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We have just finished celebrating the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ and so it seems appropriate to continue examining the concept of how Christians are in union with Him. Last week the topic of our being in Christ was discussed and now the topic of our union with Christ is continued by looking at Christ in us, that we are like Christ, and that we are with Christ. 

Christ in Us

This is more great news for now the power to actually live the Christ-like life here and now is revealed:  
· John 15:5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
· Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

Because Christ lives in His people, they can yield much fruit (Gal 5:22-23).  Living here is lived by faith knowing that the sin nature has been crucified and cooperation with the Holy Spirit develops a new Christ nature as Jesus actually lives in His people.  Christ in us is a great mystery concerning the riches of the glory of God: to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Col 1:27)

Next Paul relates another mystery in that, after regeneration, the sin nature is dead so that Christians are no longer slaves to sin but now have a spirit nature that is alive because of the imputed righteousness of Christ:
· Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
· 2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· Rom 8:10 And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. [The spirit is that of the Christian so it is lower case.]
Those who love Jesus keep His commandments (John 14:15) and abide in Jesus and He abides in them and we know that we will persevere as the Holy Spirit witnesses to us concerning His presence: And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And we know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. (1 John 3:24)  The Spirit is capitalized because this writes of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

We Are Like Christ

Although we were not physically alive when Christ was here, others were and we have their example: Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. (1 Cor 11:1) All regenerated people have been called for the purpose of suffering for Christ as He suffered for us:
1Peter 2:20-21 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

Our sanctification is the transformation process as we are being made more like Him:
· 2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
· Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,
One day we will be as much like Christ as possible: Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. (1 John 3:2)

We are With Christ

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bible informs us in many verses that we are with Christ from our regeneration until that great day when we will actually be with Him in eternity. Here are a few of those verses:
· Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "
· 2Cor 6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain—
· 1Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
· 2Thess 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
· 1John 1:3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
· John 17:24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the world.
As long as we live we will have the desire to be with Him, knowing that being with Him in spirit and then one day in our glorified body is the best of all possible worlds: But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; (Phil 1:23)

Until that glorious day we gladly serve Him here and praise Him that we are in Christ; that He is in us; that we are being made more like Him; and that we are with Him now and will remain with Him forever.  Amen! Merry Christmas! 
