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Past issues of these letters (400+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) may be freely read at my ministry web site http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 

Some of this letter is from my article that can be read at http://livingtheology.com/Christian Disputes.html.  The article was written after hearing a PCA pastor criticize Christians who believe all babies go to heaven when they die and a Baptist pastor criticize those who have a Calvinistic belief system.  I think it is absolutely necessary for different Christian denominations to agree on some basic principles but to be civil with disagreements that should not divide us.  There have to be some essential points of Christianity that must be shared before the different denominations can have Christian fellowship.  Other points we can agree to disagree about, but never insult each other over.  

So what are those points?  I think it was Francis Schaeffer who said that there are points and there are “pernts”.  A “pernt” rather sounds like a Southerner trying to say “point”, but actually the word has a real mathematical meaning.  A “pernt” is an ill-defined point with a radius of uncertainty, meaning that it is not an absolute certainty.  So we Christians must decide what are Points (those items that all of us must have in agreement) and what are Pernts (those items upon which we can agree to disagree).  I don’t think that such a task even sounds simple, so the development of the points and pernts is complicated and must be undertaken with supreme humility and total dependence upon the Holy Spirit. The following points and their scriptural basis have been given in previous letters concerning Christianity. 

Points

In my opinion, it is actually fairly easy to decide upon some points.  I will list those below.  Remember that if someone does not agree with these points, we cannot have Christian fellowship with them.  Am I saying that people who do not agree with these points are not Christians?  Yes, I am, for the Bible is very clear on these Points.

1. Christ alone was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matt 1:18; Luke 1:26).  If Jesus had Joseph as His biological father then He was not God and He was no savior for anyone. He had Mary as his biological mother so He was truly fully man and fully God. 
2. Christ alone is God incarnate (John 1:1; Heb 1:1; Phil 2:5; 1Tim 2:5) 
3. Christ alone lived a sinless life (2 Cor 2:21; Heb 4:15; 7:23; 9:13; 1 Peter2:21) He must have lived a sinless life while on earth.  If He sinned at all then He was not God for God cannot sin. If Jesus sinned, His death would have only paid for His sins. 
4. Christ alone died a substitutionary death (Isaiah 53:4; Rom 3:21; 2 Cor 2:21; Gal 3:10). The fact that He really physically died on the cross must be a point upon which we can insist that Christians believe.  If He only swooned, then there was no death sacrifice as required for our sins.
5. Christ alone rose from the dead triumphant over sin (Acts 2:22; Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:3; 15:16). We must insist upon the fact that He was actually physically raised from the dead to never die again.  His resurrection proves that the Father accepted His full payment for our sins. 
6. We must also believe that Jesus will return to rule the earth because He is quoted as saying that He would. However we cannot know when He will return. 

Pernts

· Whether or not the pastor wears a robe.  Certainly there are some very good reasons for the pastor wearing a robe but this is certainly not a point.  
· The age of the universe should be a pernt as long as one professes that God is its Creator. This is more fully develop in my article on Creation at http://livingtheology.com/articles.htm. 
· When Jesus will come again is something that even Jesus Himself said that only the Father knows (Matt 24:36). We can only guess when that wonderful event will occur.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The actual mode of baptism is not something that should divide Christians.  Certainly some denominations have Biblical evidence for immersion, but the thief on the cross was surely saved (or Jesus lied) and he was not baptized at all. 
· To use wine or non-alcoholic juice in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  There have been many arguments over whether one should ever drink alcoholic beverages, but we must agree that the Bible allows one to use a small amount of alcohol (1 Tim 5:23). So since a small amount of wine is Biblically allowed, it certainly does not matter whether one uses wine or grape juice in the Lord’s Supper celebration.  
· Personally I think that we could now put as a pernt whether one drinks a small amount of wine or not.  Many Christians drink wine with their meals and the Bible does not prohibit such activity, as long as one does not get drunk. Drunkenness is forbidden (Eph 5:18).  For the reason of offending a weaker brother or sister, for a witness, and to protest the widespread alcohol problem in the world are reasons that my wife and I have decided not to drink alcohol at all. However, we do not have this issue as a Point.

Well, I have not solved the problem of disunity within the visible church!  Hardly a surprise!  However, my hope is that I have made a point (pun intended) about the importance of studying what issues are worth a fight within the visible church.  Also I hope that people will be very sensitive to what is said about beliefs of fellow Christians.  We must respect each New Testament temple: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16) Our oneness should be a witness to the world of the truth of Jesus Christ: “that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” (John 17:21)

Spend some time now considering and writing more pernts and points to understand how we can promote more peace within the visible church. 
