lusting for a woman other than the person’s wife was adultery.  In Matt 5:29, 30 Jesus amplified His teaching about adultery.  He is not advocating that we literally tear out our offending eye or hand but He is saying that our eye may make us stumble mentally by looking at a temptation as David did with Bathsheba.  He is further saying that our hand may be tempted to touch some tempting woman as David did when he carried out his temptations with Bathsheba. This commandment is equally binding on men and women. By either looking in lust or following up on that look with a touch we have put ourselves on the path to punishment.  God may forgive such sins, as He did David, but the consequences can be extreme as with David after his adultery.  Jesus continued His teaching on marriage:
Matt 5:31-32 "And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce'; 32but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Most churches in the USA use verses 31-32 as an excuse for a husband or wife to divorce a spouse, ending their covenant of marriage.  However this is not a universally acceptable interpretation (see, for example in “Foundations of the Christian Faith” by Dr. James Boice).  The Greek word used by Jesus translated “unchastity” by the NAS Bible is “porneia” and in other translations is given the English word “fornication”.  Thus the “exception rule” given by Jesus is not for adultery but for fornication.  Fornication is sexual relations before marriage whereas adultery is sexual relations of a married person with any person other than the spouse.  Jesus is then referring to the Moses-era event (Deut 22-24) that if a person determines before their marriage that his wife had fornication then he was allowed to divorce the woman, meaning to end their engagement and send her away.  The penalty for adultery was death, not divorce. This is the interpretation used by Joseph when he determined to put Mary away privately rather than have her stoned for adultery since they had not yet entered into marriage.  The verse is not a way out for someone to divorce his wife if she commits adultery.  The remainder of the verse states that a man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery since God does not accept voiding covenants, and He considers the woman still covenantally joined with her husband.  

One of the rules for exegesis is the analogy of Scripture, meaning that Scripture does not contradict itself and we always use what is explicit to interpret the implicit.  God never changes His mind and He clearly stated His position on divorce as recorded by Malachi:
Mal 2:16 "For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."
Reading Mal 2:14-16 reveals that God was not answering the prayers or accepting the offerings of the Jews because of their spiritual adultery.  Spiritual adultery occurs when a person purports to be a worshiper of God but who also makes deals with other “gods”.  Marriage is a picture of the covenant made by God with His people, and so God treats marriage as seriously as He does His spiritual covenant with his people.  

Matthew then gives us a further discussion on adultery in another interaction of Jesus with the Pharisees:
Matt 19:3-6 And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said,' For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'? "Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."
In these verses Jesus clearly repeated the original command of God for a permanent marriage covenant since marriage represents God’s covenant with man.  The discussion continued:
Matt 19:7-10 They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way." 9And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery." 10The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry."
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Jews were cruel to their unwanted wives and would send them away for even minor offenses. The certificate of divorce was to prove that she was not an adulteress subject to stoning.  The Pharisees kept pushing Jesus for they had a very liberal view of divorce and wanted to hear Jesus either refute it so that they could arrest Him or agree with them so that they could claim to the people that He agreed with them and His popularity would help their case.  Jesus did neither!  His answer in 19:9 does not condone divorce.  He only condemned the marriage of a man whose intended wife had committed some “immorality” (the Greek word is again “porneia” and refers to fornication and not adultery).  The disciples also got the point that marriage was permanent in their reply stated in 19:10.  Jesus did not reject their conclusion that it is better not to marry:
Matt 19:11-12 But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given. “For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He, who is able to accept this, let him accept it."
Thus marriage is not for everyone but many people are blessed with a marriage partner for the total union of body, soul, and spirit.  The single life lived for the glory of God is also blessed by God.  

Marriage before God is “until death do you part” and is not to be broken for any reason.  Widows and widowers are free to marry again.  However, even covenant breaking is not an unforgiveable sin!  If you are a Christian who has been divorced, know that all of your sins have been paid for by Jesus Christ.  God forgives, heals and restores.  But Christians must obtain their rules for living in the world only from the Bible and not from the traditions of the world.  Sola Scriptura!

In all of life we should have God’s Kingdom first in our thoughts and deeds:

Matt 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.


