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The concept of atonement refers to God dealing with the sinfulness of humanity that has broken the relationship between them and God. Atonement is required to reestablish that relationship. In the Old Testament the concept of atonement required an animal sacrifice: 'He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf. (Lev 1:4) But if a person makes a sacrifice for sins committed defiantly there is no atonement gained:
Num 15:30-31 'But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the LORD; and that person shall be cut off from among his people. (31) 'Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.'"
In the New Testament it is clearly stated that all have sinned (Rom 3L23) but animal sacrifice does not bring atonement: For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. (Heb 10:4) What is required is the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ:
· Heb 9:26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
· Heb 10:5-10 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; (6) IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. (7) "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'" (8) After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are offered according to the Law), (9) then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first in order to establish the second. (10) By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Jesus paid the price that restores our relationship with God forever with the propitiation that turns away the wrath of God:
· Rom 3:24-26  being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; (25) whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; (26) for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
· Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
What a great freedom from sin Jesus has afforded for us!
Every Christian has an initial event in their life resulting in their receiving God’s gracious provision of atonement. Several changes occur in that person including a change in heart when he is changed from being dead in sin to being alive in Christ. This is referred to as regeneration:
· John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, (13) who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
· Eph 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, (5) even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), (6) and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (7) so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
The person is then declared not guilty before God as he has been justified before God (see Rom 3:24-25 above). The Christian is now in a new relationship with God as he has been adopted and reconciled before Him:
· 1John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
· John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
· Col 1:19-20 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, (20) and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
The justified person then begins a walk with Jesus Christ as he is being sanctified in the world. This walk is required because all fallen humanity continues to have a desire to engage in sin even after justification. This concept is called concupiscence (an inclination to sin) and it does not mean that Christians will always fall into sin but that they still have a desire to sin even though they choose not to do so. The process of sanctification can be diagramed as the Adam nature (concupiscence) is slowly removed and the Christ nature takes over:
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