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Before jumping into all the parables, I believe more introductory material is needed to ensure that we all have the proper background. I mentioned some terms in the first introduction that need clarification, so I will begin with those words. There are many more details involved but the following should give us a common ground of understanding.  

Post-millennial -- a belief that near the end of time the gospel will have produced a time of great peace which will last for 1000 years and then Christ will return. To have this view one must believe that man is continually becoming a better human by means of the spread of the pure Gospel throughout the world.  

Amillennial -- a belief that there is no literal thousand year time of peace, but that the Biblical reference to a millennial time period is just a long, indefinite time period between the ascension and ultimate return of Christ. He will begin a new heaven and a new earth (2Peter 3:10, Rev 21:1-2).  The tribulation occurs all during the “millennial” time frame. The use of the round number 1,000 only means an indefinite long time period like Moses used it in Psa 90:4. 

Pre-millennial -- a belief that the world will not produce a peaceful time, but that Christ will return and rule for 1000 years with His saints (Rev 20:4-6). During this time period Satan will be locked away (Rev 20:2-3). At the end of the 1000 year rule of Christ Satan will be released and gather many with him to fight Christ. Satan is again defeated and judgment comes (Rev 20:7-15). At the end of this there will be a new heaven and a new earth (2Peter 3:10, Rev 21:1-2). 

The rapture is also a controversial topic. The rapture is the miraculous removal of God’s people – both those who have died and those who still live – from earth to heaven. Within the group of pre-millennial acceptors there are three possibilities for further subdivision based upon 1 Thess 4:16-17 for the rapture and Daniel 12:7-11 for stating that the tribulation period is actually seven years and that it is further divided into two groups of 3.5 years:

Pre-tribulation is a belief that the church will be raptured before tribulation begins.
Mid-tribulation is a belief that the church will be raptured after 3.5 years of tribulation. 
Post-tribulation is a belief that the church will not be raptured during the tribulation but will rise to meet Christ as He comes back to rule after the tribulation period. 

As an example, most Southern Baptists are pre-tribulation pre-millennialists and this is the position of the “end-times” authors of popular books and movies such as “Left Behind”.

I mentioned in my last letter that many people often use their end-times theology as a bias for interpreting some of the parables. Concerning the parables in the 13th chapter of Matthew there are two basic teachings about them. One category of teachers say that the parables all teach that the church will remain true to the Gospel and spread that message throughout the world changing it into a peaceful, God-centered kingdom ready for the return of Jesus Christ. These postmillennialists will tend to want to accept that interpretation for it fits their end-times’ understanding.  

The second group of teachers says that the parables all teach that the church will be negatively influenced by Satan and his servants until God declares a time of judgment after which a new heaven and earth will be established forever (Rev 22). The premillennialists and the amillennialists might favor this interpretation as better fitting their end-times theories.  Such correlations seem logical, don’t they? However there is no way that any of the three basic end-times theologies can be absolutely Biblically proven as correct.  

Certainly both interpretative camps would agree that Satan has negatively influenced the church since its establishment. The only remaining issue of disagreement would be whether the church will develop to rule the world or if the world will corrupt the church so that the world will effectively rule most of the church. Certainly one statement by Jesus seems to be against the post-millennialist view:
Matt 24:37-39 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. (38) "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, (39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Then when we read in Genesis about the state of the world at the time of Noah we see that it was horribly corrupt: God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. (Gen 6:12) Jesus also referred to the time of His return as being like that occurring during the time of Lot (Luke 17:28-30). It was a time of great sexual perversion. These are certainly not pictures of a peace-filled world with the Christian church ruling! 
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We do not want to develop an interpretation of parables on the basis of a theory that we cannot know is true.  Hopefully you then understand why I do not want to use any end-times theory in parable interpretation.  

I will attempt to base my understanding and teaching of parables using only the standard Biblical interpretation method. I will strive to let Scripture interpret Scripture, use historical contexts, let the explicit interpret the implicit, and use language tools to help properly understand the Biblical languages. Of course we must also always begin any study of the Bible in prayer. I am always conscious of the warning given us by James:
James 3:1 “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

There is another topic that must be well defined before beginning our study of the parables of Jesus. We must all understand the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God since these compose the subject matter of His parables. Don’t get frustrated! Lord willing, we will actually soon begin our study of the parables. 
