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Matt 13:47-49 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 48and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 49"So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous,”
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This parable makes the same point concerning the mixture of sinners and saints in the kingdom as the one concerning wheat and tares that we have already discussed.  As in the other parables the kingdom is not described as one single element but as a process.  The Kingdom of God on earth initially is the visible church.  Until God’s judgment the visible church contains both saved and lost people as we see in this parable that fish of every kind were taken in the dragnet. Note that the beings who separate the wicked from the righteous are the angels.  We are not to attempt to take the good from the bad as Jesus explained in another parable about wheat and tares:
Matt 13:29-30 "But he *said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. (30) 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'"
There are no human workers in the dragnet parable at all.  We are not told who cast the net and we are not told how the good and bad fish arrived in the net.  Other parables told us that God sowed the seed of the Gospel and Satan sowed bad seed to hinder the work of the church.  

This parable certainly teaches that one day there will be a judgment and the real and false disciples of Jesus Christ will be separated.  The Greek word for judgment (krisis) literally means to divide.  At the end of this age there will be a division among people since all people in the world are either saved from the wrath of God or abide under the wrath of God: "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36)  Until that time the visible church will consist of God’s children and many of Satan’s children.  Analogous to other parables, there will be leaven at work in the church and birds in its limbs until the time of judment by God.  Only God can see the heart of man and know whether a person is truly one of His children or a pretender.  This final separation will be absolute and eternal.  

One of the scariest statements in the Bible was made by our Lord:

Matt 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'”

Many members of visible churches are inwardly not committed to Jesus and many are self-deceived.  Matt 7:22 says that these lost people can be doing many outward good deeds but still not be a child of God.  

Although we are not to attempt any separation of the good fish from the bad fish, the church is to practice discipline and to offer Bible-based lessons for the membership to mature and to serve and worship in spirit and in truth.  The Sunday School is the most important aspect of the visible church where individual members can be discipled.  Every church should offer classes where members can study the Bible and learn to apply God’s Word to their lives.  As a Bible teacher for over forty years, I can easily recognize people who are not sincerely interested in a Bible study class but I cannot see a person’s heart.  If you are not interested in studying and applying the Bible, you certainly should examine your own heart and recognize your priorities:

Mark 8:36 “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?”

A day of crisis will come in the life of every person, either at the time of death or at the end of the age.  At the time of crisis everyone’s eternal future already will have been established.  If you know someone who is obviously not a child of God or if you have some doubts about the eternal state of that person, then pray that God will have mercy on him/her now.  


