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The concept of all Christians being “in Christ” is fundamental to all three tenses of salvation (justification, sanctification, and glorification). Gruden (“Systematic Theology”) defines union with Christ as: “Union with Christ is a phrase used to summarize several different relationships between believers and Christ, through which Christians receive every benefit of salvation.  These relationships include the fact that we are in Christ, Christ is in us, we are like Christ, and we are with Christ.”  Over the next few weeks we will follow Gruden’s definition to briefly examine these four different aspects of our union with Christ. We first look at how we are:
In Christ
Note that both of the verses below tell us that God chose us to share in the blessings of the work of Christ before anything that we can sense (space, matter, time) existed:
Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

They teach us that God planned for our existence as His children and to share in the blessings of Christ’s work in the world before creation and at the proper time, as foreseen by Him, He caused our physical birth and our spiritual birth. True children of God were in the mind of God before creation, during the work of Christ in the world, and for all eternity. At God’s timing for each of His children the righteous works of Jesus are credited to our accounts and all of our sins are imputed to Jesus:
· Rom 5:19 For as through the one man's [Adam] disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One [Jesus] the many will be made righteous.
· Phil 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,
· 2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
God decreed that His people would die with Christ and be raised with Him:
· Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;
· Rom 6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
· Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,
At the proper time, His chosen people have all of what was in God’s mind actually occur:
· Col 2:10-12 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
· Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Since the regenerated person is now alive in Christ he should set his mind on things above:
Col 3:1-3 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Our old self is dead and we do not have to fear God seeing our sinful actions that still persist because our life is “hidden with Christ in God”. The Holy Spirit will convict us of our sins that occur after justification as we cooperate in sanctification and concentrate more on things above.  But we already have all the blessings from the work of Jesus Christ:
Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
What was in the mind of God before creation was more than a concept but a fact since God is sovereign, omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent.  At the proper time God’s chosen people were physically born, regenerated, justified, and began sanctification to be completed at glorification.  The Holy Spirit gave each regenerated person every spiritual blessing earned by Jesus Christ!  Not only are we as individuals so blessed, we also are placed into the body of Christ as part of the invisible church, the universal church.  
· Rom 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
· 1Cor 10:17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.
All believers are united with Christ as a husband is to his wife:
Eph 5:31-32 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
So being “in Christ” is a wonderful message of hope and peace to the true child of God.  The child of God remains an individual but with attributes of Jesus Christ and he is in the universal church that will be presented to Jesus pure at the End Times:
Eph 5:26-27 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

Praise God!  If He so wills we will continue this aspect of salvation next week and look more at what it means that Christ is in us.  
