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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm. Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters. They do not represent any denomination.  
Today we will continue our study of God’s judgment as we examine some other details of it. How long will this judgment last? The Bible speaks of “the day of judgment” in Matt.11:22, “that day” in Matt. 7:22; 2 Thess. 1:10; 2 Tim. 1:12, and “the day of wrath” in Rom. 2:5. However the Bible does not uniformly use the word “day” to mean a 24-hour period of time from our perspective (2Peter 3:8). We then cannot know how long this judgment will last. 
Who and what will be judged? It is clear from 2 Cor 5:10 that everything a person has done will be judged and this includes the person’s works, words, and thoughts. That works are included is perfectly clear from Matt. 25:35-40, Rev 20:12, Eph. 6:8, and Heb. 6:10. Jesus was also clear that words will be judged: “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.” (Matt. 12:36). Even thoughts are included as indicated in 1 Cor. 4:5. However, all sins of those who are in Christ have been paid in full by the Lord Jesus Christ who received the wrath of God for them. So the purpose of the revelation for Christians’ sins will be that Jesus will be credited with glory for having paid for those sins and the believer will be blessed in this revelation by entrance into the presence of God. Believers should have no fear of this judgment but knowing that such will occur should make us diligent to live obedient to God.  So who will be judged? 
Unbelievers will be judged:
· Rom 2:5-8 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to each person according to his deeds:  to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.
· John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
· John 3:18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
Note that the promise of no judgment for believers in John 3:18a relates to our entrance into fellowship with God forever. However believers will be judged:
· Rom 14:10-12 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it is written, "as I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.
· 2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
· 1Cor 3:12-15 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
What is the standard of judgment? The standard will be the revealed will of God, but every person will not have received the same revelation during his life. Those who had only the OT revelation will be judged by their obedience to that light. Those who had received the full revelation from both the OT and the NT will be judged by their response to the entire Bible. Those who had neither revelation will be judged by the light they had received. In Rom 1:18-21 we read that those who only had the natural revelation of God are without excuse when they fail to honor God. From Rom 2:12, 14-16 we read that those without the written law will be judged by the law in their conscience. All will then be judged by the light they had received and not by what they had not received. Therefore there will be gradations in punishment and rewards. There will be degrees of punishment in hell:
· Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.
· Luke 12:47-48 "And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.
· Luke 20:47 who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake offer long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation."
Even though there will be degrees of punishment, those who are not in Christ will receive the wrath of God forever for their unrighteous acts. Then the king said to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  "For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt 22:13-14). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For believers who will enjoy the presence of the Lord forever, there will be degrees of reward in heaven. Refer to 2 Cor 5:10 above (according to what he has done) and 1 Cor 3:12-15 above (what is left after the fire). Also see Matt 6:20-21; 19:21; Luke 6:22-23; 12:18-21, 32, 42-48; 14:13-14; 1 Cor 3:8; 9:18; 13:3; 15:19, 29-32, 58; and many others. However the joy of each person in heaven will be full and complete for eternity. As mortals we tend to judge our happiness by our status or what we possess, but in heaven that will not be the case. All in heaven will have their joy full at being able to worship God in His presence forever and will not be playing any “one up-man-ship” with others in heaven. If the Lord so wills, this will be continued next week. 
