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I would like to now begin a study of the parables of Jesus.  There are about 40 parables given to us in Scripture so this study will take many weeks.  Warren Wiersbe, a well-known Bible teacher, estimates that about one-third of the teachings of Jesus were in parables.  
 
The first question we have to answer is “What is a parable?”  The prefix “para” means “alongside of” and we can then understand how Vine’s Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words defines a parable as it "signifies a placing of one thing beside another with a view to comparison".  Wiersbe's definition of a parable is "a story that places one thing beside another for the purpose of teaching" or "It puts the known next to the unknown so that we may learn".  I have heard many people say a parable is a worldly story with a heavenly meaning.  In reading a parable we will usually see a story that includes the word “like” as a dominant element.  
 
The next question to be answered is “Why did Jesus teach in parables?” That question was also asked by His disciples.  I will let Jesus answer from Matt 13:10-17: 
 
Matt 13:10-17 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" (11) Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. (12) "For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. (13) "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. (14) "In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; (15) FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.' (16) "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. (17) "For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
 
The primary purpose of Jesus’ teaching in parables was to conceal the truth from those who were not attuned to spiritual issues.  He separated the curiosity seekers from the people who were truly seeking spiritual truths.  The other reason for such a way of teaching was to reveal mysteries of the kingdom of heaven and its operation to those who had the spiritual ability to understand.  So His reason was to conceal and to reveal!  As we continue this study we will see that until the coming of the Holy Spirit, even Jesus’ disciples could not always clearly understand His teachings.  
 
There are three Old Testament mentions of parables:
         Psa 78:2 “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old,”
         Ezek 17:2 “Son of man, propound a riddle, and speak a parable to the house of Israel,”
         Ezek 24:3 “And speak a parable to the rebellious house, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God," Put on the pot, put it on, and also pour water in it;”
 
Jesus fulfilled the prophesy of Psa 78:2 as He stated in:
Matt 13:34-35 “All these things Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables, and He did not speak to them without a parable, 35so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world."”
 
God spoke to Ezekiel with a parable that is contained in Ezekiel 17:2-11.  He then had to explain it to Ezekiel: "Say now to the rebellious house, 'Do you not know what these things mean?' Say, 'Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and princes and brought them to him in Babylon. (Eek 17:12)  In a similar manner, Jesus spoke in parables and sometimes He also explained them.  The reason God used parables in the Old Testament time is the same as in the New Testament time.  
 
When Jesus clearly explained the parables we can then have full confidence in our understanding of them. Sometimes He did not explain them and we are left with having to interpret their meaning. Unfortunately many people bring some bias and imagination to their interpretation rather than letting Scripture interpret Scripture. For example, postmillennialists think that the church will continue to grow as a pure body of believers until it spreads throughout the world with the true Word of God until the time that Jesus comes again. In other words, the world will become better and better until it is ready for the second coming of Jesus Christ. They will then interpret some parables from that bias. Some amillennialists will also utilize that same prejudice.  I will attempt to bring only a Scriptural interpretation to the parables of Jesus and demonstrate how a predisposition to a spiritual outcome can bias an interpretation of a parable, and other Biblical teachings. 
 
A very important guideline for a proper understanding of the parables of Jesus is that nobody can purchase anything spiritual except Jesus. Just keeping this guideline will keep us from many errors of interpretation. As we embark on this study, let us try to focus only on the Word of God and not allow any preconceived notions color our understanding.  Let none of us be like the people described by Paul in: “just as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears to hear not, Down to this very day."” (Rom 11:8) I pray instead that God will bless each of us so that we may truly hear His Word: "If any man has ears to hear, let him hear." (Mark 4:23)

