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We have previously briefly discussed the development of the Bible, some of its translations, and one application. Today I want to present three more interpretations for examples of how to interpret God’s Word. 

Inner Peace. A popular Christian author discussed the way to discover God’s will for one’s life by making the point that inner peace was an important indicator. The only verse he used in his discussion was Col 3:15: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Would you agree that this verse makes this point?

I would argue that the Christian author who used Col 3:15 to advise people that inner peace is an important indicator for determining the will of God for our life made a significant mistake. To see that mistake we must look at the verse in context:
Col 3:8-15 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. (9) Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, (10) and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- (11) a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. (12) So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; (13) bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. (14) Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. (15) Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
The entire section deals with life in the community of believers which consisted of Christians who had been Jews, Gentiles, slaves, and free men.  Paul is referring to our interactions with other Christians so we do not lie to each other.  We also are to put aside anger and all other worldly attitudes and live as one body in Christ.  The peace mentioned in verse 15 should then be rulr in our community of believers and it is not related to our life decisions such as job choices, places to live, etc. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dreams. Christian counselors have different opinions concerning the use of dreams in counseling believers. One verse they use is Ecc 5:7 For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God. What is your understanding of the proper use of this verse and its implications? 

Again, we first look at the entire section rather than one verse:
Ecc 5:1-7 Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil. (2) Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few. (3) For the dream comes through much effort and the voice of a fool through many words. (4) When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! (5) It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. (6) Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands? (7) For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God.

First we must note that the “dreams” in these verses are not what happens in our subconscious during a phase of sleep but our mental plans of achievements. The proper understanding of this word keeps us from making some crucial errors in interpretation. The entire section is about coming to God with our needs and plans.  Verses three and seven both start with the word “for” and so relate to what has been stated before those verses.  From verses one and two we learn that we should go before God to listen and then to carefully state our desires according to His will.  A dream that comes through much effort is our dream for doing some particular plan or life goal.  We may have rationalized our dream of accomplishment to suit our particular desires rather than according to God’s will and thus behaving as fools (those who say that there is no God).  When we make plans without considering God’s perspective we are acting as though there is no God.  Verse seven concludes by saying that our dreams for accomplishment must not be based just upon our worldly desires but based upon the will of God.  

A Moral Life. Pretend you have been witnessing to someone about Jesus Christ being the only way to God and he claims that living a moral life is what God expects of us and such is sufficient for our salvation. To validate his position, he uses Micah 6:8: He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?  How would you answer this person? 

In context, this verse is saying that God does not desire mindless offerings being made in the Temple as stated by the preceding verses:
Mic 6:6-7 With what shall I come to the LORD And bow myself before the God on high? Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves? (7) Does the LORD take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
Rather God desires that man consider what God has said is good and to do those three things of verse 8.  Anyone who says that the Old Testament teaches salvation by works has not studied the entire Old Testament.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other prophets tell many times how the Jews could not properly obey God and they tell of many punishments from God upon them due to their disobedience.  This verse is consistent with the Christian view of salvation since we know that nobody can be good, that nobody can always do justice, that nobody can entirely love kindness, and that nobody can consistently walk humbly with God.  Of course the New Testament is very clear on all of these points:
· Mark 10:18 “And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”
· Gal 2:16 “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.”
Certainly Micah 6:8 is a great verse to use along with the Ten Commandments as guides for living a life according to the pleasures of God AFTER we become His children. However it certainly is not a path to salvation from the wrath of God. The only path for freedom from the wrath of God is through Jesus Christ: "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36) 


