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Parables of Jesus: “Treasure and Pearl”
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These two parables of the treasure and the pearl have a similar message:  
1. Matt 13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.”
2. Matt 13:45-46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus did not explicitly elaborate upon either of these parables.  Many exegetes say that these parables are representative of people who have found the kingdom of heaven and realize the great value of it so they are willing to give up all they have in this world so they may obtain it.  From this perspective, the first parable represents people who have not been searching for anything of value but happen to recognize it when they see it.  To acquire the treasure they buy the field that contains the treasure, exchanging all they have or making a total commitment bringing about their salvation. Then the second parable represents people who are searching for something of eternal value and recognize it when they find it so they then sell all they had so they might buy the kingdom. There are serious problems with interpreting these parables to describe our justification for there is no entrance into the kingdom of heaven without God’s sovereign act of grace through faith: For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; (Eph 2:8). 

It is certainly true that, after being born again, we must rid ourselves of our worldly values that were of primary importance to us.  We must rid ourselves of our self-righteousness and our egos and then continue to overcome our basic Adam nature.  This is called the sanctification process and involves our cooperation with the Holy Spirit in cleansing our sin nature as we realize that being a child of God is more important than anything else in our life. 

The error with the above interpretations is that, unlike sanctification, justification is entirely of God. Nobody can buy the kingdom of heaven for us except God. Jesus temporarily gave up His place in heaven so that He could buy the kingdom of heaven on earth, and there is no way around the fact that the kingdom of heaven can only be bought by Jesus Christ. The parables do not say from whom the person bought the item but we know that God owns everything:  
Psa 50:10-12 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills. 11I know every bird of the mountains, And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 12If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all it contains.”
Let’s delve a bit deeper and understand these parables from the perspective of God’s grace and not our works but the works of Jesus that bring us into the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus did say in another parable that the field represents the world so we may keep that aspect of His interpretation. Then we can say that the world contains a treasure of some unknown kind or a treasure consisting of a pearl of great value. The treasure or the pearl could then be the church, the people God has chosen for His kingdom before he established the foundation of the world: “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love” (Eph 1:4) 

In all of the parables we have been considering the kingdom of heaven is not represented by a single item but as a sequence of events. These two parables are similar in that the kingdom is not the treasure or the pearl, it is the described events.  In the previous parables God was represented by a man or the sower so we may continue to infer that the man and the merchant are representative of God.  Perhaps then the first parable might reveal that God hid a treasure in the field and later He sent His Son to renounce His glory temporarily so that He might buy the kingdom of Heaven on earth.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

How did God hide the treasure in the earth?  A possibility is that God revealed Himself to the world through choosing Abraham and establishing the nation Israel.  It was at Sinai that God formed His people into a theocracy. “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6a).  However, they wanted an earthly king like all the other nations, so God relented and gave them a series of kings. The request for a king, however, was made in a spirit which showed a lack of concern for the true nature of the theocracy. The people merely wished a king so they might be like the nations around them (1 Sam. 8:5). It was because of the spirit in which the request was made that Samuel informed the people that they were rejecting the Lord (1 Sam. 8:7ff.). Remember a kingdom must have a king, and God’s kingdom has Jesus as King.  

They sinned against God to the extent that He finally put them under Assyrian, Babylonian, and Roman rule so that the kingdom was “hidden” from the world. The parable would show God establishing Israel as His kingdom and then hiding it from the world. God sent Jesus to be King to bring the kingdom on earth to fulfillment: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt 3:2) This parable represents the work of God in establishing Israel and then revealing the kingdom through the work of Jesus as King. 

The second parable could simply be representative of God reaching out to His people (John 4:23 above) and then Jesus giving up His glory and purchasing the church to establish His kingdom on earth (bolding is mine): “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28)

The pearl is the perfect metaphor for the church as it began with a wound (irritant in an oyster or the death of Jesus on the cross) and is built up layer upon layer through many years until it reaches perfection to be claimed by its owner: Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, (26) so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, (Eph 5:25-26)

As mentioned, the fatal flaw of the most prevalent interpretations of these parables is that nobody can be directly involved in the purchase of the kingdom of God or of entrance into the kingdom of God. We must first be born again and that is the work of God:  Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (John 3:3)

We certainly have to recognize that we must divest ourselves of any worldly goods and attitudes hindering our development as God’s children.  But the kingdom of God is established by Him, not us.  Justification is entirely a work of God that brings us into the kingdom of God, and we are then involved in our sanctification.  Both of these parables teach us how the kingdom of God was established on earth by the works of the King, Jesus Christ.  

